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* Bome muarmur, when thelr sky is clear

And wholly -TtrIE‘hl. to view,

It one small speck of dark a r
In their great heaven of b

And seme with thankful love are filled,
If bk one streak of light,

Ome ray of God's good mercy gild
The darkuess of their nigiit.

“In palaces are hearts that ask,
n diseontent and pride,
Why life s sueh a dreary task,
And all pood things denied.
And bearts in poorest huts admive
How Jove has in their aid
{Love that not ever seems to tire)
Buch rich provislon made.”
TRENCH,

ARGYLE PRFSS,
FRNTI®NG AND BOOK RINDING,
i~ WORSTER 0T.. K. Ta




PREFACE.

TrHOSE who have the pleasure of attend-
ing the opening meetings of schools and col-
leges, and of giving away prizes and certifi-
cutes, are generally expected at the same time
to offer such words of counsel as the experi-
ence of the world might enable them to give
to those who are entering life.

Being myself naturally rather prone to suffer
from low spirits, I have at several of these
gatherings taken the opportunity of dws]lmg
on the privileges and blessings we enjoy, an
I reprint here the subatance of some of these
addresses (omitting what was special to the
gircumstances of each ease, and freely making
any alterations and additionas which have gince
occurred to me), hoping that the thoughts and
quotations in which I have myself found most

' comfort ma‘ﬂ perhaps be of use to others also.

It is hardly necessary to say that I have not
by any means referred to all the sources of
happiness open to us, some indeed of the
greatest plesaures and blessings being alto-
gether omitted.

In reading over the proofs I feel that I may
appear in soma cases too dogmatic, but I hope

at allowanee will be made for the eireum-
stances under which they were delivered.

‘Hign Erua,
Down, ExsT, Jonuary 1857,
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THE PLEASURES OF LIFE.

CHAPTER L

THE DUTY OF HAPPINE3a.!

“ If & man Is un . this must be his own fault : for
God made ail men to be happy.""—ErcTETUAL

LrrE Is o great gift, and as we reach years
of discretion, we most of us naturally ask our-
selves what should be the main object of our
existence. Even those who do not accept
“ the test good of the greatest number”
as an absolute rule, will yet admit that we
should all endeavor to contribute as far as we
may to the happiness of our fellow-creatures.
There are many, however, who seem to doubt
whether it is possible, or even right, that we
should be happy ourselves. Our own happi-
ness ought not, of course, to be our main o
jeet, nor indeed will it ever be secured if self-
ishly sought. We may have many pleasures
in life, but must not let pleasures have rule
- over us or they will soon hand us over fo sor-
rowj and *into what dangeroua and miser-
able servitade does he fall who suffereth pleas-
ures and sorrows (two unfaithful and cruel
commanders) to possess him snccessively ? "

I cannot, however, but think that the world

1 The substancs of this was delivered at the Harrls In-
stitute, Treston.
1 Baneca.



