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TEMPLE SHAKESPEARE




By the kind permisrivn of Mesrrr Mocwillan U Co,
and W, Aidic Wright, Eeg., the fexi hers
ward & that of the ¥ Cambridze ™ Editiee,
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WHAT necde my Sbakeapeares for his homonrd bones
The labour of an Age in piled stones
Or thmt Bis Tullow'] Keligoes should ba hid
Under a stay-ypointing Pyramid ?
Iear 3onne of Mamory, groat Heire of Fame,
What peedat thou such doll witness of thy Name #
Thou m our wonder sed astonishment
Hset buiit thyealfe z lsating Monoment :
For whil'st, to th' shawme of slow-spdeveoring Are,
Thy essic numbers fow, and thet eech hoart
Hath from the leaves of thy unvalued Booke
Those Delphicke Lines with deep Impression teaks ;
Then thou, our fanoy of herself bereaving,
Thost make ua Marble with too much conosiving ;
And, so Sepulcherd, in such pompe dost Lis,
That Kinge for emch s Tombo would wish to die.

Jomw Mivrow, 1650
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Tae prologuss, which unite epic pomp and solempity with
Iyrical sublimity, sed ameng which the description of tha
IWo caipd befors the batile of Agincourt forms & moat
mdmirghle pight-piecs, ars intesded to kesp the specta-
tors constantly in mind, that the pecaline grandadr of tha
mctiona describod cannot be developed oo 2 parrow stage,
aod thet they muost, therefore, sepply, from their own
imaginations, the defiriencies of the repressnmstion. As
the matter was ot properly dramarns, Shabspeare chose
to wander in tha form slso beyond the boonds of the
Epacied, and Lo slng, sk a poetical harald, what he conld
oot represent to the eye, rather than to cripple the progres.

of the setion by ptting laog deseriptions @ the moaths of -

the dramatic personages  The confession of the post that
¥ fen or five most vils and agged folis, dght il-dispased,
can only disgrece the rame of Agincsart,” (a scraple which
be hat ewarlooked in the seepslon of many other great
baztles, and among othare of that of Phillppl,) belngs us
bere oaturally to the guestion how far, gen=mlly speak-
ing, &t may be salable and adeizable 1o repradent wars
and batrles gn the stege.  The Gresks have wniformly re-
pouncsd them 1 as in the whole of their thestrieal aystem
they procesded on idess of grandeur and dignity, & fechile
amdl petty imitation of the urattsinable would have ap-
peared ipmpporabie in their opss.  'With tham, conse-
quently, all fighting was memcly recosnted.  The principle
of tha romactic dmmetees was slbogether diffesstt @ their
wonderfal pictures wars infinitsly larger than their thegt-
rical means of visible execution; they wure sverywhaers
chliged to couut oo the willing imagination of the spec
iators, and consequently they alio relied oo them in thls
point.”
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Preface.

Editions, The earllest edition of King Hemry the Fifth I a
quarty published In 500, with the following title :—

“The | Chroalcle | History of Haory the Fifth |with his
hn.l:tﬂlﬁrlghr_lt,d!i-ﬂ-d!nlﬁa-r. Together with Avniiesr
Pictall, | As it Ratk bene sundvy times played by the Right Aoagradi |
the Lord Chomberlgine kir serwonts, | Lowoon | Printed by Thamar
Crenin, for The, Milling | ton, and lohn Busby. Asd are to
be | sold at his bouse in Carter Lane, next | the Powle head.
t6ao, | *

‘This quarto was reprinted in 5oz and 1608,

In the First Folio the title of the play & The Life o Howry iks
Fif*
. The text of the quarto edition Jiffers In many Important re-
dﬁ;mﬂ'ﬂﬁ that of the folio; (1) 1t omies zll the prolognes and
"y the epilogue; (ii.) some fivc hundred lines besides are in no wisc

: therein ; (iii.} the spesches of cerealn charasters are
f'-H transferred to other characters, so that the actors are fewer;t
l.l'.t ‘confusion in time.indications ; (Iv.} corrgptions, obacarities, and

/23 29,

# * Edited by W, . Stone, Nero Sk, Soc,, 1880,

- 1 Ely, Westmoreland, Bedfongd, Britany, Hambores, Erpingham, Crasd-
x pré, Mocmorris, Jamy, Meassager, I1. iv., and IV, ik, =ad the Freach
vy (eed, have no speaches asugned (o them in the Cugrta.
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Preface. o= The Life of

minor discrepancles abound,® The Cuarte is obwioasly derived
from an editdon abridged for acting parposes, evidently an im-
perfect snd vnanthorised wersion made up from shorthand notes
taken at the theatre, and afterwasds amplified. The original of
this sbridged edition was in all probability the Folic text, moro
or leas, 88 we know it. This tiew of the question is now geoor-
ally accepted, and few schiolars are inclined 1o maintain that ¢ the
original of the Juarto was an earlier one® withont choruses, and
following the Chroniecle historians much more closely.'t

Tha Dats of Coroposition. The reference to Essex in
the Prologne to Aet V. (odd- Note) shews that Howy the Fifth
must have been acted berween March 27 and September 23,
15g9%; the play is not mentioned by Meres in his Pollack
Tomia, 1598, though Hewry IF. In included in his list ; the Epl-
logue to 3 Hewy TF. makes promise of Hery F., bot 7 our

* (A Heory V., Parsliel Texir, od Nicholaon, sl Tedvodiction, by
F. & Danlal; Mere Shak, Sor,

+ Vide Fleay, * Life and Wovk of Shabsgpoard's p, a6, Prsides thus
mnd Irsh captaing (IT1. G- 1. & to the sod of the scene} to be an iosettion
for the Coart performance, Christmas 1foz, to plesse King James, who
had boen annoyed that yenr by depreciation of the Scots oo the stege.

‘This pene is certainly & contrast to the aoo-Scottish feeling In Ace. 1.
Se. li. Thelate Richard Simpson made some interesting, though donbtiul,
abservations on the politice] teaching of Henry V.in a paper dealing wizh
Tike golitice of Shakespeare's Hivlerical Plays (Nre Shab, Foc., thrql

1 It ia fuir to mesome that the choruse: were written for the st par-
formances, thoagh Pope, Warburton, and others held thae thess weps
h—ﬂﬂl]ﬂﬁﬂ;ﬁfﬂlhﬁﬁ,hﬂmhm
portion of Shakespeare’s original scheme | considerations of time may have
necessitared their omission in the abridged acting edition.
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