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PREFACE.

THERE is a difficulty in writing a book of this
character on Spain, which does not exist, we
think, to the same extent with any other European
country. In most European nations the official
returns and government reports may be accepted
as trustworthy, and the compiler has little more to
do than to copy them; but in Spain this is far
from being always the case. Insome instances, from
nonchalance and habitual inexactitude, in others,
and especially in all matters of finance and taxa.
tion, from designed misstatement, all such reports
have to be received with caution and scrupulously
examined. The reader must remember also that
in Spain smuggling and contraband dealing in
various forms is carried on to such a vast extent as
seriously to vitiate all trade returns. Thus it is
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that Spanish statistics can be considered only as
approximate truths.

Another difficulty arises from the very varied
character of the Spanish provinces. Hardly any
statement can be made of one province which is
not untrue of another. The ordinary descriptions
of Spain present only one, or at most two, types,
the Castilan and Andalusian, and utterly neglect
all the rest. The provinces of Spain have been
well described as divided into *five Irelands”
whose habits and modes of thought, political aspira-
tions, and commercial interests and aptitudes, are
often utterly opposed to those of the capital. A
brief survey of the whole of Spain is attempted in
the following pages.

In a work of this kind one other obvious diffi-
culty is to know what to omit. Some well-worn
topics will be found to be absent from these pages.
No references are made to the great Peninsular
War. This can be easily studied in the admirable
pages of Sir W. Napier in English, and of Toreno
in Spanish, or in compendiums of these, which
again are filtered down in every guide-book. For
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a like reason Prescott's brilliant works are not
alluded to.

For the chapter on Geology and Mining the
reader is indebted to one of the most distinguished
Associates of the School of Mines, who has been
recently engaged in practical geological survey and
mapping in Spain.

Much also of the present work is due to private
information most kindly furnished by Spanish
friends of high pesition in the literary and political
warld, and with whom some of the subjects treated
have been frequently discussed. To these the
author offers his warmest and most grateful
thanks.
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