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The Argentine Republie,

Of all the countries of Amerea which at one time belonged
to the Spanish Empire, the Argentine Republic has in the most
satistactory manner solved the vital problem of toreign immi-
gration and colonization. Un the famous speech which, at the
meeting of the International American Conterence, April 2, 18g0.
was delivered by the eminent statesioun and accorplished scholar.
Dr. Don Rogee=Saemz Penia, the tact was toretbly stated that the
Argentine Republic. by her wise laws and clever management in
regrard to this subject. had suceeeded 1o atiracting o her erntory
a regular and steady current of imumigration, which amounred ro
about 300,000 souls annuully, and which in nomanner endangered
or obstructed either the institutions of the country or the peace and
safety of its inhabitants. |

Article 20 of the Constitution of the Argentine nation reads
as tollows:

_' Aliens shall enjorv in the territory of the nation the smwe civil rights as s
etizens, T'hc_‘-' have full liberty to chrape i all kieds of Bosingss, industnal,
commercial, or professional, and are authorized oo own, held, and possess
I'{.'-ll cs‘..‘htc.:ll_'quirt' ;l h:l-' r"llrl_'h.'l..‘-c1 ITI]'IEF;‘.:I.TIL'E‘ nr L'I:]:l' uth'r lL'u_’.I] ik, .I.II:E
to sell or convey it to others,  They are atso allowed 2o navigate the rivers
of the chuhlic‘ and along the coasts of the same, and o practice freely their
own rc]iginn, 'I‘ht:-.' cin dis]‘na: h}' will of the praperiy of which thev are
possessed, provided that the disposition which they make is nor in contravention
of the law of the counrry, and contract valid marddages, subjeer o the same
proviso. Thev are entitled o obtain natusabization in the Republic if they so
T
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desire, upon application for rha: purpose and sufficient preof that they have
resided: continaously wichin the limits of the country for the peried of two
vears; but this periad may be shortered ar the discretion of the proper aothor-
ities, 8t the request af the applicant, and upon }\mu}' that he rendered some
service to the Rt["uh]lt

By other sections'of the constitution the following rights are
guaranteed to all residents of the Argentine nation :

Absolute liberty o engage themselves in all kinds of lawful
vork, industry, navigation. or commerce,  Absolute and unre-
stricred right of petition to the authorities.  Absolute and unre-
stricted freedom to enter the Argentine ternitory, travel through it
remain i It or leave it.  Absolute liberty to give the public,
through the press, their owa ideas in all matters, withour previous
censorship of any kind,  Absolute night to hold and possess prop-
erty of all kinds and freely dispose of itr.  Absolute freedom of
association tor all kinds of usetul purposes.  Unrestricted freedom
of worship.  Absolute liberty to teach and to leamn. |

Equality betore the law.  There are no slaves in the Republic,
and the few who existed in 1860 were at once set tree by the con-
stitution.  The purchase or sale ot a human being is a criminal
offense severely punished by the Penal Code, Slaves coming from
abroad become free as soon as they set their teet on the Argentine
soil.  No privileged classes, titles ot nobility, or personal distine-
tions on account of birth. pretession, cte. are recognized by law.
L quaiity also prevails in matters of taxation and in the distribu-
tion of public duries and burdens.

Private property can not be taken tor public use, uniess by
operation of law and upon the previous payment of the proper
indemnity. The penalty of conhscation ot property is absolutely
Llhllli:—!hl‘(i.

No punishment can be inflicted upon any inhabitant of the
Republic except upon regular trial and tor offenses which are de-
clated to be such by laws previously enacted. nor can those mals
be conducted by special commisstons, or by courts different from
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those which were ot competent punisdiction uneder the general laws
in torce prior to the offense,  Absolute invielability is guarinteed
by law, both to the defense o all the inhabitants ot the Republic
in all their cases, whether civil or erominal, betore the courrs, and
to the domicile ot atl ot them and their private papers and corre-
spondence.  The penaley of death exn not be inflicted for political
ofienses.

Naturalized citizens are exemypted trom military service during
the ten years subsequent to their admission to eitizenship,  Dut
this privilege may be waived by them it they wish, and i that
case they nuy be allowed to render this service,

TArticle 23 provides as follows:

':I'hc Federal Government shall promote and encourage Eucopean immigration.
It shall have no power to restrice, ter liniz, or to burden with taxes or charges
of any kind, the afflux to the tertitory of the Republic of any foreignees coming
to it to cultivate its soil, to improve its induscries, or o introduce and reach
the sciences and arts, :III

The Law of Immigration and Colonization for the Argentine
R::puhlic, enacted October 6, 13?(}, estublizhed gt'.nt’!ru] Burean
of immigration, under the supervision of the Secretary ot the Ine
terior. Lo the able munagement ot this office and the liberudiry
shown by the Goverment in the distribution of the public lands.
as well as to the natural tertility of the country, the great suceess
secured i this matter has undoubtediy been due.

This noportant kaw consists of two parts: b Immigration:”
[1. #Colonization.”

The first part, subdivided into ten chapters, substantially pro-
vides as follows;

Chapter | (sections 1 to 3), tor the organization of the bureau
of immigration and the determination of its duttes and powers,

Chapter 11 (sections 4 and §). tor the appointment of immi-
gration agents in several localities of Earope and Ameriea.

Chapter 11 (sections f to 8y, tor the establishment of several
commissions of innnigration, subject to the general bureau, to sit



