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INTRODUCTION,

The Puget Sound country is romantic without
being old. Unlike the mining regions of the fHat
and ruder West, Puget Sound was born civilized.
The country was settled by the Enest representa-
tives of American manhood, In a club organized
in a new town there were counted more than two
hundred vniversity men, The sharp [usilade of
a street fight, the terror of the average new West,
here gave place to the mellow accents of a Greek
tragedy. The oratory of the "Seven Hills" found
a new home at the base of a great mountain, It
is but natural that out of this countty should come
a novel: and to me it is also natural that the lead
should be taken by William Lightfoot Visscher,
His long training as a writer, his fervid fancy,

his insight into character, his warm imagination,
fit him ably for the work. OFIE READ.






PREFACE

If this book does not, of itself, interest those who
take il up, cerlainly a preface would not compel an
interest. Hence this is merely the form of such an
itroduction.

However, it may not ke out of the way to remark
Lhat the story contained hercin is presented under
the garb of fiction wherewith {u clothe some interest-
ing facts, pust and present—facts that are stranger
than fiction —and attempts to give the atmosphere
of a region and its conditiens, that have not been
considerably explorted n romance.

W. L. V.



