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To the Members of the General Asembly
of the Simle of Indiane :

GesTrEMER—There is & general resognition of this fact, that the State
University has now reached a crisie, demanding & wide departure from its
past management,

Coming with President Wylic to it, when he bscame its President in
1829, 1 gradoated in the class of 1831, aod apon after became o citizen
of Bloomington, Warmly attached to the University, 1 have closely
watched the canses which bave depressed it for more than hall a century,
aitd ean no longer remain in oppositicn to these causes a8 o private individ-
nal, but must assume a more public position by placing before you, ihe re-
presentatives nf the people, what 1 know are the true eauscs of its want
of prosperity. .

1 do o in the pamphlet I aow lay before you, boping that, ofd as [ am,
I may still live to sce my Alma Mater assume its true plaee, as the
mccesatul and honored head of thet system of public instruction, which
should be cherished by every citizen,

LEWIS BOLLMAN,
Bloomington, Tndiana,

o
i
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THE STATE UNIVERRITY OF INDIANA, AND- THAT OF
MIOHIGAN QOMPARED.

The most wsiructive knowledge we can acquire on the subject of the
proper management of a Btate Universty will be found in a comparison
of the Btate Universitiea of Indiann and Michizan. Both were endowed
by Congress with two townahips of Iand ; both were located in retived
and healthy localities, very aimilar in all rospects; that of Indiana com-
menced il colleginle existence in 1529 ; that of Mighigan n 1837, Yet
in 1881-2 Indinoa Usiversity had 155 students, and but a Literary de-
partment ouly, white Michipar TInivermty had 1,534 students, with all
the principal departmenta bolonging to a University.

Why this almost complete failure of onr own, and why this great sue-
cons of that of Michigan? '

I snswer chiefly 1o four calmes:

1. A better financinl management

2. A thorough appreciation of public insbruction on the part of the
Bosard of Begents (Trustess), and as thorough a presentation of it to the
peopla of Michigan by this Poard, by the Faculty, and by the Lepislature.

3. By curbing all altempted sectarian interference with the University
amd the lower public schools,

4. By requiring fees to be puid by the sivdentr for the epecial in-
siruction given to them. -

In these foar porticulars will be found the causes that have made
Michigan University the preatest 1 the Tnited Siates, and Indirna
University almost. the least. T will consider them in the onder stated.

1. A betler finonciod monagement.

The endvewment, as slrendy staied, was two townships of land to esch.
In 1837, when Michigan Tniversity was established, the Board of Regenta
Tworrowed from the Btate $100,000, and after repaying $95,000 as interest,
the Siate remitted the principal. Out of this fund the Regents erected
four buildings, designed for residences of the Professors, for in the begin-
ning they received but $700 each as & salary. These buildings were
subsequently used for University purposes, and were erected on grounds
(40 acres) donated by the citizens of Aon Arbor. The Regents had not
eold lands a8 yei. ‘“The minimum price of these was fized by the Legpis-
lature at $20 per acre. The first sales averaged $22.85 per acre,
wiclding 160,000,
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Bat our Legizlatare, as early as 1827, ordered the sale of the two town-
whips, except thres sections of the Monroe township. The sale was by a
Commissioner for each township, in 1827 by public sale; but in 1528 the
lands could he entered at privale sals, for not Jess than the minimuom
prices, which were—{for firat quality, $3.50; second quality, §2.28; and thisd
quality, §1.25 per ncre.

Thus prematarely the lands were fhreed epon the market, and saerificed.
And this was the fate of the sixteenth sections, for common sehool pur-
poses.  Neither should have been sold for twenty-five years. The atterpt
to establish the College wus as premature as the mile of the lands. Tt
should heve fullowed, not preceded, the successful estublishment of the
common schools, for it is the outgrowth of these,

When Congress donated to our Biate, lands in licn of the Gibson town.
ship, the same indiscreel haste was seen in {heir di‘\pﬂ&'&l The averags prica
rewu'ed for these was but §3.30 per acre.

In 183%, u year of grent finapcial distress, the demugogues had the s
premacy in the Michigan Legislature, and it pazsed an act virtuslly re-
ducing the price of the Michizan University lands to $1.25 per scre.
The Ragenls urged the Governerto vetu the sct, which he did, and in hia
able message, be denounced the aetion of the Leglalature in terms ao ap-
propriate, that it never attomptod to pess the aet over the veto. That
Governor will ba honoved s long as Mickipan Uwiversity has a history,
Unifortumately for us we bad neither such a Board of Trustees, nor such
a Governor. But in 1840 nearly five thousand scres of the Michigan
Ugiversity lands were acld at the low rate of §6.21 per acre by uel of the
Legislature, on the ples that eetusl acttlers {well knowing the lands be-
longed to the University) had aquatted wpon thew.  Soon afterwards sples
were made at §17, $18, $19 ned 315 per acre; in 1347 the mipimum
price was fixed at $15, und in 1842 ut §12. hN
. The Michigan Legislatare, like our own, interfered with the contract of
the purchasers of the landa, losing to the University §33 000. Tlad it
adhered to the first minimum price of £20, the townships would have
brought 821,000 instead of $450,000, the amount realized from the Con-

. gressional grant.

The University of Michigan, for these errors of the Legislature, asked
liberal donations for thesa losses. With what preater justice could our

" University make a like claim.

As an act of indemnity for these errora, the Legislature of Michigan i
1875 provided a permanent fund for the University in the shape of an ao-
nual tex of one-twenfizgth of o mill, but aot to cxeoed $50,000 in any one
year. But the high prosperity of Michigan University was a strong in-
centive to this just and liberal course, but there exists no such incentive
here.
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The amount of interest now received annually from the lands sold by
Michizan Univoersity ia about $39,000, while that received by Indisna
University nnnually is from $7,000 to 88,000,

The following table will show the acres sold-of the Gibzon and Mooroe
townships, the amount refunded to the Vineennes University, and the
amount from the lands given by Congresa in lieu of the Gibson township,

From the Auditor of State’s report for 1844

Gibson township . & .+ « & v o v 0 0 o e e Apres 28,093,350
Bold by Commissioner . . . . . . . . . . . .. ¥ 1684895
Sold prior o 1827 . . . . . g e owwm e ana eews % A I0BE G
TR0l v oo a0 s v v e enaes e awee w e L OBEETE
Monroe tow [thi]’) oM ENE W s % viosme semos a0 SRR
Bold by Commissionor . . . - | B ) = 3. )
Sold of the three reserved seetions . - . . . . . . . **  2,426.24
Thgeld) s w5 o« son w0 e SR EE G S muEs 41.00
Tomlloaes = o w o5 o o P i [ 57~ B
Refunded to Vincennes Unlvcmlty fo siresr miwig e e 0B AGE08
Leaving for Monroe townabip . . . . . o ... BOH,162.98
Ammmt of lands sold in Liew of Gibson tﬂwushlp, oL T6686.00

Cotal . L L . o 0 e e e ... . B124, 848,08

From Auditor’s eeport for 1851, the total fund s $136,694.62, vielding
wn aunual interest of aboul $8,000,  As 88,000 w Lo §39,000, 0 i the
mizmunagement here to the better management of Michipae University
in the seleetions and eale of the lande.

2, The sceond cawvse of the ditforcner in the posperity of these Uni-
verzities is found in the knowledee and consequent appreciation of public
instruction by the citizens of Michimn, A review of the means sdopled
to intis=e this knowledpe, will be as usefil as it is intereating. .

Michizan hegap ita territorinl cxstemee 1o 1805, In 1817 i Legis -
liture proyvided for a system of publio ingtrizetin. At ita head and under
its control, was a University having power to etablish a eolicge in each
county, now representerl by our high schools.  Thirteen departruents were
to compose the University, as followa: That of Literature, Mathematies,
Natural History, Natoral Philosophy, Astronomy, Chemistry, the Medieal
Beienees, the Ethecal Seiences, Military Seienes, History, the Intellectual
Briences, ele.  Commot schools were also provided for.  The Universty
Act wans most remarkable in its broad views, It is supposed to have been
prepared by Judge Woodward, of the Bupreme Court, As no cxisting
collegiate institution in the United States furnished a model for it, it is
thought that it was taken from o then recent report in France for such
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an institation, Tha acting President of Michigan University, in his rﬁpﬂrt-

of 1580}, made a referonce to it, which, in its proper connection, I will bring
to the notiee of the reader,

As the population of Michizan in 1317 wag ahout 6,000 only, it will
eazily be seen that this act wae premature 50 far ag a speedy establishment
of a University was concerned. Its immedinte pood ie to be found in
another direction—the early disenssion of the subject of public instruction
in all ita hranches. To aid this diseussion, the Legislature of 1817 ap-

’ pointed two persons, at & salary of $300 each, to deliver lestures to the

people, and by these weans ther aequired o thorough understanding of
the advantages of public instruetion ever private schools, or those under
gectarian eontrol.  Among those zealows for public instructivn was the
Catholic pricst at Deiroit.  11is spescssor, 1 believe, was following his
precedent, but he was opaedily remeoved, leat hiy beoader dutica as a eiti-
zen might overcome the sectarian allerianee to his Chureh.

Many years age, when Judpe Kinney wae selested to prepare a bill for
the action of the Legislature for the reovganization of our common
schools, T wrate an articls on the snbjact, published W the Indianapolis
Journal, and in its prepareation I exasmined the common sehoeol systems of
geveral of the Btates. To my preat surprize, I found that Michipnn haed
greater practical sucecss thon any other State—greater even than Muassa-
chusetts. The eanse of it [ pould not then nspertain, and not until recent-
Iy did T obtain the knowledge of these early efforts and their suecess in
behalf of public instruction.

The people of Michigen were chiefly from New York snd New Eng-
land ; the first class unaequainted with instraction ie any form ; the zecond,
as it was united to sectarian ingtivgtions and directed by them. My
native State of Penngylvania, like New York, had not yet eomsidored the
subject of public education, and when it did, it found many sectarian
echools for higher instruction, snd tu theae it puve liberadly, But now,
although an old and wealthy State, with great industrial and commercial
interesty, it has no eolloginte inatitntion koown at all outside of the Btate,
excepl it medical schiools in Philadelphin,  This barren result was orca-
sioped by thal seatbering poliey, which wasted the appropristions in dead
brick and mortar; the opposite policy of that pursued by Michigan., To
a few mdivdiuale, therefore, like Judge Woodward, i Michizan indebted
for that policy of concentration, so full now of great results, '

In thus building up its public instruction, so succensfully, the State of
Michigan hus given to the Universily 670,000, and its real and personal
property has o vahwe of $681,442, It haa received generous gifts from
individuals, which oure has not, because it ia withont success, and hence
can not give assursoce that any donations will he of permancnt henefit.

But if Indiana had no public men in the enrly history of our University

Tl

s
ar



8

to direct the minda of the people to the policy of public instruction, wo
find in the law of 1852, relating tv the University, the following provision:

“{ne member of the Faculty to be designated by o majority therof, of
which the Becretary of the Board shall be informed, shall by himeelf or

competent substitute, deliver a public lecture on the principles and organ-

ization of the University, ita edunational facilitiea (heing eareful not to
disparage the clairas of institutions of learning in the Btate), in at least

fiftecn differont sounties of the SBtate, of which he ehall give dus notice;

and i a vacation of less duration than one month, o member of the
Faculty, tv be designated 85 aforasaid, shall deliver auch lecture in at least
three diffevent conntics; g byviet statement of which lectures, shall, by the
peraon delivering them, be repartad lo the Board of Trastees annually, to
be by them incorporated in the anneal report to the General Assembly;
but oo two such lectures shall be delivered in the same ecounty, until all
the counties of the Btate bave been lectored o™

Az there were two vacationa then of 3 month each, aod two of ons
woek each, the number of lectures heve required would have been thirty-
six annually. There vught also to have been reported for the nonual cata-
lopue four * bricf statementa™ of them; thus a wide disscmination of the
arguments for public instroction would have heen secured.  But this law
has niever boon obsgrved by the Facnlty, nor enforced by the Board of
Trustees. Why it has not, will be stated presently.

Nor has suy vther means been adopted to make the Univernity known
to the people &pee tha death of President Wylie.  1ls able discourses
delivered wherevor he was salced to gn, and his equally intereating bacea-
laureates, not sermons, bat his pariing counsel to the pradualing class,
spoken just befors he conferred the diplomnas, mve the nstitulion a Iigh
character, for all these were publivhed,

President Moss declared to a meeting of ‘the Alummpi, that printed mat-
ter had no intluence with the prople.  Aceordingly we find that none of
his baccalanreate sermona have been weitten—-not even his inaugural ad-
dress. All the former T have heard, and taken full votes of them, and
not one of them did I wisb to se¢ in print. Notbhing emsoates from the
University but the anneal catalogue s prepared as oot fo contain the
annual expenditures, nor any ether matter of special interest, and but par-
tinlly distributed. No discoursca at the annual commencements, nor at
any other time, are given in hehalf of public instruction; but clerpgymen
are brought here whose discourses uphold the idea, that all instruction,
not pernicions, must begin and eud in the ehurch.

Nothing goes cut from the Univemsity giving nformation of its man-
agement and the purposcs of thuse controlling it, and benee it is, that we
of Bloomington know no more of it than do the citizens of the remotest
town in our State. Wea are told that even the graduates are not to in-




