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SKETCH OF LA DUSE

When "La Duse, ' In 1893, made her first tour
terough the United States under the management
of Carl and Theodor Rosenfeld, playing "' Cainille, ™'
“The Wife of Clandius," “Cavalleria Rusticana,”
“Fedora,” *'Divorgons,'" "La Loocatdiera'’ and
other plays, she was simply the preatest trogo-
tienne of Iinly, where all people knew her name
and fame; and where no mne thought of compar-
fng another artiste to her. Since then tem years
kave passed and her fame and gloty have spread
all over the world.

Those who, know Eleonora Dhise mention her
age and beauty, She is now thirty-eight years old,
but whe can say whetber gho s beautiful or not?
Un the stope she is beautifal, but she is homely
toos she is tall and she iz smnll; she is young and
oitl; awkward and delicate; apathetic and nerv-
ougs.  She is whatever her part demands. What
naartiste befare her possoszed i hers. She hasan
incomparable pooser over her nerves nnd niiscles,
In sinking her personality in Lhe poct's conception
she foscinates, almeost Hypootizes ws. DBut it is

hard, almost imipossible, to suggest an idea of this
i
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1 THE DEAD CITY

wondorful woman, who secms to bave effaced the
boundacy that separates nature from art.

Wha s Hleonorn Dhise?

She was born at Vigevano, a small town in
Lombardy. Her talent is hereditary, hor father
and grandinther having been actors of no mean
ability, The gprandfather, Eulgl Duse, was thor-
oughly legitimate in his work. He recited in
Venctian dinlect, n new departure in those days
The Dwises established the Garfbaldi Theater at
Padua,

The lfe of Eleancra Thage, the granddaughter,
has been one of bitter struggles apgainst poverty
and unfavorable envitomineat. But the practice
of the stage was her first gchool, her inftiation foto
artist life wot her cducation; sho is an actross
from infoney, Perhaps aever in the days of her
childhood did Elecnorn Duse say, 1 want to be
at actress,'” Perhaps no sympton of that irre-
sistible. desire which §8 the wsual beginning of
every trivmphant careor, foretold Lo her the plory
that to-dny sweetens the menmory of her sorrowlul
yotrt b

She was searcely twelve years old when she was
working nlmost day apd night npon the stoge in
ohrcive theaters, those protesque and sud asylums
of inferior companies,  Her wiges repregonicd the
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most important item in the income of her nol well
to-do family, Those were days of toil and suffer-
irg, when, wealk from tack of sufficient food, she
had to underge the cxhausting fatigues of the
slago, and ber chief reward was the applause of
an gudlence richer in emotions than in gold or sil-
ver, or was she compensated by being féted as
at infant wonder. Indecd, she was almost com-
pelled to conceal Ber youth from both manager and
public, lest it might produce a doubt in their minds
whether the sepertolre of dramas and tragedics
were enlirely suited to her tender vears. The
pressing need of moogy weiphed not only on her
genius but on ber mind and spirits which, notwith-
standing the suffering of a life of toil, were natu-
rally gay, due to the opon-air exercise and the
mirth anrd mischief of o noisy company. Still she
developed foree and spirit She combinod the
manner of the adult woman with that of the
thomgrhtful child, Almost vnknown to hersclf she
becpnme absorbed in hor parct, and the woman inee-
ulated the child with stronp emotions, which
deprived her pestures, her face and her veice of all
childishness, thrilled her audiences and caused her
companions to wonter, The perm of o groat
arctress was growing 1o the little wandering come-
dignne.



