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FOREWORD

S book has been written at the
urgent request of numerous Ameri-
can Citizens who have heard me

speak upon Ireland. Numbers of these Ameri-
can Citizens tell me that they want to know
the facts about Ireland but do not know where
to find them. And they ask me why I do not
write the facts for the press in the United
States. I tell them that I was asked to do this
by a leading agency and that in response I
supplied the material, with figures and statis-
tics. The agency circulated the articles, and if
only a few journals printed what I had to say,
I can scarcely be blamed for that!

I happened to call on an editor and saw my
work reposing in his waste paper basket. We
had a hearty laugh over the matter and he
explained to me that the best plan at these
political seasons is to leave the Irish severely
alone. The whole business was simply politics
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4 FOREWORD

and the less said about it the better. I am
sure that my friend was wholly sincere in his
desire for good relations between his country
and mine, but of course his theory means
in effect that much may be said against
Britain without being answered. To give my
editorial friend his due, I must add that his
practice has been often broader minded than
his preaching. But the Ulster Deputation,
when over here, left with a sense that they had
not been given a full hearing in print. I do
not know whether they were right or wrong.
One New York daily gave them a good half
page in the Sunday Edition and there were
doubtless others. But their general complaint
is on record. On the other hand, I have just
had in my office a Sinn Feiner, a most delight-
ful persomal friend, who says that the news-
papers are very unfair to De Valera, men-
tioning him as little as possible! He felt this
to be a distinct grievance.

One little incident may perhaps be worth re-
calling. During the War, the American
Y. M. C. A. issued a book or pamphlet for the
American Army telling the troops what had
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been accomplished by the British Forces. The
object was, I take it, to help the soldiers to
realise the situation in Britain where many of
them would be stationed. In crossing the At-
lantic in a boat full of “Y" workers, I was
asked to give addresses on the same lines, as
few of these crusaders had ever seen Europe.
What happened? An attempt was made by
direct appeal to Mr. Newton D, Baker to have
the book suppressed by military order. In a
letter to the State Department, Mr. Joseph C.
Pelletier, District Attorney of Boston, makes
onslaught on Dr. John R. Mott and compli-
ments my own country in this vivacious
fashion:

Your Honor—that is Mr. Baker—
knows full well the interpretation which
our Doughboys gave the initials “A. E.
F."—“After England Failed.”

Again:

God preserve us from England's treat-
ment of labour, of the poor, of the sick.
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Again:

We need no French, no English, no
Italian propaganda to stimulate us to just
regard for your European brethren. The
American people want facts:

This, I confess, interested me very much.
Anything a Frenchman or an Italian or an
Englishman may say in the United States is
“propaganda” But anything about the Irish
Republic is “facts.”

This monopoly claimed for anti-British
writing is of course repudiated with indigna-
tion by the more reputable journals throughout
the United States. It is, however, sufficiently
serious to warrant a word of genial warning
before tnings drift any further. This mom-
ing, I have cabled to Britain the information
contained in the following announcement:

ASKS PRESIDENT TO RECEIVE
IRISH ENVOY

Special to The New York Times
WasaIiNGTON, May 6.—Representative
James A. Hammill of New Jersey offered
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to-day in the House of Representatives a
joint resolution seeking to have Congress
“suggest” to President Wilson that he
refuse to receive Sir Auckland Geddes
as “Ireland’s diplomatic representative.”
The resolution suggests that the President
receive, instead, Dr. Patrick McCarton,
“the Minister named by the duly elected
Government of the Republic of Ireland.”
No action was taken on the resclution,
which was referred to committee. The
Hammill resolution read:

“Whereas, Sir Auckland Geddes is about
to present his credentials as Ambassador
from Great Britain and Ireland to the
United States; and,

“Whereas, the President of the United
States, in Paris, on January 20, 1919,
said, ‘we are here to see that every people
shall govern themselves, not as we wish,
but as they wish’; and,

“Whereas, the people of Ireland, in
December, 1918, by -a vote of 3 to 1,
elected to live under a republican form of
government; and,



