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ELIZABETH;
UR,
THE EXILES OF SIBERIA -

PART L

Or tha banle of the Irtish, which rizes in Calmuck Tare
tary and falls into the Oby, I8 situated Tobolsk, the capital
of Siberia; bounded on the north by forests of eleven
hundred versts in length, extending to the borders of the
Frozen Oeesn, fod interspersed with rocky moontaina
covered with porpetual snows, around it are sterile plains,
whoze frozem sands have seldom received am impression
from the human foot, and numerons frigid lakes, or rathor
stagnant marshes, whoso icy etreams never watered a
maadow, nor opened to the sunbeam the beauntics of
a flower. On approaching oearer to the pole, these stately
productions of nature, whose ahettering foliage are so grate-
ful to the weary traveller, totallz disappear: brambles,
dwarf birches, and shrubs alons omament this deaolota
gpot 3 but aven theas, further on, vanieh, leaving nothing
but awamps covered with a useless moss, and present, as
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<4 aﬂ’mﬁ_-of hplrmg nature. DBut still,
amidat the horror and g]'.::uum of an eternal winter, Nature

displays some of her grandest spectacles—the surora bore-
aliz, inclosing the horizon like a resplendent arch, emita
columns of quivering light, anl frequently offers to view
sights which are unknown in a more southern hemisphers,
South of Tobolsk is the province called Ischim,—plains
strewed with the repoaitories of the dead, and divided by
lakes of stagnant and unwhoelescmue water, separate it from
the Kerquis, an idolatrons and wandering people. Tt is
bounded on the left by the xiver Irtizh, and on the right
by the Tobol, the naked and barren banks of which present
to the eye fropments of rocks promizcuonsly hoaped togother,
with hers and there s selitary fir-tree rearing its head ;
beneath therm, in a apace formed by an anglo of tho river,
iz the small village of Saimka, about zix hundred versts
from Tobolek ; situated in the forthest extremity of tho
cirele, in the midst of a desert, itd emvirons sre as gloony
as the sombre light which illuminates their hemisphere
and a3 dreary as the climate.

The province of Iechim is nevertheless entitled the Ttaly
of Biberia, sines it enjoys nearly fomr menths of swinmer,
though the winter is rigorous to an excess. The north
winds which blow during that period sre go incessani, and
render tho cold so piercing, that even in September thao
Tobol is paved with ice; 2 heavy snow falls upon the
earth, and dizappesrs not before the end of May ; but from
the time that it beging to dissclve, the celerity with which
the trees shoot forth their leaves and the fields display




Tihe Exiles of Siberia, 3

their verdure, is almost ineredible ; three days is the shorg
period that nature requires to bring her planta to maturity.
The bloszoms of the birch-tree exhale an odoriferous seent,
and the wild flowers of the field decorate the pround ; flocks
of various kinds of fowl play upon the surface of the lakes;
the white erane plunges among the rushes of the solitary
marsh to build her pest, which she plaita with reeds, whilst
the flying squirrels in the woods, cutfing the air with thejr
bushy tails, hop from tree to tree, and nibbls the buds of
the pines, and the tender leavea of ihe bireh. Thus the
natives of these dreary regions experiencs a seasom of
pleasore ; but the unhappy cxiles who inhebit it—alns|
none.

Of thesa miscrablo beinga the greater part reaide in the
villages situated on the borders of the river, between
Tobolsk and the extremest boundary of Ischim ; others are
dispersed in cottages about the country, The government
providea for some, but many are abandoned to the scanty
gubaistence they ean procure from the chase during the
winter acason, and oll are ohjecta of general commiseration,
Indeed, the name they give the cxiles seems to have been
dictated by the temderest symputhy, za well as a strong
conviction of their inmoeenco,—they call them * Unforto-
natea.”

A few wersta from Saimka, in the centre of a marshy
foreat, upon the border of & deep cirenlar lake, smrrounded
with black poplars, resided one of these banished families,
coneisting of three pemons—a man about five-and-forty,
his wife, and & beautiful daughter in the bloom of youth.
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4 Elizabeth; or,

Becluded in the desert, this Little family wers strangers
to the interconrse with socicty; the father went alons to
the chase ; but neither had he, his wife, or daunghter been
ever scen at Saimla, and except one poor Tartar peasant,
who waited on them, 0o buman being entered their dwell.
ing. The governor of Tobolek only was mformed of their
birth, their couutry, and the cause of their bamshment ;
the secret he had not even confided to the liemtenant of
kis jurisdietion, who was estsblished in Saimka. In com-
mitting thess exiles to his care, he had merely riven orders
that they might be provided with & comfortable lodging,
& garden, foud, sud maiment, accompanied with a positive
charpe to restriet thom from all communication with any
one, aad particalarly to iotercept any letter they might
aftempt to eonvey fo the eonry of Rusala ;

Bo much conmderation, soch mystery and strict precau-
tion, excited & suspicion thet, under the simple neme of
Peter Springcr, the father of this family concsaled one
more ilinstrious, aud misfortunes of oo common naturs ;
the effect, perhaps, of snme great erime, or possibly a
victim to the hatred and injustice of the Bussian ministers.

But every endsavonr to discover the truth of thess con-
jectures having proved imeffectual, curiosity was soon ex-
tinguished, and all intercat in the fate of the new exiles
died with it; indeed, they were so seldom eeen that they
were poon forgotten ; and if, in pursuit of the chase, some
straggling aportaman rambled towards the lake of the forest,
and inquired the name of the inhabitants of the hut wpon
its border, the only wnewer to bo obtained was, that “ they



