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PREFACE.

Tue Lead-Mining Districts of the north of England
comprise an- extensive range of highly pinh:riaqun
scenery, which is rendered still more interesting by
numerous - objects which- claim the attention of the
antiquary, the geologist, and the mineralogist, and, in
short, of all who delight in the combined attrections
of nature, science, and art. Of these districts no
detailed account has Leen given to the public; and a
familiar description of the northern lead-mines, in
which 80 many persona in thiz part of-the kingdom
are concerned, has long been a desideratum in local
literature. The present volume aspires not to”the
merit of supplying this want; but, by descriptive
notices of the principal objects of attraction, is intended
to convey some general ideas of the nature of the
lead-mining districts, and to sfford some information
which may serve as a guide to those who visit them.
The red lines on the small frontispiece map denote the
routesy which are more particularly described. These
are, from Hexham to Alston, both in the wale of
Tvyne; from Alston down the Tees to Barnard-Castle,
the first point where the dale is traversed by publie
conveyances; and from the city of Durbam, the highest
coaching place on the Wean, to Alston. In these
routes, which comprise in all & distance of about 100
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miles (incloding the journey from Barnard-Castle to
Durham) the antiguary and architect may find the
following objects deserving of notice.

The veperable remains and boautiful architecture of
Hexham Abbey Church ; —the stately Castle of Lang-
ley, nnd the romantic fortalics of Staward Peel ;—the
vast bnd exceedingly perfect remuing of a Romsan sta-
tion covering nine acres of gronnd, and having the bold
contour of seven ditches in excellent preservation ;—
the massive pavement of a lng unbroken line of
Boman road ; —the stately ruins of Barnard-Castle in
Teesdale, and the more perfect castellated mansions of
Anckland, Durham, Brancepeth, and Stanhope, seated
in the mining dale of Wear ;—one of the finest English
Cathedrals, abounding in rich examples of the Norman
styls, and numerous other architectural and antiqoa=
rizn objeets, which sbeund thronghoat these interasting
districte.

The geologiet end mineralogist have ample stores
far inquiry snd admiration, presented by the geological
structure snd mineral treasures of the mining dales,
and the lover of landscape scepery will find a suecemion
of views which cannot fail to afford the liveliest grati-
fication. Awofag these may be briefly enumerated the
fine scenery of the Tyne ahove Hexham, and near
West-Boat Chain-bridge ; the romantic cliffs and woody
benks at Cupuls and Whitfield ;—the magnificent pros-
pects from Crom Felt and Hartside j—the waterfalls
of Nemtforce, Eshgill, Casldron Snout, and Tees
Force ;—the scenery of Tessdale and Weardale,
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sbounding in the greatest variety of kndscape views,
from the wild and solitary mountains, whence the
sister stremmn of Teea and Wear arise, to the more
fertile and umbrageous lands threugh which they pase
on their way to the German Ocean.

The machinery and curisus processes used in pre-
paring the ore for urelting, and the baautiful specimens
of subterranesn ricbes displayed in the shops of mineral
dealers, all tend to combine the most rational enjoyment
with the most agrecable exercize, snd to 8l up a
succession of those intellsctual treats which it is the
object of the tourist to obtain.

This rapid sketch may evince, that the mining
districts possess numercus sources of gratification to
the inquiring teaveller, snd the author of these
pages is convinced, from the opinion of highly intel-
ligent persons who bave vigited Alston Moor and
its vicinity, that it deserves more notice than it has
hitherto received. The situation of this district renders
it particularly suited for summer excursions, An easy
and pleasant day's journey conducts the tourist from
the "heart of the mining districts to Newcastle, Dur-
ham, or Barnard-Castle on the one hand; or, on the
other, to Carlisle, or Appleby, or to the far-famed and
much-frequented Lakes of Cumberland. The readi-
ness of access to most of the objects deserving attention,
snd the civility and intelligence of the inhabitants,
together with the comfort of the inns, greatly
enhance the plessure of traversing this slpine range
of country.
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The following notices were chiefly collected in »
private diary kept by the anthor during a residence of
four years in Alston Moor, and have been arranged at
leisure times in their present form. The ascent of
Croas Fell and the visit ta Ale-Burn Cavern are retained
in the narrative style in which they were written at
the time. The progress of the work {trifling as it is)
has been delayed by various causes, and the entire
manuscript is presented by the author to his much-
esteemed friend, the printer and publisher, who, with
more of admiration of the country it describes, than
any prospect of pecnniary recompense, offers it to the
public in its present shape.

T. 8.
Nemcastie, May, 1883,

ERBAT U M~=In page 25, line 22, for 12,0008 read 12000
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