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PREEFACE,

Tur following pages comprise an unabridged
translation of a very remarkable pamphlet which
has recently appeared in Paris, and which has there
met with & moat coormons sale.  The aothor of it,
a distingmished Parisian jouwrnalist, 13 known to be
an emissary of the French President's, and was
the party emploved by him to disseminate the first
apparcntly truthful statement rcapecting the cou-
spiracy which Louis Napoleon alleped had been
entered nto by numerous members of the Assem-
bly with a view of cffecting bis deposition from the
Presidential office. That this official narrative
and justification of the eveuts of December is
worthy of being reproduced in an English form
may be gathered from the following extract from
the Times, which a few days since reviewed the
-Prench edition of this pamphlet.

“The pen of an able writer has heen successfully
employed to illustrate, if not to justify, the re-
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markeble proceedings by which Louis Napoleon
accomplished the overthrew of the Constitution
he had sworn to maintain, M. Granier de Cas-
sagnac has published a narrative of the conspiracy
and its exeeution, which may probably be received
for an approximation to the actnal truth a8 near
as we are likely to obtain. Of the motives which
originally induced the (rovernment to misrepre-
sent the circumstanees of the transaction many are
now past, ond the same sceurity which suggested
the release of the Parhiamentary captives will now
permit & genuing history of their capture. A more
curious document hag seldom heen given to the
world; and in perusing it we seem to have fallen
npon the details of some old Genocse or Venefian
plot, where one faction of the Senate or nolility
conspired against the other to bresk forth in the
dead of night, to seize the galleys, to storm the
palaces of political foes, and to snnounce to the
citizens in the morning that a revolution had been
effected during their slumbers.”



A FULL AND AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT
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EVENTS OF DECEMBER, 18351,

]n-

"Ta this vary houwr docs the general astonishment cou-
tinua which was excited by the intolemble situstion
wherein France found hereelf plunged through the syste-
matic hostihity of the Assembly and the barefaced cabals
promoted by the partisane of & furmer order of things.

Trade snd labowr, and the condaet of government, had
become impracticable. Apgriculturs, industry, cornwmerce,
the landed intercat, cobetituted authoritizz, the =ocial
gyatemn itself—all peemed at thedr last gusp.

As for the railways, the Assembly put a stop to their
ennstruction by coaseless detays aud by syatems ineapable
of being cerTied into effect.

How eould the authorities cxort those steong and only
means possessed by them for the suppression of Socialism?
They were held in eheelc by the Assembly by the refasal
of » law for the cashiering of unworthy mmgers. As
regarded the gratitnde gnd consideration due to the
army's ancient services, the Assembly refuzed to ne-
knowledge them, by rejectiog the petition, modest as it
was, tendered with a view to ald the glorions state of
privetion endared by our old soldiers.

Or how revise a senzcless eonstitation that handed
over Franes, bound hand and foot, to the Communist
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and demagopue, when the Assembly rejected such revi-
sion, although demanded by petitions to which above
2,000,000 signatures were nﬂiE:cEed, by an immense ma-
jority of the conseils d'arrondissement, and by eighty
conseils general of departroents ont of eighty-six?

II.

SBoch a situetion was intolerable @ to bring it to an
endd became indispensalie.

On this all Parl;icg wore agrend,  Fre they set out to
procacd to their respective departments, a considerable
number of eonservative representatives, when waiting on
the Presidont to take their leave, conjurad him to
dissolve the Aseembly before they retnmed.

At the same pariod the party termed the fusten party
=et on foot- overbares to the D'resident, either with the
view of niding him 1o suve soclety or fo re-unite them-
selves to him for the mafotenance of order should it
bacome indispensihle 1o have recourse {0 a eoup d'état.

A fow duye poor to the meeting again of the Assem-
bly, representacives helonging tn the Red and Bocialist
party eaused & proposition to be submittod to the Preai-
dent to the effect that he should rely cpen them, and
select B Blinister [rom thedr rawks,

To erown all, during the evening of the st of Decem:
ber, a proposal to vo-opevate with Louis Napoleon was
brought to him in the name of the heads of the Legi-
Hmist party.

Thus it appoars that all parties without exception were
of opinion that the position was no longer tenable, and
euch offered its aid to the President in order to facilitate
his extrication therefrom—only cach reapective party
wished the President to rely on it, and it exclusively,
and Louis Napoleon chose to rely on France alone,

IIL.

The President of the Hepublie, beset by two conspi-
racies, and compelled by his responsibility as head of the




