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INTRODUCTION

% A TRUE poct is onc of the most precious gifis
that can be bestowed on & generation” He
speaks for i angd be speaks o il, Refléecting and
interpreting his age and ita thoughts, feelings, and
porposes, ho spoaks for it; and with a love of
truth, with a2 keener moral insight inte the umiver-
sal heart of man, and with the intuilion of nspira-
tion, he speaks 1o it amsd through it o the world.
It is thus

T oot G tha whole whis wosld helongs,
Fxen an the Teachor is the child's, ™

“Nor s it to Lhe great masters alone that our hom-
age and thankiulness are due.  Wherever a true
child of song strikes his harp, we love to listen.
All that we ask is that the music be native, born of
impassioned impulse that will not be denield, heart-
felt, like the lark when she snars up to grect the
morning snd pours cut her zong by the same gquiv-
ering ecstagy that impels her flight.,” For though
the woices be many, the oracle is one, for ¥ God
gave the poet his song.”™

Such was Henry Timrod, the Southern poet, A
child of nature, his song is the voice of the South-



