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BANKS OF THE FORTH:

A Brmriphoe oud Historival Shetch,
by o Jovabhilany

© Boch fiebds, sach wonds, such statoly pilis appear,
Buch gardobe grace the earth, saok towers the air,
That Forth with Roman Tibér may compere.™
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Tex Bupscnipws Ras log had i view the publication of the
present Hitle work, but other dubies hoave prevemted hm Bl noo
commitéing fis materials fo the press,

Deluged though we are cadh ssoson wilh ecery divermity of
" guide-book ®  or  hand-book,” the BumsonrnEz apprefends that
Justice har not Kitherto Desn done fo the Bamxs or TRe ForTa.
If the present publication shall prove intereating to the dewellers
along the borders of ofd Bopormis; o & shall in any degres be
watful o towrisly end sieam-boat possengere; and (f it shall find
coceptance ar o alight souvenir fo fomilis obrood b wlhom the
ForTH wor ar ¢ fomiior friend, the aim of the Bueschmer will
have beem suficiontly attmined.

J. LOTHIAN, Jun.
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THE VIEW FROM LEITH ROADS.

AGNIFICENT indeed in the pictore of varied
grandeur and beauty comprised within the com-

pase of one's vision from the middle of the Frith

) orasthe harbour of Leith or Granton is ap _

Emm the Fife const. River and lan booyant with
, hags each ita manifold attractions, little elas wiil
attempted than & brief survey snd enumerstion of
mof the nmna remarkable featurea of the lovely and

Pkﬂ'hmfmld the erowd of objecta rich in historicil aasocin-
tions, the Bass Rock claims situated at the mouth

of the Frith of Forth, and rising precipitously 400 feet above
the level of the sea. Om th&mthlgldﬁﬂf this island, but
now in ruins, is & castle which, during the veign of Charlea
11., was converted into am;al fortress and state prisom,
mi many of the Covenanters were here long confined. In
¢ Baas ie & natural cavern, dismally dark in l:lmmnm,
bi:ll-‘ which mey be through in safety at low water.
Like Ailsa Craig, the Bass is largely frequented by Solan
whm smow-white plumage imparta o fine effect to
cliffia of the great rock. Tha IsLe oF Mar,
the Baga, was the seat of & small reli-
Eﬂnuu umhlnhuent some remaing of & priory are etill to
; and the | thouse, known to zll mariners,
wanmtahnﬂd one of the most expensi ive edifices of the
kind, aa it ia urtun‘ij one of the moat ml‘nl. in Beoband.
On the summit of the iele is a fixed hnghtnlggnt,and an
sdditional light has hetnghwiun tha =
Steam-boat pleasure exenrsions were wont mhe:nadetn
theso ialande, but such trips are now seldom, in muva
mly of the landiog of gers being pmhlbz
uuc of the Admiralty restrictions as to puungar-
ors voyaging beyond certain limits down the river.
Funhar up Fritk is IwcmEEITH whml: ﬁnm ma
commanding position has oftentimes bee
a0 & te point from whenee, Lhﬁmm fnmﬁad
to defend the coast on either side in the event of the ap-
roach of & hostile fleet. It was during the protracted
nemh war, and when there were fears of invasion from the
m%lm thﬂ the MarTELLO TowER at Leith was erected,
and that at an expense of £16,000, Leith road-stead not
only commands a view of Indtkeuh Cramond, Incheolm,
Mickery, and prassy islets uf leaser mlgmmde,—nn either
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eide of the Frith, bordering the coast, appear the undulatin
landscape, withhtlh verdant plains m::ti meadows, and ﬂeldi
teeming with fertility ; prosperous trading and commercial
towns, and sea-bathing villages with their -g'wu population.
The river itaelf presente & scene of splendid animation. A
tribe of fishermen chiefly belu to Leith and Newhaven
is here almost copstantly employed ; steamers laden with
igers are crossing aud re-crossing the Frith, others
m.ng the breeze up and down the river ; sailing vessels
may be seen scudding along under canvas, others repesing
st their pafe and ample anchorage ; while, it may be, the
eye descries the London and continental steamers jusi
dlg‘]rwmg below the eastern horigon.
KITE, with its old and new piers, its spacious docks, ita
harbours, and shipping, is s seaport of high nntiqnit{ and
anoce, but from its roadetead the view of the “cElEuf
" itself is more attractive and commanding. in-
rgh—by no means inaptly designated “ Moders Athens,”
—with ita hills and its hattlemented castle, ite templea
tor worship snd mln]:i 8 for education, its splendid ]]:I.ﬂ]]ldl-
wnents, ial buldinge, and noble institutions, will be ad-
mired its l:nmutyji'mut of gituation and beauty of
;.mhiteetum—-wlﬂlc the b;:{:ltlnnald Ha:inuggnt, even inl_ll:u
TAFINET state, must owed to lend 1ts own peculisr
charm mmﬁe exquisite picture
While, in the view Leith Boads, is embraced the
ancient eastle whose glory has long since paseed away ; the
renowned but now tepantless mansion ; the strong old feep
but now ivy-mantled tower ; the rich ‘but now ruined mo-
naatery ; meny similar obhjects of historic valoe, fitted to
arrest the sttention of the inguiring tourist, or exploring
antiquary, will be met with along the banks or on the islets
of the besuteons river we purpose to secend. Conld but
the silent walls of those owce stately buildings speak
what sorrows, what joys, what crimes, they could unfoi
b hat j hat erimes, they foid
to us! Think of all the struggles and agonies they have
witnesged, such as would exeite wonder and samazement ;
trials that would at ones call into existemce the deepest
iea of our pature ; trivmphe over temptation such
:{mﬂ:te our iden of fnil];ll::lmmi . The walls of
the sacred, but now desecrated chapel no longer look down
upon the Eiel.x that for ages had koelt there in solemn
form. All iz now nha.uged, gave that mum which for
centuries has shope th the ancient windows, and that
silent eloguence time and eternity, which still reigneth

over all. \\



A TRIP UP THE FORTH.

EFORE commencing this trip, and making the splexn-
did pier of Granton the starting peint, it may be
w Ja'i':'!:.ﬁ 'ﬁmark that _m';’h mhthp mauut:_r ; FI’

m n a8 DUsInGE’ of i
t ﬁma';:irwﬁm I;hmfrm neitﬂr Newhaven pier, Ehu.l:;
Fier, nor Granton Pier, at which to land aod embark paa-
sengers travelling by steamboat betwizt Stirling and Edin-
burgh. The steamer in those days (1814 to 1818) lay off
Newhaven, at the most accessible part of the besch, and
passengers wera conveyed to and from the vessel by means
of & small boat. A primitive gangway having rude wheels
was propelied a short way into the water to meet the boat,—
this contrivance nﬁugtggneugmtha easant performance
akipping ashore on the rocks, or of being carried to land
on the shoulders of the boatmen. Newhaven pier after-
wards becams for a few years the place of arrival and de-
parture, apd the completion in 1822 of that goodly
specimen of mechanical skill, the Chain Pier, aﬁownd
]{amngm to be landed snd embarked there comfortably
during the period of nearly 20 yesrs, Thereafter, for
those purposes, the steam-boat compapy availed them-
selves of the more commodious pier at Graaton,—a pier
which owes its existence to the patriotic munificence and
iﬁﬁi} of the Duke ofi Buhﬁdniufhléd G.l‘&ﬂt-lldl'l 11: now one of
£ equip rta io the om, and large {1}
Eﬁmlhﬂlitu & ﬁ'{,p:hi.la ﬁ-lt}m n;abda:umitﬂmwhﬂuhg iﬁ'
IAInAIE an admirably worked patent slip, shipbaild-
lnngayﬂmenmm of Iﬂithg,m]:mmﬁm eai:gm works
{(Hawthorns & Co.), & railway the wharf for the con-
veyance of minerals and goods to Blateford on the Cale-
line, and grain to the Caledonian distillery, and,
generally, all the desiderata of & first-class port, The years,
too, are ended during which passengers at both piers were
afflicted by having to listen to the boisterous altercation
of drivers of rival coaches and omnibuses, drivers who per-
tinacioualy importuned ladies and gentlemen (a little of the
phyaigal sTgument somelimes sccompanying the
moral snasion,) to ba allowed the pleasure of conveying
their to Croall's “Bovereign,” or Henderson's
“ Invineible.” The reilway from Graaton to Edinburgh
has ended all unseemly contention between rival whips,
sod Jehu is seldom now-a-days to be seen, save when
rattling along the igus pier with the of some

private party, in nick of time to “ catch the steamer.”



