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PREFACE.

HIA volnme is menant to bo the beginning of & serles, to be issned

annually.  Addresses on Commencement and other special ocea
siome, Bacealanrente Sermons, snd such Scientifio Tisconvses and Loctures
as may be delivered in the Course of Instruction, and be thonght proper
for publication, will constitute the materinl for future volumesz of the
Vaxseprr Usiversrey Series, of uniform cdition with the present one,

T4 is proposed, in thisway, to malkes s contribution to gencral literaturs
that shall possess permanent valne.  Unlike the justly celobrated Bamp-
ton Lootowes, and other similar courses of lectures which generous
founders have provided for, the subjects of thiz and following volnines
will he {found to be various—snited o the times in which they sppeay;
bt like them, it is to be hoped, in this—the best thoughts of the hest
minds on problems most worthy of public attention, A history of current
thought, and a defense of tryth against present oxisting objections, will,
therefare, be a feature of these publications. The flvst wolume will b
secepted g3 a fair specimen of this style

The Alumnai of the older institutions of learning eannot but regret that
productions similar to those herein and heveafter o be preserved—pro-
dietiona of orators ond cesayists of the first order, stimulated to their
highest offort by apprecistive surronndings—have never been given to
the world, If published, they oxist now only in fugitive pamphlets,
searcely to ba found, or are bound up with ether miseellansons works of
their anthors, and not resdily aseessible,

The candid reader will requive no apslogy for being presented, along
witli graver mptfer, with the connecting ineidents of the Tedication and
[naugaration Excreises whish arve peonliar to the Beginning. And he
will nlss be pleased Lo have, s o part of this Prefacr, some account
of the foundation of the Inétitution of which this velume is & kind
of first-fruits.

The University owes its foundation to tho munificence of Mr. Curve-
18 Vaspemmin®, u citizen of New York, who, on the 27th of March,
1473, made & donation of Five Hundred Thonsand Dollars for this pur-
peee, to which he afterward sdded more,

]



G PREFACE.

The acknowledged want of the means of a higher Clivistian edueation
than eonld be obiained within their bovnds lod sevorsl Annual Confer-
ences, in the year 1871, to appoint dalerates to a Convention, to "gonsider
the subjeet of & University such as would taeet the wantz of the Chureh
and country,'  The Convention met in Memphis, January 24, 1872, and
wis compozed of delegites from Middle Tennesses, West Tennesses, Ala-
baving, Misafzsippi, Loulsiana, and Arkansas,

The Converntion was in session fonr days, and adopted a plon for a Uni-
versity, Under the plan a Board of I'rust was nominated and anthorized
1o obtain o Charter of Incorporation, under the title of " The Central
University of the Methodist Dpiscopal Church, South.”

A liberal Charter was obtained that year, and the Hoard of Trust met
Jomuary 14, 1873, and completed its organization. Bylawa were adopted,
and agends appointad to solieit tunds, A University in fact, a2 well as in
natne, bhad been determined on; in the words of the Convention, “An in-
etitution of learning of the highest order and upon the surest basis, where
the yeuth of the Chureh and the eonntry may prosecute theological, 1it-
erary, avientifie, and professional studies to an extent ps great, and in a
manner as thovongh, as their wants demund,”  The members of the Con-
vention were not iznovant of the vastoess of the nndertaking, nor of the
magnitude of funds essontial to sucoess. Their judzment in the matter
wia oxpressed in the form of a resolntion declaring that One Million of
Dallurs was neeessary o perfect thelr plans and realize fully thoir aims;
and o important was i, in their estimation, to aveld an abortive effort,
that they refused to authorige steps foward the seleation of o zite and
the opening of any departinent of the TTaiversity until the public showed
itself to be in eympabhy wish the movement by a valid subseription of
Five Hundrved Thounsand Dollars.

Sueh, however, was the oxhansted condition of the South, and so slow
its recnperation under the disorganized state of ite labor, trade, and gov-
ernments, that the Hrst eftorts to raize funds showed the imposaibility of
the enterpeise,  The yearning desire of our people secmed destined to
disappointmont for this and follewing gonerations, and the well-laid
acheme was alrendy—in the judgment of some of its warnacst {eiends—a
failnee. At this erisis Mr. VasDepeiLT cama to their help. In his sym-
pathy for a people. P,i.rugglillg to revive Lheir fortunes, and to sscure for
their posterity the higheat Blessing of Christisn civilization, he shepyred
forward and, by his prineely gift, pave form and sabstance to the plan.
The Baard of Trost, in accepting the donation, as an cxpression of grati-
tude resolved {o chavge the name of the projected Tnstitution to Vax.
pewntr CxrversiTr; ond on their petifion the Chartor woas so amended.
Thus the Vavoermier, like the move successful inatitutions of learning
i onr eonntey—as Harvard, Amherst, Partmenth, Cornell, Peabody—
inherits the name of itz founder.

The following important paper—the ovigingl propozition of 3r. Vix-
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peanT eoncerning the University—is here inserted as the fondamental

fact in ite history .

New Yoerx, Mereh 17, 1874

To Biwer H, N, McTveire, of Nazhuille:

I make the filuowing offar, throagh you, to the corporation known us The Cenfral
niveraity of the Methnfist Episoopal Chirck, South -

Tiasr—l authorize you to prosnre snitable grounds, nob less than from bwenty to
fitty eorus, properly locnted, for the evection of the follewing worl,

Sgeokn—Ta ereat thereon suitable buililinge for éhensen of the Universiky,

Turnp—Yiw to procure plans and specilieations for such buildings, and submit them
o 1 s and, when epproved, the money fur the foraguing objects to be furnished
by me ay it is neaded.

Povsru—The aen ineluded in tha foregaing iboms, together with the ¢ Endovwment
Tund ™ and the “ Tibrery Fund,” shall not be lean in dhe gggrogade than Five
Huundred Thousand Pollars (§300,000); and these last two funds shail be fur
nished 1o the corporation o soon #8 tha buildings for the University are eom-
pleted and ready o be used,

The foregaing being sukhject 10 the fllewing conditisons:

Frast—That you secept the Provideney of the Board of Trust, recelving therefor o
salary of Three Thonsand Dollars per annum, sud the nse of a dwelling-honse,
frae of reut, on or near the University groonds,

Zepoxn—Lpon yoor dewlh, or resignation, the Tiomrd of Tewat shall elect & President.

Tman—To cheek hasty ar injudicions appropriations or meesures, the President
shall have suthority, whenever he objects o any seb of the Boaed, to =ignify
his objections, in writing, within ten days sfter ils enactment; and nesuch act
iz to be valid unless, upon veconsideration, it be poased by o three-fourths vots
of the Dard.

Forwra—The amonnt set aparl by me 48 o0 % Endownent Fund " ghall be forever
inviolable, nnd ahall be kept safely invested, and the dntercet aud revenue, only,
waed in carrying on the University. The form of investment which 1 prefer,
and in whieh I veserve the privilegze o give the money for the said Tuond, i in
teven per cent. First Morbgsao Bonds of the Xew York Centrel and Tndson
Hiver Tallsonil Company, ¢ be ¢ reglatercd ™ in the name of the corporation,
and to be Leansferablo only wpon a special vote of the Doard of Truat.

Frrrg—Thoe Tniversity is to be loopted in, or near, Nashville, Tennessee,

Respectfully submitted : ¢, VANDERBILT.

At a called meeting of the Board of Truet, on Mareh 26, 1873, the
above letter, containing My, VANDERBILT 8 proposition, was duly presented,
and the following resolutions were ndopted:

RzsoLves, That we accept with profound gratiteds, this donetion, with all the
teyma and conditions epecifiod (o sald proposition.

Risouven, That, as an expression of sur appreciation of this liborality, we Insiruet,
the Committes hereinafier mentioned 4o pak the Honorehls Chaneery Courd to
rhange the nome and slyls of awr corperation from The Contral Tniversity of the
Aethodizi Fpiscopel Chureh, South, to TAr Vaixeremilr Usivessiey; and that
the Instisution, thus endowed and ehartered, ehall bo from heunceforth kuown
wnid ealled by Shin naimne.

Br. Vasoeroinr afterward added to bis original gift, withoat suy mate



