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REPORT.

The Executive (ommittee appointed for the relief of the
colored people of New York atid the adjacent places, having
ina great measure concluded the work assignad to them, would
respectfully report to the General Committee appointed by
the merchants of New York, and to the contributors to the
fund placed at their disposal, that the total amount recoived to
date is $40,779 G8-100, ns will appoear by the statoment of the
Treasurer, Mr. Jonathan Sturzes,

That this sum of wmoncy was sent to the Tressurer by the |
eontributors in prompt response to the simpls annonneement
that it would be needed.  That no specinl appeals were neces-
sary to wege subseriptions, s consequently no commissions
were paid to collectors, .

OF thiz amount, $27,705,56 has nlready been expended.
The balunce, 212,953 52, which the Commities have on hand,
they expect to use in protecting those who have lost their
! property in the late riots, in the prosecuting ol their claims
against the city, in providing for the widows, orphans, and
other dependent members of the families of tliose who were
killed, and in such other woys as they may find will do the
most goord,

Two methods of action presented themselves to your com- |
mitlee,  Firsl; to refrain from relieving any one, until a per-
gonal visit had been made to ascertain the facts of the case.
Becond ; to afford some immedinte aid upon the best informa-
tion that eonld be obtained from the persons applying for
assistance, or through the colored pastors we employed. The
first would possibly save us from some imposition ; the second
wonld afford imstant relief, which wes abaolntely necessary.
After fully considering the two plane, we adopted both ; the
immedinte relief plan, and that of personal exaraination through
the colored pastors, and the visitoss of the association for the
relief of the poor.. We are now satisfiod thet o other course ‘
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would so well have met dhe cmergeney, no other plan would,
have so promptly bronght them out of their hiding places in
the outskirts of the city and elsewhere—relieved their pressing
wants, and encouraged them to seek their aceustomed labor,
Probably some unwortlis persovs have been aided, but may
we not hope, that even these may have been raiged in their
self-respect by the kind words and relief they received at our
Central Depot, We almed to produce a moval effect upon
them, ns well as to velieve their wants, One thing is certain,
that in a few days our streets and wharves were again filled
with colored people going about their aceustomed work.

In presenting this report it i3 necessary, in order to give a
comprehensive view of the subjecet, that a copy of the See-
retary’s minutes of the first meetings of the Merchants shonld
be given.

A preliminary meating having been held on the previeus
Baturday, the following are the Minutes of the adjourned
meeting, held Monday, July 20th, 1865

An adjourned meating of Merchants, held at MeCuLLoven's
Sales Roeom, July 20th, 1803, Joyatnan Sreeees, Esq., in the
Chair. The Chabrman opened the meeting with the following
remarlks :

Faor the infirmacion of those who weee nob present az the mecting held here on
Samrday, i proper that Fehonld stateite ovigin aod object,  The mesting was
elled on ihe auggestion of aovore]l gentlemen in Front Street, st o very short
naotice, Lo eonsider the deatiiute conaition of the colored peaple of this city, who
buve heen deprived of their komea and their little property, by 4 mob, during
the pagt waoek 1o deviae weans to reliove helr Dnmediste wants, and to seonre
them in their peaceabls and honeas labor beveafter, 1 have been fofly-one years
i merchant in my presenk loeatlon.  Dming this petlod [ have scen o noble taes
of merehanta pass uway.  Teanool belp calling to mind the many acts of charity
which they performed during their lives, T hardly need to name them ; you all
By thesn, Yoo know bow they sent reliof fo Sonthern citivs when they were
tlesalated by five or peatilence ; Low ey sont <hip loads of food W the starving
people of Ireiand @ this Jast acs of brotherly love wo have Lad the privilere of
imitating during she past winter ; aad as often as opoasion requires, T trust we
ehall b quick to conilune these wets of Lumanily, thue showing that the race op
New Yok Merchante iz not deterlorating, W are now ealled upon to B M-
hize with o diffiront class of onz fellow men,  Those who know the eolored
people of this ¢ity, can tesify to théir being a peaceable, industrions people,
bawimg their own chorehes, Sundoy-ackonls ami chorimble Societios ; anid that, as
# clads, they seldom depenid upon charity 3 they not only labor to support them-
aelver, bui to aid those who need all,  This s belr general chavacter, and it is




our dnty togee that they are protecied To their lowhul Inbors, to sive themeelres
from Becoming dependent on the charity of the ¢iy,  We have not come to-
gethor to devise meana for their roliof boeause they are eolored peopla, bub be-
conse they ave, as n eluss, persecuted and in distross at the peesent moment. Tt is
nab necessary for our prosent purposes 0 tgaire who the men are who have
perseented, robbed and mordered sthem.  We lknow they are bad men, who have
ot dene as they worll be dons by, Let as uot{ollow their exaomple: et ua be
quick to relieve thoze who are now in trouble, and should we ever find those wha
have persecuted the negroes in like troukle, 1ot us be guick to relicve them also,
and thus ohey the injuoction of our Divine Master, * Bless theso who peragcute
youn"

Mr. J. D, McKenzig, in behalf of the Committes appointed
July 18th, offered the following preamble and resclutions, viz ;

Whereas, The condition of the eolored people of thiz elty. whe bove recently
heen deprived of their XKindred by musdecers, of their homes by fire, amd of heir
peenstomed means of suppart ; haviag been foveibly drivon therefrom by an in-
furinted mob, without canse or provocation, i3 such as not only to exeile the
syiopathy of every good member of the community, of all partics and creeds,
ot alse domands and showld rocelve prompt peensiary wesistance aod sid. That
this moy be effectunlly accomplished, We do hereby

Regolee, That o Commitees of five Merehants be appoiueed by the Chairman of
this Meoting, who, with the Treasurer of the Fund to be colleeted, as o memler
of the same, shall have fll power to receive, collect and dishusee funds i the
pureliase of neeasary fonil and clathing, und in relleving tho wants of the suffor.
ing eolored populatinn.

Resoleed, Thut to auid Commistes, nee horeby granted full powers to assiss all
enlored people whose properly haa been destroyed by the meob, in making tho
needfl proof of ke fants to obtain redress fram the County, under the Statute
Lows of the State of New York, und that they baveanthority to collect fuads and
employ Counsel for thar parpose, '

Hesolved, That we will exert all the (nfluones we possoss to prowoct the colored
people of this elty, In their rights to pursue, inmolestad, thele Yawfnl occaputions,
wnd we o kerehy call npon Me proper anthoritios W tuke Damedinte stops to
affued thom such protéetion,

Reaolved, That we will not recogolze or sanction any diztinction of persons,
of whalever nutlon, religion or color, in their natural eights, to Jabor peaceably
in their vocations, for the anpport of themeelves wnd theze dependent vpon them;
and that, so far s we are able, to consribuze to the wanls and neeessitics of our
fellow men it ahall he dote withour poforenee to these distinetions,  And further,
that what we now propose doing for the eplored man, wo shall ever be ready 1o
do for any elase of our fellow men, nnder lixe clrenmstinees,

Tle meeting was addressod at some length by Mr. J, 1. Moe-
Kenzie upon the subjoct matter of the Resolutions, and briefly
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by Ricnarn Wanrey, Beq., Rev. Mz, Loonis, Messns, Bowarp
CrovwsLy, A. T, Dow, J. & Scavnrz, and others, when they
were nnanimously passed.

On motion, Joxaraax Srerces, Esq., was elected freasuver of
the fund proposed to be raised.

Messrs. B. R, Suerywax, Gro. C. Covnins, J. D. McKeuzes,
Wi, A. Booty, A. F. QCKERSHAUREN, were appointed by the
Chairman a8 committee of five under the resolutions.

On motion, the Committes were authorized to add to their
numbers at their dizeretion.

On motion, the Chairman and Secretary of the meeting were
added to the Committae,

Subeeriptiona to the fund were then called for, when Me.
Epwarp Croxwert stated that ho was anthorized to hand to
the Treasurer a chieck for 4800, on acconnt of the fund sub-
seribed by membars of the Produce Exchonge, and added that
this was by no means the total of their probable contributions
to the fund, Subscriptions to the amount of §6,500, weore re-
corded before the meeting adjonrned.

On motion of Wy, A. Boors, Bsq., it was

feegolved, That o eopy of the Resolutions adopted by this meoting. be for-
nished to Major Gezeral Dix, and that he be regueeted 1o give notice to the col-
ored peaple to robura bo their vaual employments, with the assurance that they
shall be proper]y proteetsl,

On motion, adjourned.

On Tucaday Mr, Vincent Colyer was present by invitation
of Mr. Sturges, and addressed the Committee at soane length
giving the vesult of his experience as Missionary among the
Blacks of Novth Carolina and elsewhere, and suggesting a plan
for the management of the fund se a2 to avoid fraud and securs
the greatost benefit to those for whom the money was sub-
seribed,

Mr. Colyer was authorized Ty the Executive Committee to
secure a enitdble contral office, sl was appointed Beerctary
in charge of the same, and a detailed report from kim, is here-
with submitted. '

Jorx I McKEexzie, Chadrman.




Report of the Seqnefary.

—————————

Driven by the fear of desth ab the hands of the mob, whao the week
previous bad, as yoo remomber, bratally mordered, by hunging on trees
and lump posts several of their nimbor, oud cegelly beaten and robbed
many others, barnieg sod sacking their houses and driving nearly all
from the streets, alleys and docks upon whieh they had previously ob-
tained an bonest though bumble living—these people Lad been furced
to take refuge on Blackwetls Ieland, ar Poliee Stations, on the oue-
skirta of the city, in the swamps and woods back of Bergen, New
Jersey, at Weekaville and in the barna and out-honses of the farmers
of Long Tsland and Movrissanie, At these places were scattered gome
5,000 homeless and helpless men, women, and children,

The first great point to be gained was the restoring of the eonfi-
denee of the cnlomdl peaple in the commumity, from which they lad
been driven. To du this o central depot was to be established to
which they should be invited to come and receive aid with the fullest
assuranee that they should be protectod.

Temporary aid might be sent them to their residences, a5 whs done
throagh the band of Kev, Me. Deunison, and through the Soeciety

for improving the sandition of the poor.
This plan et your approval, and that evening, Toesday, Joly 21st,
I wag instracted to look up an office and aomounee in the morsing

papers the contemplated purpose, and T did so.

On Wednesday, the preseut office, No. 350 Fourth Streel, was
soeured, vacated by its former ozeupants, cleansed and opgned for




