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PREFACE

S a man nears the term of life, the question
may properly anse whether experience has
vielded him results which he should not carry

away with him when he dies. It is a quesdon of
doubtful answer: for not only are personal inward

experiences seldom — almost never — ht subjeer for
communication to others, but even rhe practical re-
sults of such experience, realized thmught and con-
clusions, mayv have hittle value outside the individual,
however decisive their influence upon himself. Self
deception in such a matter is easv; the sense of pro-
portion is readily lost; one may think oo highly of
his thoughts as well as of himself.

On the other hand, the fortunate provision that
a man shall carry away wiath him no possession ex-
ternal to himself does not hold in the case of that
most profitable of all the assets of living, the fixed
and certain practical conclusions, the combined out-
come of experience and reflection, which command
allegiance and influence conduer. These may have
value to fellow-combatants in the bartle of life, and
this can be assured only by commiting them 1w
writing. The effore so to do, moreover, is useful w
the person himself; and that in two ways. First,

¥



Vi FREFACE

he will be forced penerally to recognize thar his
thoughts and conclusions are fragmentary in char-
acter; thar they need arrangement and codrdmaton.
Even though he already realize the supremacy of
some particular one among them, the others need
to be correctly grouped around that one, in their
due relation to each other, Secondly, thus con-
fronting admitted prnciples of action will bring
home the shortcoming of conduct, in a manner and
to a degree calculated to sober forever any undue
self-appreciation.

One clear duty of old age, whether as regards
personal character or unfulfilled purposes, i1s to
gather up the fragments that remamn; to redeem
lost time and lost opportunity; to unlize what is
left of powers which may have begun to fail, and the
remnants of thought or knowledge lying sull at loose
ends. Such economy, which makes the householder
to prosper, is stll more needful to the life; as the
one exceeds the other in importance. Never is this
more urgently true than when the tme, always
short, has become surely scant.

That which is offered here is literally fragmen-
tary, in origin and in essential characteristics; the
purely oeccasional resules, yielded o reflection and
to experience in the course of life, noted as they
occurted. It was the purpose of the author rto
emphasize this fact by a ritle: Frapments that Re-
main; hut this was found w have been used already
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by another writer. The attempt certainly has been
made to weave these disconnected thoughts into a
coherent whole, presenting a certain sequence of
arrangement; but there 1s in rhis nothing of the
elaboration which inheres in the word “system.”
The urmost that has been sought 15 the predom-
nance of a particular thought, which, by a process
resembling that of natural selection, has come to be
the centre around which all else groups iself, in re-
lation and subordination.

That thought is that man to-day is suscepuble of
an enthusiasm for Jesus Chnst, resembling, but
surpassing, that which has been shown in past times
for this or that historical character in many navons;
and that this enthusiasm 1s love, because it is n-
spired less by His mighty deeds than by the sense of
the excellence of His Person, and by realizavion of
personal relation o Him. In this respect His su-
premacy is so absolute and wunapproachable that
He alone amang the sons of men stands the adequate
object of affection; not to this nation or that, not
to this epoch or the other, but to universal mankind
and to every age. The single motive, for the honor
of Christ, —or as He put it for Himself, for che
glory of God, — 15 alone full of Lighe. It unifes all
action and solves all perplexities. Nothing new?
No; only always new.

An expression has been attributed o Napoleon,
that the enthusiasm, which was stirred in his armies
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by his presence on a barttle feld, was still aroused
after eighteen centuries by the Name of Jesus
Christ, in myriads who had never seen Him; so
that for Him too they were ready to die. Whether
truly atributed or nog, the words are truth; and
they are true because He lives now, and His unseen
presence is the life of His followers,

There are many wha apply o Christian life the
test of our Lord's words: He that hath My Com-
mandments and keepeth them, he it is that loves
Me. Comparatively, little heed 1s given to His other
saying, which observes the order of true sequence.
If a man love Me, he will keep My Commandments,
Life 15 impovenshed by the concepuon which purts
work hrst, love second; for this reverses the order
of cause and effect. The riches of Chnst are un-
searchable; burt chief among them is the gift of love
for Himself. It is a gift, not an acquisition.



