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PART SECOND.
SPECIAL LESSONS FOR GIRLS.

THE LITTLE DOVE.

Many hundred years apo there lived in the old castle
of Falkenbury & brave knight named Theobald and his
amiable wife Ottilia, The knight was as kind-hearted
aa he was brave, and was the defonder of all that were
oppressed, aeking for no reward but the pleasure of doing
good to his fellow.creatures. The Lady Ottilis, too,

epent most of her time in works of kindnoess, visiting
Giris H
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the sick in their cottages in the neighbouring wvalley,
whila the dessrving poor fonnd help and kindness st the
caatle,

The only child of thesa excellemt peopls, & little girl
of sbout eight years old, followed in the fooisteps of
her parenta, and knew no greater pleawnre than giving
happiness to othera, The whole family was everywhere
loved and honoured, and the blessing of God seemed to
rest upon them, prospering all their worldly econcerns,
for they belonged {o one of the weslthiest nobls families
in the land.

One fine bright summer’s day, Lady Ottilia snd Agnes
want, after dinner, into the garden, which was situsted
on the slope of the mountain; a little door in the wall of
the castle coart led to it by a Bight of stone steps.
They stood for a while beside o fountuin in the middle
of the garden, watching the waler as if sparkled in the
sun and foll in & thewsand drops, reflecting all the
eolours of the minhow. Then they sat down in a shady
vine-arbonr of frellis-work, and worked busily at a dreas

* they were making for a poor orphan child, Everything
waa still and peaceful ; the silence was cnly broken by
the cheerful somg of the linnet and the pleasant splashing
of the water,

Suddenly something white Hattered into the arbour,
pursued by a bird of pray, which hovered for an instant
with outstretched wings over the entrance, bat Hew
quickly away, scared by the sight of those within.
Apnes waa for a mement too frightened to look round ;
but her mother said, langbing, * Do not be afraid ; it is
nothing but e little bird, which has taken refuge from a
kite. Bee, it 18 a snow.white dove, snd, in its fear, it
has hidden iteelf bebind you.' 8he took it up, looked
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ah Aguee. and said, *Bhall we have it vooked in the
evening £’

*Coolead !* eried Agnes, horrified, atratuhing out her
bands for the dowe, as if to save it from the threatened
denth : ‘surely, dear mother, you sre not in earnest!
The poor bird has eome here for safety; we must not
killit. Oh, sea how pretty it iz!| Tt is as white as aoow,
and ita Little feet are red, liks soral. See how its heart
is beating. It looke with its innocent eyes, as if it were
begging ne not to kill it. No, yon dear little thing,
nobody shall hort yon. You come hove for safety, and
yon shall be faken care of)’

*You are right, my dear child, said the mother,
kindly, *You have puessed my meaning ; I only wished
to try you, Take the bird to your room and feed it
We must never turn away the unfortunate who come
to us for hulp, and even a.n.m’mle. have a claim wpon our
kindness."

The mother ordered & prethy eange, with a red roof
snd  green latfice-work {0 be made. Agnes placed
it in & eorner of her toom, snd the litdle bird soon
becams quite fames, and learned to eat out of her
haaed,

Early in the morning, while Agnes was E.t.ﬂl agleep,
the liftle bird wonld fly apon her pillow, amd give her
no pence till she got up and fod it. Agnes complained
to her mother, and said, ' T know what I will do to pre-
vent the tromblesome bird from disturbing me in my
pleep, T will fasten the cage at night, so that he can-
not get ont in the morning.’

*No,' said her mother, © you had better learn from the
bird to get up earlier. Early vising is good both for the
health and epirits; and ghould you net be sshamed of

B3
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being mora idle than & dove?' Thua Agnes beeame
accustomed to early riging,

One dey Agnes was gitting near the open window at
needlework, whils the dove was picking np some erombs
at her feet. Buddenly it flaw out of the window sad
settled on the nearest Toof. Agnes uttered a loud ory;
her mother came, and asked her what was the matter.

‘Oh! my little dove!” paid Agned, in tears, pointing
to the roof where the bird was sitting.

* Call it baclk,' eaid her mother.

Agmes did so, and immedistely the dove flaw down,
and settled npon her outstretched hand. Agmes was
delightad at the bird’s obedience, and her mother
said, *I hope you will always be as cbedient to me as
the dove is to you ; it will give me more pleasnre then
even you have felt. 'Will you proraise me this 7' Agnes
promised, and kept her word; and from that time it
would have besn diffienlt to find & more obedient child.

Oue day Agnes bad been watering her flowers in the
garden, and sat down by her mother on the green bank
near the fountain, The dove, which was now so fame
that Agnes let it fly sbout, ceme to the fountain fo
drink.

* Look, mother,” said Agnes,  how cantionsly it steps
from ome mossy stone to ancther, and how carefolly it
avoids the mud. How very clean it is; you never see
the slightest speck upon ita white feathers.’

* And how eareless Agneais]” said her mother, point-
ing to the child’s white frock, which she bad soiled in
filling her water-can. Apnes coloured ; and from that
time no spot was ever seen to remain long on her white
dress. !

One day Agnes wenf, alittle journey with her mpther,



