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I.

PERBONAL MORALITY.

Tre religion of the futare witl be in no way, I
believa, more sirongly contrasted with Christianity
than in the ipcreased attention it will give to pab-
lic guestions. (rperating powerfolly on private
life, Christianity has done likle to introduece
athica into the world’s affalrs. To the great soccial
queations of to-day, it in strangely indifferent.
But a new religion, with a fresh senee of the prin.
oiples of justios, will demand their recognition
and triumph everywhers. Wherever men have
dealings with men,—whether it be between peoples
or individoals, and whatever the dealings may be,
—there morality has application; and its ideals
should be held np.

But it wonld be a sad mistake to ignore ques-
tions relating to the private life of men. There
is a social sthios and a privete ethics. Often has
it been said on this platform thas seli-reform muost
go hand in hand witk sfforts to reform society.
We ocan agitste for religions justice in Eogland
and for politicel and social justice in Ireland ; but
those reforms are Lo be ¢ffected alsawhers, not hare,
—by Englishmén and Irishmen, not by onraslves.
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By personal morality, 1 msean so much of the good
88 is to be realizad by ourselves and im onr own
private and interior lives.

A special solemoity gathers about this branch
of ethies. It is something, indeed, to think justly
and to call for justics, while the many are indifer-
ont to it; but it i & graver thing o fesl that we
must oorselvea do what we demand, that we are
reaponsible for the result. In social ethics, we
view ourselves as parta of a whole: in privais
athics, esch one iz himmsll a whols; and the law
he oconosives no one alse bot himself can cbey.
There ia oo more wonderful or more moving
thonght than this of personal responsibility. It
strikea home to the centrs of ouraelves, which is
not the mind or the conaciencs or the heart, bat
the will, A wvoioa seemn to say : To thee, individ-
pally, O man, is given a task. Thon art not one
of & wass merely: thoo countest by thysell. Thom
art what no one else in the world is, Thon hast
a duty that no ons else in the world can do. Ba-
ered art thouo in the plan of the world. Revere
thyself, then, and 41 ont thy are of $he great cirale
of daty. Without thee, that circle must remain
forever incomplete.

The first lesson of psrsonal ethios is self-rever-
ence. Morality ia sometimes resclved into sym-
pathy and regard for others, It is not so. There
is something due ourselves aa froly me to father
or mother or wife or sister or friend. The same
reason that exists for respeciing them exista for
respecting onrselves. [ want no one to show signe
of respect to me who doss not stand on his or her
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own ground, sand in their bearing and demeanor
show that they have an equal ssnse of what is doe
themselves. I cannot comceive anything more
lamentable than that ons should think that obli-
gation firet arisas when we think of the claims of
others, and that, in his persooal sod private life,
ks may do this or that, and just as he pleasas,
becansa it conesrns himsslf slone. He who gues-
tions that thers is a duty to himself is lisble to
question, sconar or later, whether thers be any
real duty to others; for the others are only human
beings like himself. And, if he fesls no obliga-
tion toward himself, why should he to them?
But the trath is, all are sacted,—others and him-
salf. To all is given a task, to each one partio-
ularly and individnally, as thoogh no one else
were in axistenos; and the task most, to » certain
extent, be accomplished by sach ane, separately
and alome.

What are the things for which we are thus per-
sonally responsible? What sre the things over
which we ourselves bave control? Firet, ceriainly,
our private habits, Thesa may bs kvown by no
one but ourselves, but we ara as responsible for
them as if they were known to all the world. We
are responsible, not beosuse of their effect wpon
others, but becanse we ought to have pare habits,
becanss these alone are worthy of homan beings.
Every ons ahould have a certain jealonsy over
himself, an honest pride in himself, in roliog his
own impulses, in pever indelging himself to ex-
oass, in aveiding all temptations that he knows

may be too sttong for him, in keepiag his body



sa well as his sonl—what is onseen and what is
seen—aweet sod clean. Tall ma, if it were possi-
ble, what s man's privaie and most solitary habita
are, and I will tell yon whether be really respects
himsolf, whether whatever decency and respects-
bility he has are for show or are s part of his very
fibre and maksup 29 a man, I have read of some
one who, wheo slone, st down to dinper with
the same regard for form and ceremony sa if he
wors acotertrining & company of friends. His
instinot, at lesst, was right. For whatever meas-
ure of form and ceremony is proper om such an
ooossion is so beoause human beiogs sit down
t> tha tabls, and nol bacsuse of their namber.
All our private habits should reveal our senss of
what is due o the homaaity in os. Therefore,
wa should not drink to exceas or eat to expeas;
for this iz brotish. Therefors, we ahonld eontrol
all onr appetites; otherwise there is the abdica-
tiom of the remson, whieh makes the truly human
part of ns. Therefore, the body should be treated
with reverence, bacause it is the abods snd taber-
necle of our humanity. Therefors, neglect of the
perscn and slovenliness are disgnsting, becanse
they reveal the lack of & sense of what is becom-
ing to = man. Never let us think that our private
habita are of no comsequence; that, if they do not
harm others, they do wo barm. They harm ws,
¥Fe know of them, snd we am lowered in oor own
ssteam by the knowledge of them. By every an-
chaste sot, by every surrendsr of reason to passion,
by all sxsesa and by all meannses in our manner
of life, and peglest of the body as well, the fair



