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PREFACE.

TH1s attempt at registering the works of the Cornish painter,
John Opie, originated in a lecture which I was invited to deliver
at the Polytechnic Hall ot Falmouth in 1854, in order to illustrate
a collection of some of his more important works in Carnwall,
which were exhibited there in September of that year.

The object being rather to register than to criticize, no pains
have been spared to attain accuracy in the details, by inviting
owners of his pictures to furnish exact descriptions; and 1 beg
most gratefully to acknowledge the ready kindness with which my
enquiries have been met, and information has been offered to me
by many persons unknown to me previously, whilst T cannot too
warmly thank®™those personal friends who have more actively en-
couraged my efforts,

One serious disappointment has, however, occurred. Tt is well
known among the living relations of the Painter, that he was in
the habit of entering in a private ledger every picture which he
painted after his arrival in London in the autumn of 1981, This
ledger was used many years ago as evidence in a suit at law in
which Opie’s representatives were interested. It would have been
invaluable for the purpose of this Catalogue, but I regret to say
that I have exhausted every source of information which has been
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suggested to me in a fruitless search for it; nor can I find that
any list exists of the pictures which it contained.

The result s that many pictures, which the ledger would have
disclosed, are absent from this catglogue, from the mere want of
a clue to their discovery.

To Mr. Edward Opie, the great nephew of the Painter, I am
indebted for much valuable information about his life and works ;
and to Mr. G. C. Boase, and Mr, W. P. Courtney, for gencrously
placing at my disposal the notes which they have made on the
subject in the course of their larger work, the Bibliotheca Cornu-
bicnsis ; whilst among my more intimate friends, 1 have chiefly to
thank Mr. John Davies Enys, and Mr. George Scharf, the keeper
of the National Portrait Gallery. Mr Solomon Hart, B.A., the
librarian of the Royal Academy, has given me the benefit of his
guidance in using the treasures of their Library. Mr, Algemon
Graves, of Pall Mall, has verified several portraits which are un-
named in the Academy Catalogues, Mr. W. H. Woods has given
me access to the long series of Sale Catalogues at Messrs, Chris-
ties', The Print-room at the British Museum, and the Portfolios
of Messrs, P. and D. Colnaghi and Co. have been carefully exam-
ined, as well as the voluminous sale catalogues of pictures in the
libraries of the British Museum and South Kensington Museum ;
and, last not least, am I indebted to two sources of unpublished
information, viz: Mr. J. H Anderdon’s illustrated collection of
catalogues of the Foyal Academy, presented by him to the Print
Room of the British Museum, and the late Me William Smith's
manuscript catalogues of British Portraits, bequeathed by him in
1876 to the Museum at South Kensington.

It cannot, however, be expected that, even with these advan-
tages, the list of Opie's works has been exhausted ; and I venture
to plead for the indulgence which is always generously accorded
to an unprofessional attempt to supply a deficiency in any depart-
ment of knowledge, however humble it may be.



