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Tue following Tecture was delivered in o regular comrse on the
Panlma, withoat having been written, It has since been written ont
from the brief notes which had been proparcd, with the same trein
of thought, the same illustrations, snd, as neorly a2 could be reeol-
lected, in the very words which were used in the delivery. Of
enurae, entire accuracy in this respect couid not be expected ; but there
has been no intentional altevation of the language or the sentiments.
It is ot ¢ puldished,” but it is now printed fur reasons which will be
readily understood by many. It is due to any who may have felt
themselves aggrieved, that they should be put in pessession of the
means of staling precisely what it was that gave them, ae they sup-
posed, just gronnds of offence; and it is equally due to myself
that the oxact words—even the wnstudied utlerances in a die
eourse which was wholly unwritten, should be stated, that T wmwy
not suffer from misapprehension. The priveipal subject of the dis-
course, moreover, is one which iz mot often hrought into the palpit;
and pertaining, ae it doss, to on important and diffienlt point of
morals, the interest which has been exeited in the diseourse by
another topio springing out of that, may, perhaps, do something to
direct attention to the main topis,

A noba haz been added, explenatory of what was said in the dis-
ecurze, on the part which has cxeited most attention. As what
is contained in this note was nob sedd on the oecasion, it eould not
honestly be introduced into the body of the Lecture, but it cannot
be wrong or unfair for me to exphin, in such a note, what wea
meant on the oceasion, and what are the views which I Liold on that
point.  Perhaps after the excitemeuts of the present time ghall have
passed away, it will be regarded ap yemarksble that any offence
ghould have been taken by the expression of an opinion as to what
is fairly taught in the Bible, and what seemed to be in the fair line
of my duty as a Pastor in explaining the Basred Seriptuves.

ALBERT BARNES.

Paipansrenta, Jenwary 24, 1861,






DOEG, THE EDOMITE.

Ta the shief Musisian, Magehil, 4 Prelic of Dav’d, when Dosg the Edomite enmo
and teld Saul, and said anta bim, Duvid is como te the hoase of Alimelesh.

Wav boastest thon thyself in misehief, & mighty mon? the geedness of God en-
durath eootivually, Thy toogoe doviceth misehiefs; lilke o shorp rser, working
deceitfully. Than lavest evil mora than goed: gnid lving racher than fo speak
righteousness, Belab. Thom lovest all devearing words, O thon deeeitfu) tongue.
God ehall likewlse dostroy theo farever, he shol? take thes wway, end pluck theo
oud of thy dwelling-placa, and root thee suc of the Jund of the living, Belab.
The rightacue alse ahall see, and fonr, ond kall Iangh et bim: Lo, chis ia the man
that made not God his strengeb; bob trsted in the shundanee af his riekes, nnd
etrangihened himeol? in his wisliedness. But T am lilke a graen clive tree la the
Louse of God @ I truel io the mesoy of God foreyer and seer, 1wl prajan thee
farever, bosouse thon hast deoe it: and 1 will wait oo thy nwme; for B8 §s good
before thy ssints.—FPealm HEL

I nave never in my ministry, now not a short one,
preached on the suhject on which I propose to address
you this afternoon. I never should have done it if it
had not oeeurrad in the eourse of a regular exposition of
the Seriptures, I never could have done it without
giving oceasion to an inguiry why that particular sub-
ject had been selected; whether there had been any-
thing in my personal intercourse with others which sug-
gested it; whether there was anything in the congre-
gation which made it proper to preach on that particular
subject; or whether there was any prevailing custom in
the comumunity avound, or in the country at large, which
required that it should be made the particular subject of
a public discourse.

The fact here adverted to will illustrate the following
things in regard to the mode of preaching which I have
go long practized among you, te wit, by o regular cx-
position of continnous portions of the Sacred Seriptures.



B

(@.) The advantage of this kind of preaching in en-
abling me to introduce a great varviety of subjects which
could not perhaps otherwise bo referred to without giving
offence; for when a subject occurs in a regular course of
exposition—of explaining the Book which it is the prin-
cipal business of my life to explain—it is clear that no
offence should be taken in such a course of exposition,
whatever may be the subject, if a fair interpretation is
given to the Word of God.

(#.) The advantage derived from the necesgity of in-
troducing many important subjects which could not, or
would not, be referred to in any other mode of preach-
ing. It cannot be denied that there are many subjects
conneeted with religion and morals, in themselves of great
importance, which we ¢hould not be likely to hring for-
ward in any other mode of preaching. We may avoid them,
either becavse we do not think that we fully understand
them; or we may regard some other subject as more im-
mediately desivable to he considered ; or it may require
more study to prepare curzelves on the sabject which
would oeeur in the regular course of exposition, than we
are disposed to bestow upon it, preferring some easier
topic of discourse; or theve may be something in the
state of public feeling, or some known views prevailing,
which would male it probable that offence would be
given if that subject were selected of design, and all
this might indnce us to defer il to a future occasion, or
to avoid it altogether., None of these things will be as
likely to influence us, when the subject is one that is
suggested by a vegular course of exposition, and that is,
in a measure, foreed upon us.

{c.) The fact here adverted to will furnish an iHustra-
tion of the wonderfial sariefy which there iz in the Serip-
tures, and the adaplation of the teaching of the Bible to



