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TeE [ollowing papers pretend to np discovery of
new biographical fact, nor to any reversals of estab-
lished critical verdict. They are, for the most part,
the result of many pleasant hours in a college semi-
nary room; and their interest, if any interest they
have, is that attending the informal discussion of a
group of familiar and delightful English prose-wrilers,

If a disproportionale atiention scems given in these
pages Lo biography rather than to criticism, it should
be remembered that Hazlilt, Lamb, De Quincey,
Wilson, and Huni all found their themes within their
own personal experience.  Perhaps no other body
of English prose, equally large and important, is
so exclusively autobiographical. The biographical
method of approach, always useful, is here the only
one¢ open to the critic.  He must first know the man
before he can estimate the book.
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