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PREFACE.

The vagrant sketches of this little volume were
for the most part, originally published in a
western journal, and are reprinted at the request
of many of the staunch friends of that paper.

I take this means of expressing my gratitude to
Rev. J. W. Gormley of Kansas, for permitting the
reproduction of his splendid article on * Home and
Government,” an eloquent tribute to the Stars
and Stripes and a fearless denuneiation of
divorce.

LT M

3






CONTENTS.

CaarTER 1. Puam
Home and Government, Rev. J. W.Gormley 7
CaarreEr IL
On the Mission. ......covereiiiirraninses 53
Cuarrer III
War DEYE . . oot e e e 65
Caarren 1V
A Peerleas Record.......cvvviiinnninnns 73
CEAPTER V
AMoral Coward. ........ccoovniiieninnn. 80
Crarrer VI.
The Parochial School. ..........c..uun... g5
Caarrer VII.

The Methodists in Rome. ................. 105
Caarrer VIII.

A Catholie Devotion. .............oocai.e 115
Caarrer IX.

American History..........ooovviiiininn 119
CuarrEr X.

Merely a SBuggestion................... v 125
Crarrer XI.

Rags and Tatters Parade................. 131



6 CONTENTS.

Crarrer XII. Pacm
Ministering Angels....................... 137
Cuarter XIIL
Assumption Day Celebrations.............. 147
Crarrer XIV.
A Modern Apostle.........oooiiiiiiiian 153
CrarrErR XV.
Literary Junk. ......coiiiiiiiiiiiininnn i71
CaHarTER XVI
A Society Wedding. ...................... 189
Craarrer XVII
Cod Fish Aristocracy..................... 195
CrarrEr XVIIT
Woman's Clubs. ......cooviiiiiiiiiiiniins 203
CaarTErR XIX
A Moty o oo s R R 217
CEaPTER XX.
The Knights at Cactus Landing........... a2
Caarrer XXI.
BTG . oo s s s e e S 225
Caarrer XXII.
A Jack of All Trades. .. ..........cooin.t. 237
Casprer XXIII.

France and the Vatiean.................. 243



CHAPTER 1.

Home anD GOVERNMENT.

HERE is & book older and better than
all others; a book which holds an honored
place in almost every home in the eivi-
lized world; a book which both instruects
the mind and comforts the heart; a book which
describes the origin of the human race and nar-
rates its history for four thousand years; a book
which solves every problem of life, both individ-
ual and national; a book to be read with rever-
ence, because it was inspired by the one true
God. To this good, this venerable, this blessed,
blessed book I appeal, in order that I may show
forth authoritatively the dignity and the rights of
man; in order that I may prove to you that the
Christian home is the unit of civilized society; in
order that I may demonstrate to you that the
greatnesas of our government is but the reflected
glory of our homes; in order that I may convince
you that any theory or practice which would
destroy the sanctily of the home iz at the same
time a danger to that which in all climes men
who have hearts adore by the great tille of
their country.

(7)



8 A VOICE FROM THE WEST.

Behold how eloquently this blessed, blessed book
bespeaks the dignity of man. Not 'in it that
earthy doetrine that he is but the chance product
of blind physical force, evolved by indefinite pro-
cess from some protoplasmic cell. Not in it that
beastly doctrine that he is of simian ancestry, and
that his higheat aspirations are after all but brutal
instincts. No, no, O God, Thou hast made man and
he iz the work of Thy hands; Thou hast made him
but a little lower than the angels; Thou hast
crowned him with honor and glory because Thou
hast created him to Thine own image and like-
ness.

Not by right of evolution from some baser ele-
ment; not by right of development from some in-
ferior species; but by right of his immortal soul,
the Divine image within him, Adam stood erect
in the garden of Paradise, the lord of creation,
possessed of power to command the elements; the
lord of creation, endowed with dominion over the
beasts of the earth; the lord of creation, free in it
a8 God Himself; in the very heaven of heavens.
Indeed he might acknowledge God or ignore Him,
serve Him or disobey Him, love Him or hate Him;
for his was absolute freedom of will; his was liberty
of thought, of speech, of action,—liberty full and
entire,

True, God might and did impose laws upon
Adam. Nature too, might and did impose its
limitations, but he was still left free to violate the
former or transgress the latter. Nor violations nor
transgressions such as these, no matter what other



