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*We belisve the conclusions are fair, and the day is not far
distant when the dental world will come to believe them aa he
believes thom, 'We bolieve no progressive, up-to-date Practitioner
of Dentistry ought t0 be without the book, to at least gob the
measare of himsel! by it, or to model his views upon it'—
Dendal Headlight, .54,

* Mr. Wallace ably championa his own views, and the work
has many points to stimulate theughbt; we can recommend fts
perusal to our rendors,”—Dental Record.

“Dr. Bim Wallsce hsa advanced an ingenious theory to sccount
for the inereasing prevalence of dental caries,”— The Lanoet,

I not absolutely convincing, is none the less of great fm-
portaniee in ealling attention to the dental dangers arising from
vur eivilised methods of preparing food."—Journal of the Hritish
Dental 4ssoeiation.
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PREFACE

Tmis book is a eollection of essays which appeared
originally in the Journal of the British Dental Assooiation
(January and February 1900), and in the Dental Record,
June 1gor—August 1903.

~ Although written separately and under different
ut]es, I trust that in combination they constitute a
fairly coherent whole. Clustering round one central
idea, they form a much more eonclusive argument
than the separate articles did.

I am much indebted to Mr. William Rushton, the
Editor of the Dental Record, for his kindly apprecia-
tion and for the prominent position which he gave the
separate essays in that journal

" J, BIM WALLACE.

304 WIMPOLE STREET,
Caverniae Bguare, W.

197751



CONTENTS

INTRODUQTION w e W B gy
THAP,
1. CavsamioN—OBNERAL OUTLINE . ; W
IL. P HerEoiTY | . . .
I11. P IeREGULARITIES oF INoOISORS . x
Iv. - Orex B .
V. " Naimrow FaraTE AND GENERAL
COrowpivag .
VI. & OvrerawpINg CaNIKEs :  SUPERIOGR
Protnusiom, Eme.
VII = SoPRAIOR PROTRUBION : SADDLE-sHAPED
AncH . i v .
VIIL s IRREGULARITIES OF INDIVIDUAL TEETH
1X. " BureRior Prorrusion : UwperEUNG
anp Epee-10-kpcE Brre | ..
X. Crasarrrcation . i b .

X1. Destrocmive OrrricisM ; HERepiry—Race Cross-

ING—SEXUAL SELECTION . . .
XI1I. Desrrvorive CrITIOEM : CIVILEATION
XI1II, Tar PREVENTION OF Im‘till:m:rm.mu

PAGE

28

35
39

58

75

E1
87

2 &% %



viil CONTENTS

OHAP.

X1Y. Ter PaEvEsrion oF IRAECULARITIES—conbirual

XV. TeEsTHENT oF |EREOULARITIES : .
XV TrratuenT oF IREEQULARITIES—condinued
XVIL TaEatMesT OoF IRREGULARITIES—coniinued

ATPENDIX I

Tuz Didinvrion 15 81z oF THE Jaw

APPENDIX 1L
BOME ANTHROPOLOGICAL SPECULATIONS

PAGE

I
117
129
139

150

159




OF THE
UNIVERSITY |
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THE IRREGULARITIES OF
THE TEETH

INTRODUCTION

It is with a little difidence that I venture to bring
forward a theory of the causes of the irregularities of
the teeth, for although I may feel very confident that
it is true, there is always the thought that the score
or two of theories® which have preceded this have
been advocated in the fullest confidence by their
respective propounders.  This reflection does mot
strike us till we find that we have tried to carry
our own point just as our predecessors tried to carry
theirs. If an apology is meeded it might be pointed
out that there may be extenuating circumstances, and
in this case there is one at least of first-rate import-
ance. Towards the close of last century there sprang
up & school of biologists who denied that acquired
characters were transmitted. The question being
one of great importance and interest, I made as full
an investigation of the arguments which had been
advanced as seemed necessary for me to come to &
definite conclusion. I was fascinated with the subject,

1 Talbat, * Irregularities of the Teeth.” Introduotion.
A



