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HON., WILLIAM APPLETON.

N the year 1633, Sayuven ArprETon came from Little
Waldingficld, in Suffolk, Ing., with his family, and
settled in Tpswich. Descended from an ancestry of goad
repute in his native country, he became the progenitor
of a highly respected race in the land of his adoption.
The beantiful Memorial of him published in Boston
i 1850 renders it superfluious to renew the familiar
account of his ]ineagﬂ. Whoever will rvefer to that
volume, will find that in every period, from that of his
remotcst known ancestor, Johm Appulton of Great
Waldingfield, who died in 1414, the family name has
never failed to be worthily vepresented. Not only the
commemorative tributes of this Socicty, but the annals
of our State and National legislatures, the records of
various institutions of learning, charity, and religion, the
public enlogies and private encomiums of the citizens
of Boston, and even the commereial and industrial
prosperity of New Lngland, bear testimony to the
honorable manner in which it has been sustained in the
thirteenth generation,
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The instances must be very rave, in which, in a single
city, four individoals of ono kindred and name, and in
the same grade of natural descent, have contempora-
neously made theiy own way from humble beginnings
to such high distinetion in the same calling as was
lately attained by the three brothers, Samucl, Nathan,
and Ebenezer Appleton,® and theiv eousin William, —
a sketeh of whose life we are about to give.  They were
so intimately and pleasantly associated in life, and their
images are naturally so grouped together in our remem-
brance, that we could not speak particularly of once till
wo had first made respectful mention of the rest.

William Appleton was born in the North Parish of
Brookficld, Masa,, Nov. 16, 1786, His father, Tlev.
Joseph Appleton, was bormn in Tpswich in 1%51; gradu-
ated at Brown University in 1972 ; was ordained minis-
ter of the Second Church in Brookfield, now the Tirst
Congregational Chureh in North Brookfield, in 1776 ;
and died in July, 1785.+ He was o man of respectuble
abilitics, approved seholarship, and exemplary Christian
character,

His mother wag Mary, danghter of Jacob Hook, o gen-
tleman furmer of Kingston, N.H., whose estate was large

= Llencesr Appleton died in April, 18358%, b the age of faty-eight. He wag o man
af more than andinary taleots, und of oppgidersbile literary tuste aml eunliure, genial in
e dispasitivny and popolar it ki manoevs,

t The aply work ever zublished by hir was & controveraial theplogical pamphle of
thirey pages,  There i an elegant memument to him in the chorebyard of Korth
Tiracleficld, with sultable Irseriptions, execrend by hiz aon, the subject of this Memole,

Among the last of Thon, Williom Appleton’s benefactions wes the erntribation of
fiva thonsgas, £ 4 to tho Fleer Congragational Soeiery of ot Bralifield, for the
prarchnze of o lileary fae che use oF the midnigier, T ds ontled the Apzhaan Lilime

Wa are indelited for these facte tu By, C, Cusbing, the present pastor of the chureeh
iu North Beookfeld,
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for that place and period. At the death of her hushand,
who bequeathed to her a small property snd the sole
charge of five young childven, — two sons and thrce
danghters, — she removed to her native place, and vecu-
pied & fam of moderate value, which she had inherited
from her father. In the year 1798, she was married to
Major Daniel Gould, of Lyndeborough, N H. ; and, with
her children, teok up her abode in that town. Many of
the traits of her character bore a striking resemblance to
those which afterwards appeared in her son.  She had a
strong mind, o quick apprchension, a sound judgment,
and an nnusual capacity for business, Although of
feeble health. she was energetie and persevering.  Her
conversation was often playful and witty, and occasion-
ally seasoned with a spice of sative: thougl all these
qualities were duly held in cheele; for she was a Chuis-
tian, both by profession and practice, Her son has
recorded his deep sense of obligation to her for having
shaped and controlled his character. In a brief notice
of her life, written on the day of her death, he says,
“ From the time my father died, she was very particular
in giving her children religious instruction, and often
prayed with them in her chamber. I have lost in her,
not only the faithful guaerdian of my infancy, but the
disereet monitor. of my vouth, and counscllor of my
miaturity,”

She was evidently a fine specimen of the best class
of New-England mothers; to whom, more than to any
other source, ave to be traced those sound prineiples,
virtuous habits, and practical qualitics, by mcans of
which their children have ottained both material pros-
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perity and a fair moral fame. MHer death took place
at Mount Vernon, N H., June 25, 1842, in her cighty-
seventh year, after she had long enjoyed the fruit of
her maternal fidelity in witnessing the suecessful career
of her son.

In tracing that carcer. os well as In estimating
Mr. Appleton’s chavacter, we have been permitted to
avail ourselves of a private diary, which he had kept,
with oceastonal interruptions, during a period of nearly
fifty years. Tt fills seven manuscript volumes, evidently
written withont the slightest reference to posthumons
nse. It consists of very bricf and simple notes of
incidents, espeeially interesting to the writer, con-
neeted with his family, his business, the state of his
health. and his religions experience and dutics: {o
which are occasionally added reminiscences of early life
impressions of men; obituary sketches of his friends;
and views, both retvospective and prospective, of com-
mereial, financial, and industvial affairs.  Although
infended exclusively for his own perusal, there is no-
thing in this journal which would not bear gemeral
inspection. On the contrary, it exhibits the writer, off
his guard and in his interior life, in a highly creditable
and amiable Hght. It reveals such conscienfiousness,
such an humble estimate of himself, such a trune and
lively affection for his family and friends, such a constant
conflict with the love of the world and the desive for
riches, and such gratitude and submission to Providence,
as ure worthy of respect and sympathy.

In nsing thia diarvy, it will be our endervor not to
violate the generoms confidence of the living, nor the
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delicate reserve which is due to the private papers of
the dead. No further reference will be made to it than
may be necessary to such a truthful representation of
his character as alone would be sanctioned by himself,
or conducive to those moral and Christian ends which
were evidently near to his heart, and to which, we are
persuaded, he would desire, above all things. that his
IHography should be subservicent.

He was sent to school at an early age, first at Now
Ipswich, and aftcrwords suceessively at Francestown
and Tyngsborough. In 1801, he made his first trial of
business as a clerk in a store at Temple, N.H., kept by
Mr. Artemas Wheeler. His capacity and good conduct
made such o favorable impression upon his employer,
that. at the age of nineteen, he took him into partner-
ship. At the expiration of a year, having found that a
country store afforded a too lmited field fox his abilities
and ambition, he =old Lis stocl, and interest in the firm :
and with the small property which he had inherited,
together with what ho had carned, came to Boston, In
alluding to this period, he was serupulonsly eareful not
to appropriate the remazk, intended to be compliment-
ary, which was sometimes applicd to him, as it has
been to so many other of our wealthy citizens, — that he
came from his conutry home with nothing but “a small
bundle in his hand, aud o few cents in his pocket.”  The
gum which he actually brought was small enough, in con-
trust with what lie afterwards accumulated, to accredit
his talents for business ; and the very fact that a portion
of it had been alveady saved, and the remainder earncd,
before his arrival, throws back upon his youth the merit
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of those same qualitics which weve aftersvards so conspi-
caously excmplified in his maturity.

The following memoranda, relating to the carly stages
of his business-life, ave copied from his jouwrnal : —

e Afrer 1 came to Boston, T resided for a short time with
How and Spear, who kept a West-India goods store. In 1807,
I went into business with Me. N, Gilddings.  We kept at the
eorner of Tndia Street and Central Street, — the enly store then
occupied in the street. {1} Char husinesa waa the Dhuying awl
gelling of Weet-India goods and erockery—ware,  We dissolved
our connection in the antumn of 1809, Then, econsidering
mvselt worth about fonr thousand dollars, 1 bought the ship
¢ Prinmphant,’ at Salem. n conncetion with Tpham, Gussett,
wnd Clo., for fve thousand dollurs, and went with her to Fayal,
where T had her put under Portoguess colors, anil despatehed
her to Tiverpool: I taking puessape with Mr, and Mrs. Bow-
doin in another ship. Onmy arvival at Liverpool, I found my
ghip bl been eaprured by o Tremch privateer: but she was
fortumitely retaken a few wecks after, and brought to Ply-
mouth 3 whither T went to tuke chatge of my property. |
remuined in England €L July; when T embarked in the Lrig
¢ Bliza,” Captain Gardner, with abont ten thousand pounds’
value of goods, for aceount of royself and Parker, Appleton,
and Co.  These goods, and another importation, I sold 5 and, at
the end of the year 181F, found mysclf worth ahout ten thou-
sand dollars. [ went from Philadelplia to North Carelina,
where 1 loaded fwo vessols with nayal-stores for England.
From thence T went to Chazleston, S.0., and took pnesage
in the ship ¢ Cores,’ Captaim ‘Webler, for Liverpool ; where
T found thot an embargo was faid in the United Statcs, which
wag considered preparatory to war with Fogland.

< Tn June, 1812, T was in the Howse of Commons, listening
to the debatos of that hody ; when it was announced that the
orders in Couneil which related to the Amerean ships wouhl
be modified or repenled ;- these anders being suppwscd to e the



