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GOETHE AND BETTINAS®
1530,

It may be remembered we lhave already ssen Jean-
Jacques Rousseaz in correspondence with one of
his admirers, whose partiality towards him ultimately
developed into 4 warmer sentiment.  After reading
La Nowrelle Helodze, Madome de la Tour - Franque-
ville became extremely enthnsiagtic, believicg herself
to be a Julie d'Erange, and therevpon indited some-
what ardent love-letters to the great author, whe, in
his misanthropical way, treated her far from well, Tt
ia earious to nole, in a similar case, how differently
Goethe, the grest poet of Germany, behaved o one of
his admirers, who declared her love with such wild
bursts of enthueinam, But not more in this tase than
in the other must we expect to find a trae, natursl, and
miutual affection—the love of two beings who exchangze
and mingle their most cherished feelings. The ador-
miion in question is not real love—it ia merely a kind
of worship, which requirea the god and the priestess,
Unly, Rousscau was an invalid—a fretful god, suffericg
from hypochondria, who baid fewer good than bad days;
Goethe, on the other hand, was a superior god, enlm

" Cwrespondence belween Gogthe and Betétns,  Tracslabyd

from the Germar by 2t Sebustien Albin,
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