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PREFATORY NOTICE.

Tar aubstance of the following pagea was preachad
before my Society ina seried of cight disccuraes, in
the spring of 1832, In printing these discourses, I
have given them the tide of Periods, because the
name of Seemons saeme too formal for such a subject,
and disturba the appearance of historical continnity, I
have, however, retained the style of dircet address to
an sudience, in the belief that by ao doing I shouold
rather help than hozt erhinder the narrative.

I bave ventored to publish this IMistory of King's
Chapel, becanse I trusted that it woald be interesting
to the members of my congregation ; because I hoped
that it might be interesting to readers in general, 3 s
contribution, though mmall, to the eeclesinstical history
of New-Englend ; and becavse I was almost sure of
the favor of entiquaries, to whom facts are never np-
impertant or doll.



INTRODUCTION,

LOYE OF GGD'A HOUSE. —FIRET EFIBOOTALIAN CONTRO-
VERSIER IN NEW ENOGLAND.

LIAD, [ HAVE LOFED THE HABITATION OF THY HOUSE,
AHD THE FLACE WHERE THINE HONOH DWELLETH.—
P, zxvi. 8,

Taz place in which we ere accustomed to
meet together for the worship of God, and, as the
ssbbaths and the seasons roll on, to unite in praise
and prayer with kindred and friepds; the place
in which cur Baviour is commemorated, our child-
ren are baptized, our sorrows find iheir console-
tian, and our cares their rest, is aboly place, and
one which we well may love. The Jews were
devotedly attached to their temple; they were
deeply impressed with the idea of itz holiness;
they were proud of its rich and solemn beauty.
It was associated in their minds with their glory
23 a nation, with ther existence as a favored end
separate people. This attachment grew ‘1o be
excessive ; it lost the spirituality of its character ;
the temple was admired more for its external
form than for its sscred uses; and the regard

1



2 Y IKTRODVETION.

which was paid to it became in a high degree
superstitions, formal and exclusive. While we
would avoid these perversions of the love which
they entertained for their sanctuary, we cannot
help sympathizing with the sentiment itself. Nor
18 it desirable that we should struggle against a
feeling so natural, eod, if well regulated, so useful,
Let us say what we will apaimst attechment 10
particular places, it is one which nature and the
operations of our own minds will always oblige us
to form. Let us assert as we may that one place
is oo holier than snother, yet will holy aszocia-
tions continue to make holy places, so long as
rebigious feeling exists, and the worship of God
endures, IT we fully receive the great Christan
principle,'that God must be worslupped mn spinit
and i truth, we are completely guarded against
an undue attaclunent or revercnee for the hiouse
in which he is worshipped ; and then the affec-
tiopate reversnce which we may fecly cherish for
the house, will even ai¢ the warmth and sincerity
of the devotions which we offer therein to Him
whe i3 2 spirit.

Such are my own feelings, such my convictions,
I am not so afraid of superstition as to keep up a
perpetual war with my heart. [ love the place
where God's hooor dwelleth — the holy place
where his name and praise ars publicly acknow-



INTEODUCTION. 3

ledged, and the majesty of his presence is unitediy
felt. Ilove, more especially, this bouse in which
we are now assembled. My associations with it
are many, and early, and saered. T love iv for
the beauty of its constroction, for the memories
with which it is 6lled, for its eonnexion with
times that ere gone, countenances that have been
changed, and friends who have passed away.

[t is this love which has prompted me to inves-
tigate the history of our church. Some who
hear me, have agsocistions with it very sumilar to
my own. Some have known it much longer
than I have, end are more variously connected
with it. Its history includes so many well known
names, important events, and changes of opinion,
that tha relation of it will, I trust, be uninter-
esting to none.

The materials of this narrative will b chiefly
derived from the original manuseript records of
the church ; but I have also, as time and oppor-
tunity permitted, consulted printed histories and
documents.

The first serious and organized efforts to erect
un Episcopal Church in Boston were made in the
year 1686, It is not to be supposed, however,
that there had not been, before this time, and
even from the first settlement of the Massachusetts



