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INTRODUCTION.

CommunraTons on the history of the Jews assert,
that a portion of the Jewish people had settled in
Britain as early as the first century of the Christian
era; that an amicable alliance having existed, in the
days of Julins Ciesar, between the Hebrews and Ro-
mans, © To aid cach other in their wars with all their
hearts,” the Jewish warriors accompanied the great
Roman Captain in his invasion of Britaio, and scttled
here under the Roman banner®.  And, in support of
this allegation, it 1s further stated that “ Augustos
Cmsar set free, without any redemption money, every
man and woman of the Jewish race in all the conntries
of his dominion; to the east, as far as beyond the
Indian Sea; and to the west, as far as beyond the
British territory, which is the country of Angleterre,
and which is designated England in the Lingua
Francat.”

* The treaty hetween the Homans and Jews was praven in tahles of broes,
and =ent hy the former to Ferusslem, ns 0 memorial af peace aml ponfleracy
between the two great nutions s and i is presecved §o the five! fook of Mecenbees,
chap, vifi.

+ Raobbi D, Gane's Chironicle; ' The Branchof David.”  Andin this countey,
says Margolioit, the Jews record the event aveunlly 3 thels calendaz in the fol-
lowing words : 40 dwgustus’s Kolief fn faven of the Sews in Erglond, O 4216,
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The venerable Bede (FEecles. Hist. ), Archbishop
Ecbright ( Canonical Eveptiones ), Ingulphus ( Hist. of
Crayl. ), and other early writers, are also cited, to prove
that Jews were residing in Britain at the time of
the Saxon Heptarchy, A talented legal writer, how-
ever, has remarked that, * When the Jews first came
into this realm is not certainly related by any of the
historians of British or Saxon kings’ reigns ;" and we
may add, that other writers have left us too scanty in-
formation on the history of this people, for us to as-
certain with accuracy the precise period of their original
arrival in England ; for while Spelman, Coke, and
other commentators, maintain that the settlement of
the Jews in Britain dates back to Edward the Confes-
sor's time, Pryone and other writers repudiate that
conjecture®.

It is remarkable, and not a little discreditable to
our carly historians, that (with the exception of Thomas
De Wyke, Canon of St. Osney, A.D. 1263, who was
perhaps the best writer amongst the old chroniclers)
our historians, more particularly those of earlier date,
have done their best on most occasions to denigrate
and calumniate the Jewish character.

Indeed, the most zealous literary efforts appear to
have been formerly made, to stigmatise the Hebrews
as a class of people quite undeserving the protection

* In a modern pnblication, * The Lawsand Ancient Institutions of England,™
a law i cited, relntive to Jows in Edward the Confessor’s time, which seems to
support Spelman and Coke's opinion.  Jobnson, however, closses this erdinance
amoogst ' the supposed faws of Edward,” (See Culfect. of Fooles, Laiws and
Cranons, vol. i, MLELY.) .
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of the British Sovereign, unworthy of admission within
the pale of the British Constitution, and unworthy
even of the liberal or equitable consideration of the
British people.

The time, however, has at length arrived, when it
becomes of importance to consider, whether or not
facts sustain the allegations hitherto so generally pro-
mulgated against the Jews?  And it is hoped that a
perusal of the following remarks will prove, that facts
do not so sustain the condemmnatory statements hercto-
fore advanced against a people, regarding whom it
has most properly been asked, “ What Nobilily can
be greater than theirs?—sgo many Patriarchs, and
Prophets, and Kings, do they number among their
forefathers ; and so many brave men, and men of di-
vine virtue, whose names are recorded in Heaven®,”

* Vide Petros Cunsus, 0 Be Repreffioe Hpbroores,™ gae, sodil, 7 Tt shonld
never Iw forgotien," suys D, Adam Clacke, *fthat the greatest men that ever
flourished as kings, judges, magistrated, law-givers, heroes, and poets, were of
Jewish extragtion; Isninh was o Jew, so was Peol, and 50 was Jems of Naza-
rath.”  {(Com, on fsa. ch, 53,7 Aod another lenrned English divioe, Tr, Laun.
eelot Addison, also observos, * This prople, if any under beaven, may bobdly glary
of their antiqeity and noblengss of descent | there Ty no netion who can prove
itz padigree by such ¢lear and anthentic berzldry as che Jews; =0 thag all other

natioid must have recourse to dhe Jewish records to elear their geoealogies and
attest their |lingage,”






