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AMERICAN PREFACE TO THE
INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC SERIES.

Tae rapid development of ecience in the present age,
and the increasing public interest in its results, make it
desirable that the most efficient measures should be
adopted to elevate the character of its popular literature,
The tendency of careless and unscrupulous book-makers
to cater to public ignorance and love of the marvellous,
and to foist their crude produections upon those who are
too little instrueted to judge of their real quality, has
hitherto been so strong as to cast diseredit upon the idea
of * popular science.” It is highly important to counter-
act this evil tendency by furnishing the public with pop-
ular seientific books of a superior character. The publi-
cation of the present volume is the firat step in carrying
out a gystematic enterprise of this kind. Tt initiates a
series of such works on a wide range of scientific sub-
jects, to be prepared by the leading thinkers of different
countries, and knmown as the * IsTermamiomar Bcies-
Tivic Serres,”
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It iz designed to consist of compendious scientific
treatises, representing the latest advances of thought
upon gubjects of general interest, theoretical and prac-
tical, to all classes of readers. The familiar phemomena
of surrounding Nature, in their physical and chemical
aspects, the knowledge of which has recently undergone
marked extension or revision, will be considered in their
latest interpretations. Biology, or the general science
of life, which has lately come into prominence, will be
explained in its leading and most important prineiples.
The subject of mind, which, under the induetive method
and on the basis of its physical accompaniments and con-
ditions, is giving rise to a new paychology, will be treated
with the fulness to which it is entitled. The laws of
man’s social development, or the natural history of so-
ciety, which are now being studied by the scientific
method, will also receive & due share of attention, While
the books of this series are to deal with & wide diversity
of topies, it will be a leading object of the enterprise to
present the bearings of inquiry vpon the higher ques-
tions of the time, and to throw the latest light of science
upon the phenomena of human nature and the economy
of human life,

As the first requisite of such a series of works is trust-
worthiness, their preparation has heen confided only to
men of eminent ability, and who are recognized author-
ities in their several departments. As they are to address
the nonscientific publie, it Iz a further requisite that
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they should be written in familiar and intelligible lan-
guage. It is not to be expected that the authors will
all attain to the same standard in this respect, but they
are pledged to the utmost simplieity of exposition that is
possible consistently with clear and accurate represen-
tation.

As seience is now the supreme interest of civilization,
and concerns alike the people of every country, and as,
moreaver, it affords & common ground upon which men
of all races, tongues, faiths, and nationalities, may work
together in harmony, it seemed fitting that an under-
taking of this kind should be of comprehensive scope
and stand upon an international basis. With the grow-
ing sentiment of sympathy and brotherhood among the
most widely-separated students of Nature, and the exten-
give facilities of business intercourse that now exist, there
appeared 1o reason why an international combination of
authors and publishers should not be effected that would
be equally favourable to their own private interests and
edvantageons to the public. To gain this end and goar
antee to authors better remuneration for their work, is a
distinetive purpose of the present enterprise. But there
was this diffieulty in the way of any such arrangement,
that, while the rights of foreign authors are guarded by
all other civilized governmente, they are not protected
by the government of the United States. To escape
this difficulty, and eecure American coiperation, the first
thing needed was to obtain the consent of an American
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publishing-house to grant voluntarily to foreign authors
the justice which our government denies them. It was
agreed by Messrs. Appleton that they would pay the for-
eign eontributors to this series the full rates of copyright
that are nsually allowed to American authors. When
this was done, engagements were made with distingunished
scientists of England, France, Germany, and the United
States, to prepare works for the series, and with Henry
8. King & Co., of London, Germer Baillitre, of Paris,
and Messieurs Brockhaus, of Leipsic, to publish them.
Negotiations are pending for the reproduction of the
series in other countries, but the present arrangements
secure to the authors the benefits of the four leading
markets of the world.

1t iz a fact not without significance, that the proposal
of this enterprise was received with the most cordial
favour by the eminent scientific men who were solicited
to aid in carryving it forward. Most of them consented
at once; but, while some were 8o heavily burdened with
work that they could enter into no immediate engage-
ments, not one of them declined to cobperate, and all
promised to do so at the earliest practicable opportunity.
The feeling of the desirableness of euch an undertaking
was strong and unanimous. The old dislike of the cul-
tivators of science to participate in the work of popular
teaching, seems very much to have passed away; and in
England, France, and Germany, alike it was freely ac-
knowledged that savants have an imperative duty to
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discharge in relation to the work of general scientific
education. As remarked by Prof. Virchow, of Berlin,
“the destiny of science is the service of humanity.”

It was stipulated by the authors that theyshould have
ample time for the preparation of their books, and, as
the arrangements were recently made, only a few of the
works are yet ready. BSeveral, however, are now in
press, and will shortly appear. :

Those interested in the series are under many obli-
gationz to Prof. Tyndall for his kindness in consenting
to furnish its commencing volume, Being prepared in
a ghort time, amid great pressure both of laboratory and
literary work, it contsins somewhat less matter than may
be expected in the ensuing volumes. Tt treats of sub-
jects nupon which he is perhaps the highest living author-
ity; and it is an admirable example of that vivid, stir-
ring, impressive style for which its author is so distin-
guished. Prof. Tyndall is not only a master in the
“ seientific use of the imagination,” but in kindling the
action of that faculty in his readers. He writes in pie-
tures, 20 as to make them see what he sees, In this
volume he addresses himself direetly to his juvenile
friends, groups them around him, takes them with him
to his favourite mountaing, and thus adds a dramatie
element and the effect of personal sympathy to familiar
colloguial exposition,

The * InTernaTionar Screstrrie Sermes 7 will form
an elegant sa.mi valusble library of popular science, fresh



