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INTRODUCTION,

Tae fullowing sketeh bas been prepared, not at Mr.
Sherman's request, nor that of his fdends, hat b his con-
sent, with the eantion thur theve should be uo exagger-
ation, It was hiz evident wish to be presented to those
who koow him net, just a2 he appears to thuse who de
know Lim. Al chare veloes to the SBherman family and
aneestey has been gathered from authentic historians of
Conneeticat,  The factz of hi= privade personnl history
have been gathered from the writer’s own kaowledge, and
fromn that of Me. Bhermuan's gisrer, and his neizhbors, cor-
reeted by himezelf,

Iv & intended by the writer to make this naretive a
plain, simple, common-place statement of the leading and
characteristic factz of 3. Sherman’s life; to cover up
nothing that would tell against him, and exaggerate noth-
ing in his favor, Tt is ficendy believed that whoever reads
this sketel, aml afterwanls makes hiz aequaintanee, will
tind My, Sherman the same steafehiforwand, earnest, la-
boriows servant of the public that Le is here represented
to be,

Thiz book is meant to be, not an argument to sopport
o candidate for the Presidency, but such n statement of
what My, Bherman has said and done as sholl enable an
intelligent public to judge whether or not rhe subject of it

warthily deserves to he President,
(%



i ENTRQDUCTTON,

Lest, however, sume may take up this little volume that
have not the leispre nor the tnste to wade through the
ponderous deedz and solid #peeches hiere so briefly stated,
nor the time and thought vesded to appreciste the efforts
by which so mizhty a work hes been achievod, the writer
will present a brief digest of the facts and the reazons fur
presenting them.

The writing and poblishing of a sketeb of Mr, Sher-
man's life at thiz time will necessarily be regarded as an
attempt to pave his wav to the Presidency. The publi-
cation of it may mean that; but in the whole sketch, as
it mow appears, that thought was very little in the writer’s
mind, It is lis convieton that vesumption hys made Mr,
Sherman a greater wan than the Presideney ever can.
Az the capture of Viek-burg, the surremder of Lee, and
squelching the rebellion bas mode Genepal Grant greater
than President Girant, s0 resumption and the vietory over
the frands in the New York Custoin House have proved
Mr. Sherman o greater ninn than the Presidency ever ean,

il muoltitudes i this land will put the gquestion Lo this
narrative, drawn up by fos friend, whether Joln Sherman
is o =nitable man for the Presidency of the United States,
Let us comsider—

I. What qualities are required in o Prestdent?

IT. Whether Mr. Shermnn iz possessed of those qualifi-
cations.

I. The qualities required in o President are:

lst. He shoald be & mon that enn manage well his own
business. To o tLix requires that one should govern
himzelf. An impulsive, healless man may, hy some sud-
den strike, nmass grent wenlth, but by a move equally
sudden he may loze it all.  With such a man it would
never be safe to intenst the government of a nation.



