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FORS CLAVIGERA.

LETTER L

Dewoarany IMce,

Frikxpa, Lt Ferpeerarey, 18571,
WE begin to-day another gronp of ten vears, not in
happy cirenmstances.  Althougl, for the tme, exeanypred
from the dircet ealamitics which have fallen on neisli-
howring states, believe me, we have ot eseapun] themw
becanse of our better deservings, nor by onr hetter wisdon ;
Lt omly for one of two bad reasons, or for Totle: either
that we Lave nol zensze enoueh to deterinine in a great
naticual quarrel which side iz right, or that we have ool

conrage 1o defend the right, when we Tave diseerned 1t
I helieve that both these bad reasons exist in full foree ;
that onr own political divisions prevent ns from nder
sAanding the laws of international justice ; and that, even
if we did, we should not dare to defend, perhaps not cven
to assert them, being on this first of Jannary, 1571, in
mineh hodily fear ; that i= to sax, afraid of the Russiansg
afraid of the Prussians; afraid of the Americans; afraida

of the Ilindoos; afraid of the Chinese: alvaid of -the
1
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Japanese; afraid of the New Zealanders; and afraid of
the Caffres 1wl very Justly ao, being conscious that onr
only real desire respocting any of these nations has Leen to
et s el ont of then as we eould,

They have no right to complain of ne, notwithstanding,
since we have ally lately, lived ourselves in the daily en-
deavour to get as wneh out of our neighbonrs and riends
as we conld ¢ oand having by this means, indeed, got o goomd
deal omt of ench other, and put nothing inte cuch other,
the aetnally obtained resulty (his day, = o state of cmpti-
ness in parse aad glomach, for the soliee of which one
sisted “ lnsular pesition ™ is inellectal,

I have Hstened o mnany ingenions persons, who say we
are Letter ofl now than ever we were before, L do not know
how well ol we were before ;. hut 1 know positively that
mny very deserving pesons of my acqnaintanes have great
ditfienley in liviog nnder these improved eirenmstances @
alsoy that wy desk 1s full of Degwing letters, elogqnently
written cither by distressed o dishonest people 3 and that
wis eanmot he ealled, as o pation, well off, while so nusary of
us are livie either 1o lonest or i villaoonws hegarey,

For iy own part, T will pat wp with this state of things,
paszively, wot an hone longer. 1 s not an unsellish per-
sotn tor ail Evangelical one ;1 have wo pavticular please
in doige good 3 weither do T dislike dofige it so muaeh as to
expect to b resvneded For it in another workil,  Bat I siu-
ply eammot paint, o vead, noe look at minereals, nor do

anything el=c that 1 like, o the very light of the moming



Fuks ULAVIGELA. &

sky, when there iz anv—which is seldony, now-nadave, newr
London—lms beeome hateful to e, beeanze of the utizery
that I know of, and see signs of, where 1 kuow it nor, which
no inagination can interpret ton Litterly,

Thevefore, as T have said, I will endire it no linger
quietly ; hut henceforward, with auy few o wmany who
will help, do my poor best o abate this mizery,  Diar that
I may do my best, I must not be mizerable myself jny
bomgeer s for no o man who s wretehed in his own heart, and
feeble in lis owm work, ean vightly help others.

Ay oy owh epeciul pleaswre Jwas Jately been connected
with o miven doty, I ave been ovdersd fo ondeavonre to
tnke cur English vomth eare somewhar for the arrs ;. andd
sl pul iy uilermost strength fnto that busivess.  To
which end [ ymist elear mysel from all senze of vospunsi-
hility for the material distress aromud e, by explaining
to vou, onee Tor all, in the shortest English 1 ocun, what 1
lnow of its canses; by pednring ont oo von some of the
methods by whicli it mizht De relieved ; and I setting
usitle recnlarly some small percentage of my memne, to
assist, as one of vourselves, in what one and all we <all
have to du; cach of ns laying by something, aceording to
our means, for the common service ; and having nnongst
ug, at last, he it ever so small, o nacional Store instead of 4
National Delit,  Store which, once securely founded, will
fust increase, provided only you take the pains to under-
stand, and have perseverance to maintain, the clementary

privciples of nman Economy, whicl Tave, of Jate, not
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imly been lost sight of, hot wilfnlly and formally entombed
mler pyrunids of falsehood,

Aud fisst [ beg yon most solomuly to convines yonr-
selves of the partly comfortable, partly formidable fact,
that yonr prosperity is in your own hands,  That only in
i remote degree does it depend on external matters, and
least of all, on forms of Government.  In all times of tron-
Ble the fivst thing to Tw done iz to make the mest of what-
ever forms of govermunent you have got, by sctting honesl
men to worle thens ; (ihe trouble, in all probability, having
arkzen only Trom the want of snch); and for the vest, yon
must in o wise eoneern vonrselves abont them e
partienlarly it woukl be Tost fime 10 do sooal (hiz momeut,
when whalever i= popniarly sald abemd sovormmenta cannot,
bt Bie ab=nm], forowant o dledinitiom of erms, Consider,
for instanes, the vidienlonsness of the division of parties
into ¥ Liler™ and “ Conzervative.” There is no opposi-
riom whatever between those two kindsz of mien.  There 1=
oppesition between Libersl: and THiberals ) flnt is to sy,
Tetween people who desire 1ihertv, and who dislike it, [
s viclent Dlibeealy bot it Qoes et Collow lad T onnst
e a Clomaervative, A Conesepvalive 16 a rerEOT who wislies
to keep things as they are: and lie is opposed toopa Des
trneiive, who wishes to destroy themy o to an lowwvator,
who wishes to alter thew, Now, though Tame an IHiberal,
there are wany things [ slumld Tike to desteow, T shonld
like todestroy mest of the railroads in Encland, and all

thes railvoads i Wales, T <hould like o dustroy amd
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rebnild the [Mouses of Parliament, the National Gallerr,
and the East end of London; and to destroyv, withont
rebmiliing, the new town of Edinburgh, the north saburk
of Geneva, and the city of New Yok, Thus in 1WAy
things T am the reverse of Conservative ; nay, there are
somne long-established things which T hope to zee changed
before I die; but Twant still 10 keep the fields of England
ereen, and ber cheeks red ; and that givls shonld be tangh
to enrizey, aud boys to take their hats off, when a meﬂ.—-ﬁmr
or otherwize dignified person passes by 1 and that kings
should Eeep their erons on their beads, and bizshops their
erosiers in their bawds ; and should duly veeogniae the sig-
unificanee of the erown, and the uze of the crook,

As vou would find it thus bopossilile to class me justly
in either party, so vou wonld find #i impossible to class
anry person whatever, who had clear ad developed politieal
opinions, and who could define them acenrarelv,  Men
omly azzocinte i parties by saerilicing their opinions, or by
having wone worth sacrificing: and the effect of parey
government is always to develop hostilinios and hypoerisies,
and to extinguish ideas,

Tlus the so-called Movarchice and Tepublican parties
have thrown Envope into conflagration mnd shiane merely
for want of clear conception of the things they imagine
thetselves to ficht for.  The moment a Republic was pro-
claimed in Franee, Guaribaldi came to fight for it as a
“Ioly Republic.” Dot Garibaldi conld not knew—uo
mortal creature could kuow.—whether it was goinge to e



