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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tris volume of the Series was to have been under-
taken by the late Mr Conington. None can be mora
sepgible fhan the present writer of the loss which all
readers have eustained in the substitution rendered
neceszary by hiz lamented death.

The FEditor begs to ackpewledge the counrteons
permission of Mr Conington’s representatives oand
publishers to maks full extmets from his admirable

version of the Fneil



INTRODUCTION.
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Vigoin has always been, for one reason or other, the
most popular of all the old classical writers. His poems
were a favourite study with bis own countrymen, even
in hiz own generation ; within fifty vears of hiz death
they were admitted to the very guestionable hongur,
which they have retained ever since, of seyving as a
text-book for schoolboya, The little Romans studied
their /Eneid, from their master's dictation, as regularly,
snd probably with quite as mouch sppreciation of its
beanties, as the fourth form of an Inglish publie
sshool, and wrote ¥ declamstiona™ of some kind wpon
its heroes,  In the middle ages, when Greel: literature
hiadl heeome almost 8 deserted field, and Homer in the
original was a eealed book even to those who con-
siderd themzelves and were considered scholars, Virgil
wis still the favourite with young and old. The
monks in their ehronieles, philosophers in their seeu-
lar studics, enlivened their pages with quotations from
the cme author with whom no man of letters would
venture to confess himeelf wholly unacquainted. The
A, 0, vel, v, A



2 JNTROLDUCTION,

works of Virgil had passed through ahove forty aedi-
tiong in Furope before the first printed edition of
Homer appeared from the Florenee press in 1448, Ha
has heen tronzlated, imitated, and parodied in all the
chicf European langmages, The fate of Dido, of Tal-
las, and of Euryalos has drawn tears from successive
_generstions of whiel the poet never dreamed,

-t In the middle ages his fame underwent a singular
trnsformation. | From the magic power of song the

tm“.-sih-'m geenmis incomgroons to the coarser material

amency of the wizard. Diut so it wasz; Virgiling the
poet became, in medimval lacends, Virgilive the magi-
cian.  One of hiz Feloguea (the Fighth), in which are
introduced the magieal charms by which 1t is sought to
reclaim a wandering lover, is enpposed to have given
the first impulse to this superatitions belief. All kinds
of marvels were attributed to his apeney. It was said
that he built at Reme, for the Emperor Augustus, a
wondrous tower, in which were sef np emblematic
fipures of all the sehject nations which acknowledged
the imperial rule, each with a Tell in its hand, which
rang out whenever war or revolt lecke out in that
pariienlar provinee, #o that Heme kpew at once in
what dircetion to maoreh her legions.  In the same
building—so the legend ran—he contrived o magis
mirror, in which the encmies of the Empire conld be
seen when they appesred in arms; and another—surely
the most terrible agency that was ever imagined in
the way of domestic police—in whiel the guilt of any
Eoman eitizen coulid he at omee scen and detected.
A fount of perpetaal fire, aml self-gprings of wedicinal



INTRODOOTION. 3

virtue, were said to heve been the giftz of the great
enchanter to the Iloman populace. At Naples the
marvels: which were attribuied te his agemey were
gearcely less ; and even now there is scarcely any
useful or ornamental public work of eawldy date, in the
neighbourhood of that eity, which i not in some we,
connected by vulger tradigion with the name of Virzil,
The wondrous powers thus aseribed to him were, ae-
coriling to some legends, eonferred upon him by Chiron
the learned centaur—by whom the great Achilles, and
the poet'z own here, Tneas, wore saild to have been
educated ; by others, with that blending of pagan be-
lief with Christian which i8 s commonly found in
medimval writers, they were referred to dircet commu-
uigation with the Evil One*

French scholars have always had the highest ap-
preciation of the Augustan poet, and his popularity

* One story of this kind iz perhaps coriens enongh for inser-
tot,  Virgil i8 sail to have beon atariled one doy by o voles
calling to him out of a smzll Lele in o cave, It procecdel
from an Evil Spirit who had been eotgjured into that plece of
confinement, and whe wadertook te show Vingil cerlain hooks
of necromaney ¢n comlition of 1is seleage, The bargain was
made, and the eendition fullilled,  ““He stowd hefore Virgil
Tike o mighty mon, wheveef Virgil was afrmid; ond he nmrvel-
el greatly that so great o man might come out of so little o
Tole.  Then sadd Vingdl, * Shonld pe well poss throngh the hole
that vo eame out of 17 Anil e eaid, fYes' 1 hold the
hest pledge that T have thet ye cnanot do 36" The devill edid,
*1 comszent theveto,” And thea the devill wrang himself into
the little hole again.  And when he wos in, then Viegil elosod
him there mgsin, so that be had ne power to come out sgain,
Tmf there abideth still'—[ O the Lafe of Viegilive and fis
deth, and the many marvayles that he dyd,"}



