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ELIZABETH SCHUYLER.

CuarTsr 1.

Revolution was seething in New York as well
as Massachusetts and Virginia and throughout the
cﬂuntlz for several years before the war n for
the independence of the thirteen colonies. Unjust
decrees of despotic governors were stoutly resisted.
When the stamp act was repealed the Sons of Lib-
erty erected & liberty pole, which served as the bat-
tle ground when British soldiers attempted to de-
stroy it. Fresh impoeitions, new outr on the
part of the British government aroused the peo-
ple, and the SBone of Liberty shouted defiance to
measures which curteiled their rights. Handbills
were circulated and John Lamb was chosen to pre-
gide over a public meeting in the Fields.

“Once more the dastardly red coats have cut
down our liberty pole,” cried Lamb, hie eyes flagh-
ing with anger. “How long will Americans sub-
mit to these ontrages? I call on the Sons of Lib-
erty to take matters into their own hands, since
we have nothing to expect from the British -
ernment. They threw us a promise of repenﬁ\g;f
reform, which was like a short blanket insufficient
to cover a shivering mortal. British arrogance im-
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posed the hilleting act after the repeal of the
stamp act, for, as Franklin said, they want to make
us pay dear for our whistle, Self-interest is para-
mount to justice with these haughty Britishers.
The spirit of the times renders it imperative that
the people should try to avert the result of the in-

glortous base conduct of our general assembly.

e minions of t.iyra.nny would despoil us not enly
of the emblem of freedom, but also of our birth-
right. The red coats insult our women and out-
rage our citizens, while the representatives of the
British government betray our trust. Will you
suffer your rights to be wrested from you by the
Tory Assembly? No, my countrymen, arouse your-
selves, imitate the nobla example of the friends of
liberty in Enﬁlanﬂ who, in order not to be en
s]aveg contend with King, Lords and Commous.
Again I say, will you euffer your rights to be
wrested from you? Will you join together with the
Sons of Liberty to defeat unjust decreea?”

“We will, we will P shouted his hearers.

John Lamb was & native of New York, sbout
thirty-five years old at the time our story begins.
His large, black eyes were shaded by bushy eye-
brows and hia broad brow, prominent nose and
square chin gave indication of a stubborn will. A
staunch lover of liberty, he joined the Sons of Lib-
erty, & patriotic body which was organized at the
time of the stirring daye of the Zenger trial by
Williamn Smith, William Livingston and John
Morin Secott for the protection of popular rights.

“No soldier shall be allowed to parade our streets
nor to insult our women, for we are determined to

enforce proper respect from the British " shouted
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