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WILLIAM SHAKESPERE.

CHAFTER L

WiILLiaM SHAKESPERE'S EPITAPHS AND CHAIRS AT STRATFORD-
ON-AVON.

THERE is one point above all others which bears strongly against
the theory that William Shakspere, of Stratford-on-Aven, was the
author of the so-called Shakespeare’s Plays, and that is the
audacious doggerel which has been fathered on his memory.
William Shakspere, after a disrepatable youth, marrying at 17
or 18 a woman many years older than himself, whose child was
soon after born, the son of a father who could not write his
name, and in debt and difficulty, and who himself {pere) had
been within the clutches of the law, found his native place too
hot to hold him, and if the umiversal tradition on the subject
is worth anything, having a warrant out against him for poaching,
“ flitted ¥ to London, became a stage-slayer, went in for specula-
tion in building a theatre, laid out his modest earnings judiciously,
bought a house in his native place, another in London * within
the precinct of the late Black Fryers,” retired to New Place,
died, and was buried in the church of that dirty town, in






