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PREFACE

Havie recently been compelled to wrnite several
brief historical sketches of the Institute, the writer
became interested in its early historv., In prepar-
ing these narratives he found the official publica-
tions giving the charactenstics of the School at the
time of 1ts foundation to have become very rare,
In fact, very few of them antedating 1840 are
known to be in existence. For these reasons he
determined to expand the sketches and publish a
short history of the Institution which should con-
sist largely of a descripuion of the development of
ils curriculums.

The student of the history of educaticn will rec-
ognize the importance of an account of the early
methods of instruchion pursucd 1o an institution
which was, at once, the first Scheol of Scence™ and
the first Bchool of Civil Engineering 1o be estab-
lished in any Lnghsh-speaking country, and if the
conceded orngnality of these methods be also con-
sidered, it is helicved that no excuse for the appear-
ance of this somewhat condensed narrative will be
thought necessary.

Interesting information has heen obtained from
the recently discovered original minutes of the
board of trustees for the twenty-five years immedi-
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ately following the founding of the School, which
were believed to have been destroved in the fire of
1862, and the thanks of the writer are due the
President and Secretary of the present board for
placing at his disposal the minutes covering the
period from 1862 until the present time.

The author is also under obligation to Prof.
Henry B. INason for the loan of a number of the
early circulars, to A. J. Weise, Esq., for the picture
of the Van Der Hevden mansion; to James Irving,
E=q., for that of the building on the Infant School
Lot, and to Prof. Willam G. Ravmond for the
two photographs from which the pictures showing
railroad and hydrogrephic work of students were
taken. The Biblingraphy at the end of the last
chapter shows other sources whenee information
has been oblained, | L e
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