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FIRE mist and a planet,

A crystal and a cell,
A jellyfish and a saurian,
And caves where the cavemen dwell —
Then a sense of law and beauty,
And a face turned from the clod:
Some eall it EVOLUTION,
And some call it GOD.,

. William Herberl Carruih.
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PREFACE

In adding to this presentation of Lang-
don Smith's EVOLUTION a few kindred
poems it has not been the editor’s inten-
tion to attempt to make an anthology of
the poetry of evolution or reincarnation.
Although this poem is the best known
(perhaps to some the only well known)
verse expressing this line of thought, a
great mass of correlative poetry shows
that so far from the idea being an isolated
one, peculiar to Langdon Smith, a belief
mthcmntuautfnflnfe.mdwmmtht
persistence of essential identity, is one
which has found constant expression by

To gather adequately these inspirational
utterances in poetry would make a large
volume, more apt to serve as a reference
book than as a vade mecurn.  But as there
has long been a desire for a pocket edition
of the title poem it has seemed good to
include herein a few of the poems that in
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one way or another express most con-
cretely and most strikingly the ideas sug-
gested by Mr. Smith's verses.

Two lines of thought harmonize natur-
ally with his poem, for the idea of per-
sonal reincarnation is as dominant a note
therein as is the conviction of the conti-
nuity of life. The editor feels that Little
explanation is needed for his choice of
material since he hopes that the poems
themselves and their sequence may make
manifest the harmony which has appealed
to him. While most of the verses are
well known he believes that many people
may be glad to find them gathered to-
gether in small compass, and doubtless
several of them will be new to some read-
ers. He also hopes that the appositeness
of its subject matter may be a sufficient
reason to condone the egotism of including
a poem of his own which has not hitherto
been published,

Loa Angeles, 1915. L. M.
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