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PREFACE

Avy well-established subjects of instruction in the
publie schools are more or less stundardized and uni-
form throughout the country. The fields of seicnce,
mathematies, English, and history have been carefully
outlined. Instruction in vocational subjects is not so
well defined, and it may take many more years to
determine the proper subject-imatter and methods in
e order to secure desired vocational results from such

instruction.
Agriculture has been taught in the public schools for
a sufficient number of years to warrant the following
S conclusions: —
-~ (a) That apricalture as a subject of study contrib-
utes to certain great values and controls of life;
(b) That agriculture applies directly to conerete
problems of everyday life, whose solution has
educational values; and
% (¢) That the study of agriculture liberalizes the ed-
ucation of the student as well as trains him di-
rectly in the vecation of farmung, resulting in
improved farm practice.
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Agriculture is one of the major vocations and basic
industries, There i3 o fund of agricultural knowledge
which has prown out of the experience of farmers and
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of the educational work of the land-grant colleges for
the past fifty wyears, and this agricultural knowledge
has been and can be taught, Our problem is to or-
ganize that part of agricultural seience and practice
which is teachable in the public schools, and to estab-
lish such principles and methods as will guide in the
proper teaching of the subject, Agriculture in the pub-
lic schools should have a decided vocational aim. It
should give the student a degree of accurate knowl-
edpge and skill and familiarity with the best modern
farm practices. Agricultural education should guar-
antee that the future farmers be educated country
gentlemen who work with their hands, and gather
about them the best things which civilization affords,

Within these pages are recommendations concern-
ing the aim, the scope of work, the principles, materials,
and methods to be used in teaching agriculture in ele-
mentary and secondary schools.

Areras W. Novaw.
Uasawa, ITvemors, ;
Janunry, 1918,
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INTRODUCTION

Taar the teaching of agriculture should be at-
tempted at all was until recently quite commonly
regarded as one of the fads that would speedily perish
in the wreckage of its own failures. Instead, it has
lived, and to-day it constitutes a basis for the recasting
of many of our convictions, not only as to the materials
and methods, but also as to the ideals and purposes, of
education.

Whether the chief purpose in any individual in-
stance is the education of farmers, or whether it is the
utilization of the materials and methods of farming for
the purpose of a general education, the living force, if
there be any, in agricultural materials lies in the two
facts: first, that agriculture is a part of nature; and
second, that by these agricultural materials we make
use of natural facts and forces for the definite end of
sustaining life.

It has been but inevitable that some mistakes
should be made in our earlier attempts to teach this
complicated and difficult subject. We have often been
quite uncertain as to whether we were teaching a sci-
ence or an art, or whether after all our prineipal pur-
pose was not, perhaps withoutl our knowing it, to edu-
cate men. If the former were our purpose, we were
very strenuous sbout materials, and if the latter
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assumed greater prominence in our minds, we empha-
sized methods.

We have often forgotten that even in so far as agri-
culture is a science, il is not an exaet science like math-
cmatics. Much bad teaching has been done, no douhbt,
simply because of a determination to compel the stu-
dent to get his lessons and to maintain grades indica-
tive of a creditable academic standard. Have these
grades or credits been too easily earned? Then the
course has been stiffened by adding a mass of * mem-
ory work ” not very different in purpose or character
from the “ busy work ** of the lower grades. It must be
definitely understood that no student in any branch
of & natural science will ever make the grades that are
sometimes found in mathematies, for example, where
a mark ol perfection is clearly possible.

But academic standing is not the true measure of
success, either in the teaching or in the study of agri-
culture, That measure is found in the performance of
those who actually go to the land, live there, and suc-
ceed; for, after all, the fundamental purpoese of our
great system of agricultural education is to insure a
better agriculture and to make a country life as nearly
perfect as possible.

The object of agricultural education is not even to
arrest the tide that flows eityward and turn it back to
the land, although that is one of the results; but the
great purpose is to fit for country life those who have
cast, or who are about to cast, their lots with the farm,



