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INTRODUCTION.
e e

TrE undémigned venturea to submit to the chess community,
in & collected form, the games lately playsd in the match
between Mr. Blackburne and himself. Amongst chess players
this contest excited at least an average smount of interest;
and, perhape for the first time, the general public bestowed
a good deal of attention upon a chess match—a result which
i# doubtless owing to the great space the London daily papers
devoted to the details of the play.

A fow introdustory remarks as to the origin and character
of the match may not be out of plsce. For a long time past
various patrons of the game had expressed a wish to see a set
contest between the firet and second winners in the compe-
tition for the Emperor of Austria’'s prize in the Vienna
Tournament of 1873, On the ome hand Mr. Blackburne's
friends considered the issue so close that the vietory of Mr.
Bteinitz could be regarded as little more than an affair of
chancs ; on the other hand Mr, Steinitz and his supporiers
were of opinion that the regulations enforoed at Vienna were
highly unfavourable to the development of the best play,
or to the suoccess of the best player, whosver ho might be.
Particnlarly unhappy waa the stipulation that each compe-
titor should play a match of three games with every othar—
the matches, and mot the games, o seore ms results. The
unfairness of smch an arrangement may be shown by the
following example: Bupposs there be twelve players—the
sams nomber as played in Vienna—and that A wins nine
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matches, in each case winning two games and drawing one ;
and that he draws the other two matches, all three games
being drawn. A drawn match scores a half, and therefore
A's soore in matches would be 10, Buppose B wins five
maiches, gaining in eack two games and losing one ; then he
wins five others, winning one game and drawing two ; finally
he draws his eleventh mateh against A, The ten won matches
and the one drawn ons would make 104 and wonld render B
the winner of the tonrnament. Yet if we analyss the score
we find that the latter has won 15 games and lost 5, where-
a8 A won 18 snd lost momel both players having played
an aqual number of games. Besides, the player who has
won the first game in a match need only play the mext two
for a drew; he thus saves himself trouble and very mmuch
lessens the chances of his adversary.

Perhaps the remlt of the score actually obtained in Vienna
towards the end of the tournament may also, in some measure,
be regarded as a proof of the incongruity of that modus, and
Mr. Bteinitz asserts that the detailed ecore of the pames won
and lest by each player ought to have been clearly in his favour
even befors he won the two gamee of the final tie between
bhim and Mr. Blackburne ; for at that point both players had
won an equal number of matches, while the score of games
stood thos : Blackbume wom 20, lost 7 ; Bieinitz won 185 ;
lost 2.

The time limit, too, was wholly inadequate at Vienna, s
at Paris and Baden. The best play can certainly net be
developed at twenty moves an hour. Whatever may be said
of the late match, it produced no such blunders s thoss of
Baden and Vienna, when pieces were thrown away and check-
mates overlooked on the move,

To return: Mr. Blackbome having expresssd s wish to
play for a moderats stake, it was flnally agreed that the stakes
should be £60 & side. Oonsidering the position the two
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players occupied in the chess world, this amount will not
be deemed axcessive when it is remembered that the late
Mr. Btauston desired to play Mr. Morphy for £1000, and
afterwards reduced the sum to £500.

The match baving been determined upom, i remained to
settle the preliminaries. Unfortunately this proved a tediouns
affair ; and although the match was decided upon last sume
mer, Mr. Blackburne's numerous business engagements in the
country prevented any rapid progress. At the end of
January everything was arranged, and the following atipuls-
tions were ultimately agreed upon by both players.

CoNprTroNs oF TEE Marom.

{1} The stakes in the metch shall be £60 & side, and either player
who fret soores seven games, oxclnaive of draws, ehall be deslared
the wirkor, and bo entitled fo ressive the stakes of both sides.

(2) Kach player shall depogit his stake of 860 with Mr J, H.
Walsh, the chief aditor of The Field newspaper, at losst ome day
prévious to the commencement of the match.

{3) The rooms of the West-end Chees Cloh, No. 8, New Coventry-
stroet, W., shall be the place of mesting thronghout tha contest for
the purpose of play. The first game shall commence on Thursday,
the 17th of Febroary, st 2 pm.. and play ehall procesd on uvery
subaequent Baturday, Tuesday, and Thoreday, st the same time antil
the conelosion of the mateh. Affer four houre’ play aither party may
alnim sn ndjournment for an bour. After aight houre’ play the game
ahall be adjourned to the next day, Bundaya excepted.

{4) Hach player shall be allowed two honrs for making his firet
seriea of thirty moves, and an bour for every smbsequent Gfteen
moves, and the time gained in ssch series of moves shall be eounted
to the crodit of the nexteeries. This time limit shall be reguinted by
eand-glasses, and either player cxcesding it by flve minntes shall forfeit
the game.

{5) The sand-glaes of & player who doss not appesr within half an
hour of the time sppointed for the commeneoment of & now game, or
punoctuelly in order to continne an sdjonrned game, ehell be set ron-
ning by the opponent, and the time thos wasted shall ba sonnted ma
congnmod by the abeent player, who shall forfeit the game if his time
limit ba exnaeded.
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{6) The gumes shall ba played in socordsnce with the laws of the
British Chess Amsociation, with the exception that if either player
repeat the same move of seriss of moves aix times in smeosssion, the
opponent may olaim a dmwn game.

The contest began on the 17th of February, and proceeded
in accordance with the above conditions, which were only
slightly modified during the progress of the mateh.

The one-sided state of the score at the finish has naturally
caused s good deal of surprise; yet many other maiches had
ended gimilarly without entitling the winner to assume over-
whelming superiority. :

At the Paris Tournament of 1867, M. Winawere won the
second prize, and Herr Neumann, the fourth only, Yet, in a
subsaquent mateh played immedistely after the toumament,
Herr Neumsapn defeated the same antagonist by five wins
sguinst four deaws. The scores of Morphy against Anderssen
(seven to two) in 1858, and of Bleinitz against Zukertort in
1872 (seven to one and four draws) are equally casesin point.

Btill more is the incertitude of chess skill illustrated by the
record of & number of matches, whersin the player who flret
won & large number of games nltimately broke down alto-
gether, A remarkable axample may be found in the match
between Messrs. Harrwitz and Lowenthal (1858). In this
case Mr, Lowenthal scored mine games, whilst his opponent
was winning two; but he failed to add more than one to this
number, and ultimately lost by ten games to eleven. If in this
case we aeek in the scove the only fest of merit, the result ia
a complete reductio ad abeurdum ; for if the winning number
had been nine, Mr. Lowenthal would have secured a striking
victory ; bui, as it was eleven, Mr. Harrwitz gained an insig-
nificant triwmph.

The late Mr. Barpes won gix games against Mr, Camphbell
in a mateh of seven up; yet he lost all the seven without
peoring another game. Mr, Wywill loat three games in 185]



