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OST of the verses collected in this volume have

been printed at various times, and in sundry

ways, during the last twenty years. About one-third

of the songs are new. The rest have been published

with music; and, of these, many have become
popular.

This is my excuse for gathering together lyrics, the
chief merit of which is that they are more singadle than
perhaps betier poetry sometimes 1s; and that they have
been loved, and sung by lips that will sing no more.

Of the recitations, it is enough to say thar they are
not meant to be read fn sifemee. They were written
with a special intention, and demand the interpretation
of the human voice, Most of the other poems appeared
many years ago in a volume which is now out of print,
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