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PREFACE.

LTHOUGH therc is no denrth of books which treat
q on the subjecte contained in this little volume they'
are, for the moat part, 80 axpensive as fo be ook of the
reach of the average American frrmer, who must, after
all, when eonsidered in the aggregate do the great
bulk of breeding, and they must necessarily be the own-
ors of o vast majority of the domestic animalg contained
in the whole country.

Again ; they treai, for the most part, on special cub-
jects and, therefore, contain a great deal of matter that
is useless and not clearly understood by the average
stockowner. WNeither has he the time to devole to a
completo and detailed study of each of the subjects
treated in this work. It will also be found that most
books on Breeding and Diseases of Animals that are



written in plain, every-day language are very ancient
and, therefors, bave not the information contained in
modern books, which may be based on the vast ad-
vanee which haa been made in selentific breeding, and
on the grest discoverieg which have been recently made
in medicine end gurgery.

It haa beer my aim to give the nverage stockowner
the information that he must necesearily be continually
seeking, In language so plain, that eny commen echool-
boy can undergfand it I have, therefore, avoided tech-
nieal terms wherever possible.

Another reason whieh has impelled me to arrarge a
book rolating to dizenses of animals, ia the fact that in
a largs extont of our country, the egrvices of sn educa-
ted Vetoerinarian are difficult to oltain by the averago
gtockowner who resides, for the most part, at a con-
giderable digtance from lerge towns, and even when ob-
tainable, it will be only st a considerable expense, be-
gides the loss of valuable time in cheeking gerious dis-
ease and thereby avoiding & part of the losses which in
the aggregsate, are enormons. A recent bulletin issued
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FREFAIR

by the Depariment of Agrieculturs, placing the annual
loss of live stock in the United States by disense, at
more than $100,000,(00. From experience, I am sure
that & large part of this immense loss can be avoided,
and it haa been my aim to give the uscemssary advice
which will eventually lead to the saving of a vory large
percentage of the domestic enimala which at present
die from preventable or curable diseases

The insertion of the section relating to the adminia-
tration of medicinea, with sn alphabetical table of dis-
eapee and their remnedien and the table relating to medi-
cines and their dosed was sugpested to me by Dr. J. A
Breakall, for which I thanik himp. My brother, Dr. A
M. Henrd, has alsc rendered valunkle aid in many ways
which I cannot here specify. I slso thank Mr. George
Kittradge for the interest he has taken in maling the
drawings fﬁl“ peveral of the illuetrations, snd Mesars.
Clarke and Richardson, for the loan of valuable euts.

J. M. HEARD, M. R. C. V. 5.
NEW YORK CITY.
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PART I. BREEDING.

INTRODUCTION.

I xu well aware that there is no rayal road that will
lead to the highest degree of suceess for all who may
attempt the task of becoming profitable breedors of
high class smmals, whothor of horeee, enftle, ghoep,
swine, pouliry, dogs, or in fact any of the domerticated
animals. In fact it may be generally stated that the
failures will outmnnber the successes as ten to one. On
lovking over the field, however, we can gee many man-
agers who nra successful, and on earsful inqguiry it will
bo found that nearly sll of thor have atfainod success
becanse they have acted on lines which are entirely in
accord with proven biological facte It may be as-
serted that success in breading will not be achieved by
any hap-hazard method, but by carefnl plans, laid ount
after great deliborstion, and ssccording to n certain

standard of actipn which breeders have sot up for their
guidance. I am nware that an occasional bep-hazard is
sometimes temporarily successful, and this may occur
apparently in spite of the viclation of whet many sue-
cesaful men would call positively correel principles.
These facts show to gome extent the great diffienlties
with which the breeder has to contend; especially will
the difficulty appear very great if we bear in mind the



