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INTROD CUTION,

.

Neanny half a ceatovy has elapsed since the aitention of the
merchants of Baltimors was fully directed to the necessily for pro-
viding -cagy and expeditious lines of communication between the
eity and port, with which they wers ilentilied and the then infant
West, if they wanted to perpotnnte the cotomerial importance of
Paltimore, and neatraliee the projaitielal indluence Lo their intorests
excreived by the publio worlss in Pennsylvania and the Erio canal
in New Yok, Tley realized that a large awonnt of business
which was lepitimately tributary o their ciry, wags being gradinally
attracled to Woew York and Philadelphia. in congequenon of the
supetior freilities dbe transportation furaished by the States ol
whicl these two vities were the recopnizd commercial centres, and
that their bright antivipations lor the fotnre of the “ Monomental
City ™ wonld e enmparatively blasted unless they vonld compete
on more equal terms with their tivals, and fornish fine their cus-
tomers soine more sxpeditions and certain mexns of transportation
than these which were colneident o the vid fashioned wepron and
stage vomtes. Al dhe timo alluded to, a projeet fir building the
Chesapenke and Ohio Conel lad been inangurated and work hiad
been comimenced, but its success as a commervial undertaking was
serionsly questioned in consequense of the high elevations over which
it had to De carvied, and the scareivy of water, whils its projested
eastern tertnints at Georgetown on the banks of the Polomae was
calenlnted {o prejudice in many respects the aommercial interests
of Baltimors, or at any rate exelude its oitizens from the actnal
henefits which had been antieipated from the coustruction of the
eanal, This fact was so fully reslized by a then prominent mer-
chant of Baltimore, Mr. Philip 1. Thomas, thul he voluntarily
withdrew in 1827 from the canal commisstonership which he held
as representative for the Beate of Maryland, and applied himself
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energetically in cotnection with Mr, Goorge Brown and ofher
prominent eitizens of Baltimore, to matoring a plan for building o
railroad which should be the Lighway for trallie from the Olio
River at Wheeling to Baldmore, The ideas as then enunetated
by Messra, Thomas, Brown and theirussociates, appeared at the timo
somewhat ehimerieal because althomgl short lines of railrond, such
as the “Brockton and Durlington ” in Eogland and the * Granite
Branch™ pesy Toston, had been built for the couveyanee of eoal
and etore {o novigable waters, no raiiroad had been conetrueted
either in Furope or in this country for the peneral conveyance of
pussengers and prodnee betwesn distant peints ;T brief o meTie
ral purposes, vailroads were vegurded 05 an Untricd experiment, and
it was a mooted question whether horses or stationary steam engines
would b the preferable melor.  In laping their plans fuliy hefore
the eitizens of Ballimere at that tine, and eorvobotating their views
b the opinion of prominent enzineers hoth fn Eurepe and Ameries,
tha commitice allided at lenirtl: to the sdvantuges posseesud Ly the
city of Baltimore as being 900 vailes newrer to the navigable waters
of the Weit than New York awd 100 miles neaver than Philadct-
phia, also that e casiest and Ly fae the most practieabla route
throggh the ridges of momiains which separated the Atlantie lrom
the western watees was along the depression formed by the Potonae
Liver in ils possage trough (hem.  fpecial allusion is made o
these historieal fiets, as indieatinge the prescience and Dusiness
sugacity of Lhe Bultimare mersiants, and although it is not within
the sphere ol vur present dutics to trace oub the varions sleps by
which the Baltimere and Ghio Railread Cowmpany, (incorporated
in acenrdance with the views of Mr, Thomus and his associates in
1824, ) snecesslully overcuwe every obatucle which nature, the hateed
of innevation and pelitical chiennory placed in their patly; &I ghe
inhabitants of the cly of Baliimore aud the State of Maryland
may be proud of having been dle ploncers of railrosd vonstruetion
in this eountey, of having been practically the foandurs of o system
which now extends In an unbroken Huoe from the Atlautie to the
Facific; which hus pierced moustains and spanned the nighty
rivers of this vast continent, sad which, whether regarded s the
missionary of clvilization oe the arobiteet of indnstrial develop-
ment and materiat prosperity has teuded to make the United States
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one of the foremost among (he nations of the world, te be respeeted
and honored by the dynasties of elthor hemisphere. These wise
and good men, who preojected o great and glorions fatnre for the
city of Baltimore, and for the Btate of which it is the recognized
commercial eenirs and manufhetoring emporinm, vest in their
honored graves, but the memary of their noble aspirations lives
fresh and 'gl'nnn s the fiowers which decl their last homes in the
hearts of the present generation, whese aim sgems o be that Balti-
more shall avail iself by every Iegitimare means of the superior
geographieal advantages which it possesses, und that fo its port
shall converge nol merely the traffic oviginaling en the waters
west of the Alleghanies, but the (rade of the Western, Bouth-west-
ern nnd North-western States and Territories, the older trans-
Atlantio countries aud o tho West Tndies and Sowh America,

Tt is frne that the present prowd positivn of Bultiwore ln con-
nection with the comserse of Amaoriea, 15 nwinly dne to the con-
servative and coustséent manner in which successive managers of
the Bultimore and Ohlo Railroad Clompany have adhered to the
policy of their predecessors ; and by adyancing, pord prsse, with
the growth of the ety in the lfle.-wlupu'cnt of new railrewd] entee-
prises, have seewred for the tallreud proper, ns well as {or the
mercaniile community, Tavge scoretions of swealeh; ot a guestion
natueally wrises at this junctnre, when the eap stone, {fo speak
Grurudively,) s shortly abour to he placed on the scheme and sys-
tem of the Daltimove aml Ohio Boilresd Cowpaay, by the con-
pletion of its vew line from Contreton on the Lake Eric Diviston,
to Chicsgo; und when other raitroad lines such as the Baltimore
and Potomue, Novlhern Central and Western Maryland are re-
quiring terminal aecommodations an tide-water for o repidly in-
creasing coal trade and general {rafic, whether the neeossary
facilities for Landling such a lorge aceretion of trafile, as will be
coineident to the growth of the West and Lhe proper development
of local business, can be furnished oither at Locust Poind, the
present tide-water levminns of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad,
or at Canton where [ wae anticipated, (although such anticipations
have, in eonsequence of peohibitory tates, nzt yeot heen realized,)
that the tide-water business of the Northern Central nnd Western
Maryland Railvoads would be concentrated, It is the object of




