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PREFACE.

I am induced to present this little work to the
profession for several very good and sufficient
reasons. Diphtheria prevails throughout the
country, and numbers its victims by thousands.
No remedy to stay its tavages, or to check even
its onward march, has been found—albeit, chem-
istry, the microscope, and all other resources of
ratioppal medicing have been taxed to the ut-
most, At this juncture, when theory, exbausted
in empty dreams, tries to comfort itself with the
conclusion that diphtheria is a self-limited disease,
and hence admits of little modification, other than
that produced by a sustaining course of medica-
tion, I have thought it opportune to submit to
the medical world certain empirical facts—facts
that have been accumulating the past seventeen
and a half years. These show, beyond cavil, that
alcohol has, in my hands, proved itself, when
most physicians have been losing every third or
fourth case, not only & valuable medicine, but a
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theria, I have been constrained, in view of the
general distrust expressed of late in every plan
of medication, to throw together, ‘with some
show of order, matter hitherto published. I
trust, however, that my faulty exterior will not
bar me an audience, seeing that the details
of treatment—the all-absorbing subject in the
face of disease—are fully and precisely given,
under many and diverse conditions.

BrookLvy, May, 1878,
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Alcohol and Diphtheria.

CHAPTER 1,

TREATMENT OF DIFHTHERIA, AS AFFIRMED IN '03,
AND RE-AFFIRMED IN 'J7.
The treatment of diphtheria*® has, the last ten
Years, been so thoroughly and exhaustively dis-
cussed, that it would seem the height of folly, at
this late day, to question the matured opinions of
practitioncrs and writers the world over. Nev-
ertheless, from the fatality of this deadly scourge,
as it is universally considered, I am induced to
offer my experience in a plan of medication
which has, after a trial of more than fifieen years,
been crowned with a success that throws every
other, however pretentious, into the shade. To
substantiate this bold statement, I shall appeal
for proof to the records of the Board of Health
of this city, a set of books as certain to dissipate
groundless assumptions as to establish sterling

® Buffolo Medival amd Surgical fowrnai, October, '77-







