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INTRODUCTION.

—p—

THE rensons that induce me to recom-
mend the republication of this little volume
are easily stated. It belongs to a class of
devotional writings having a peculiar min-
istry and a peculiar value, —a wvalue not
the less real because it is not the faslion
of the age to magnify it. The class is not
large ; but within it this work takes a high
place. The tone of spiritual thought and
feeling in most of the pieces is very lofty
and very pure. The ideas of a Christian
life which are wronght into the poetry are
always both strong and tender, vigorous and
gentle, brave and trustful. We find few
traces of that refined religious selfishness on
the one hand, and that feeble sentimental-
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ism on the other, which vitiate so much
of the pious literature, and especially the
metrical pious literature, of modern times.
A state of comfortable pietistic complacency
is not here put instead of a self-renouncing
submission to the perfect will of God, nor
does the call to action ring out with the
less clearness and power, because we see
laid open before us the divine depths of a
complete and serene communion with the
indwelling Christ. It iz not common to
meet with the expression of a more pro-
found, more healthy, more child-like faith,
or in more chaste, beautiful, and harmoni-
ous words, than in the lyries numbered
viIl., XIV., XV, X¥IL., XIX., XX., XXV.,
xxv1., and xxx1. These alone would jus-
tify the claims of a book taking much more
room than this one.

Undoubtedly, there are degrees in the
puetical merit of the different pieces in the
volume, as might be expected. It would
be unreasonable to imply that these unpre-
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tending songs are, in whole or in part, proofs
of the possession of the very loftiest degree
of the creative gift, or to presume that all
Christian minds will prize them equallw,
But tastes are so various, that it is sate
to include all that appear in the London
edition. Indeed, there is hardly one that
does not bear upon it at least some slight
trace of a refined perception and a select
faculty ; as, for example: —

“And let my momants, as they fee,

Lrnfold my endiam life in Thest™
“ A heart af leimre from itself"
# Bongs of defenca my soul aumround,”

¥ On thes my humbled soul would wait,
Hler utmost weaknes calmly fecraing”

A lifa of gelfrmounging lova
In a life of liberty."

® Put doubts of my aflection by,
And make me fres to sing of thine.*

* For all the work | bave to do,
J5 done Hirongh strenpthening veat in Thee"

#And when Thy joy the Church o’erflows,
I know that it will visit me.'*
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Into such stanzas as the following inven-
tive thought and holy trust crowd their
meaning compactly and yet musically - —

W0t in a dark and lonely place,
I hosh my hastsped breath,
To hear tha comfortabla words

Thy laving Bpirit saith;
And feel my safety In thy band
From etery Had af death."

“ (forg to thee for etrenpeh withheld
For want and weakpess known,—
The fear that sends me to thy breast
For what (s most my own.
I have a horitage of joy
That yet T miust ot see;
The hand that bad to make it mine

dn hegping it for met

“ Henceforth, whate'er my heart's desirs,
Fulll io me thy own deeign;
I need iba Fovstain and the Fire,
And botl, O King of Saluts, are thine."

Nor will any reander who has ever made
a study of style fuil to notice the frequent
oceurrence of fine discriminations in the
application of terms, of delicate shades of
imaginative coloring, and of a certain re-
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perve and self~commanid in the use of fancy
when there wa: an obvious temptation to
a much more prodigal expenditure of it
Repeatedly we find line after line of words
of a single syllable. Such simplicity is not
often found except in union with strength,
One iz led to believe that this is one of
those instances where intellectual originality
is both developed and disciplined by the
energy of a spiritual life in the soul. It
is doubtful whether the author would ever
have appeared as a gonius, if *the eyes
of lier understanding ™ had not been * en-
lichtened " by that *“jove of Christ which
passeth knowledge,” — o comprehending
“what is the length and breadth and
depth and height.”
F. D. H

DoaTozx,
Dy of the Aununetation,
1563,



