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SALUTATORY.

Tas journsl is the venture of one who is a grest lover of
Nature and has devoted many years fo its study; and who thinka
there iz room for guch o journal. We nre aware that many small
publications of this anture are laonched nearly every day, but like
frost erystals in the glase of the noon-dey sun, soon fade and melt
away. The NiTuRALIST comes with the intention to romain, We
well know that the valoe of such a publication depends upon the
observation and notes of—nof one person, but many; much valuable
information is gecured by the peopls who love Nature and whao
keep their eyos and carsopen.  The NarURALIST desires notes and
obsorvations on any branch of Natural History; and our wish is
that its readers will help to make it a sucecess in thatrespect. We
all should know more about the many beautifnl obiects of Nature
about us. The pursuit of such information mekes onr vision more
keen, our hearing more sensitive. It wdds fo our stock of knowl-
edge, multiplies our enjoyments, adds & new object to vur minds, '
and increases activity to our powers. It enlarges the limits of our
reasoning and adds to our nature by giving birth to o new thought
of the many beautiful Porms of Nature, and we wonder, why it
was that they escapad our thoanghts before, '

We ghall endeavor to give our readers a journal well worth the
price of subscription. -

To those who receive this, tha first number, we ask you to look
it over and if you think it worth the price of subseription, we wuu]tl ‘
be pleased to enter your neme on our list.

Tz PUBLISHER.
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2 Tear Wisconsiy NATURALIST.
DO ANIMALS REASON?

BY HEY. GEO. GIBRON,

What would contribute mote to a proper regard for the
Animal Kingdom about us, and prove an enduring helper to hu-
man society, than the recognition of their rightful claim to that
faeulty of understanding which man has from all time so jealously
regarded as his own peculisar endownment? Not in the degree
that he possesses it to be suve; hut somewhst of that higher, im-
palpable and immaterial foree that is not matter, but, what con-
trols snd makes it what 1t 1s, & livinge thing.

As far as analozy goss wa may unhesitetingly sffirm the posses-
sion of resson to tho Animal Kingdom, and in a higher degree
than we nre ordinarily inclinad to credit them.

And while analory i3 not absolute cerlainty, it crowds cer-
tainty very close, and is an instrument next skin to it, among all
the mental processes employed 1o the proecestion of treth.

Now, man is perfecily willing to accord o his humbler brethren
of ihe barn-yard, and field, some degres of ‘mental power, some sort
of function by which they can communicate with one another; but
he very plainly says that it ia not reason; this is his nwn especinl

property, which God has given over to his keeping fur the bnite

and especial purpose of marking him off ag a highor and separate -

form of being. We never toke into necount the faet that in all
this discusaion, as to whether anitmals reason, that we accept ex-
parte evidenes, testimony all one sided, and that of an interested
party, moreover, who has things all his own way. This is no
faney, but sober reshty. Man tranalates Nature, sll her phenom-
enn, according to his own coneeit; and we kuow very well, how,
in the past be hes fearfully mixed things, and time sfter time
has been obliged to revise, retract and modify all that he has done.

And here again, he will repeat the act, reconsider his denial of
the reasoning power to the Animal, many of whom ave separated
from him, perhaps, onty by the one power of arficalnde-speech —a
power more wondersl than reason lo comprehend, and fully as re-
markable in its funetions.

But uow let us look at the matter practically and see what
eomes of it. It ia claimed that the appetites and passions—eom-
mon to both mean and animal—are prompted by, or governed in,
that most indefinite something called instinct—that we eat, sleep,
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drink, instinetively, ete.; or when that internal urgency demands
for the material part of our being, the necessary repair, or that
therse iz a sort of automatic mechinery within the animal makesup,
playing its part acoording to some occult lnw of its own, and by
which the waate is indicated and meade good in and of itself, this
ia pome true and somewhst not true. Hunger, fatigue, ete., are
natural phenomena, plain enongh, sad there 1 no more indefinite-
neas a8 to their operation tlan there is with respect to many other
eommeon matters of lifse. The word instinet as defined by lexico-
graphers snd authors generally, s one of the most unsatisfactory
and indefinite terms in the language, snd in the application fo
the case in hand 15 supremely =20, the term conveys no meaning.
The gratification of ths appetites and passions are deliberate ac-
tions governed very much by eironmstances similar to the desire
arising within us, and demanding recognition. The desire for
sleep, food, ete., notwithstanding the urgeney of the case may be in-
definitely postponed—tor long or short pericds—all of which is a
matter in no way connected with instinet, but a decidedly plmin,
mental aftair involving the comparissn of causs and effect, long
drawn out at times, as the poor well know to their coat.

What is common fo both man and animal must be governed by
the same rale, nnd possess commaon slements.  The procuring of
fond and drink, flight from danger, selection of a place of rest and
safety, ete., involves mental caleulation, we ropent, which cannot
be denied to one and applied to another of the subjecta of these
commuon habits.

If we limit our assent to the possession of reason by the brute
creation from onalogy alone, then there is sufficient evidenco to
support the claim, for words in soy form of language, cannot ex-
presa more fully the sense of reason then is illustzated daily in the
habits of the domestic animals about us. One cannot pick up a
newspaper but he will mest some curions snecdots concerning ani-
mal sagacity. In fact it is mainly to draw attention to this every-
day matter that we are here discussing this topic. The wvbserved
facta contradiet the dreams of lesined conceit; and these facta are
go many and convineing that any thing like limiting them to the
old line of instinets is simply impertinence.

A college president not long since, was presching in one of our
rural districts, when in the course of his remnrks he stated that,
“animels bed no memory.” This was not a happy utterance for
the college president, nor wes it received asa gospel of peace,
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It started a hubbub among the counfry people instantly. The
preacher had drawn from books in hia library, different conclusions
from those friends and companions of the tillers of the soil, who
trusted to the more reliable authority of ohservation and fact
The following extract from the Zoophilist, on the memory of dogs,
is 88 good & disclaimer to the professor’s theory ag can be desired,
and it may alse be beneficial in siding him to revise it:

The late Mr. Eyro, & clergymae, loft a dog which was very mueh attached to
bim, &t the country-house of o friend while be left FEngland for & loag eojonrn
abroad. After two years Mr. Evre retoroed, arriving nt hia friend's house ab
night, and retiring without having the dog called.

Next morning Mr, Eyre wad awakened by the dog burating into his bed-room
and leaping upoen him with the wildest demonstration of delight.

“How on earth did he koow T had arrived ¥ asked the pentleman of the ser-
vant, who brought hot walter,

“{h. wir,"" the man replied, *'it 3a the mosk corious thing! Aa 1 wea clegning
yoar boota, the dog recognized thom and became excited beymd measure, and 1
have not boen able to qoict bim untik ho sew whers T wis carrying them, and
rashesd up Along with me to your door.™

A correspondent of the snme English paper relates that he pave away, at a year
old. & dog which he wns unable to keep in his London home.  After gight vears
the dog was returned to {3 first ovwner.

“The dog et me. ™ says the correspondent, “'at first a9 o stranger, and, then,
with little animated sniffa of inguiry, going round and round me. 1 remained
atjl] for & few moments while she becamo mors and more excited, At last I
atooped and patted her, iud called her by her pame, 'Des,” ™

“Ohn hearing miy voice the poor bewst gave what T can only describe as a scresm
of rapture, und laaped into my arms,  From that moment she attached herself to
me &4 if zhas had never leff me, and with the tenderest devobion, ™

" Here is a perfectly suthentic story told me by a gentleman, the
owner of tho animal herein mentioned, and i3 a direct refutation
of the college presidont's thoory nhove deseribed.

A few years ago be had, among the family which he annually
transported to his sea-side cottage, afine dog, having sccompanied
his master thither the previous year. Upon their arrival at the
time in question, the family repaired to the cottage accompanied
hy the faithful Towser. While endvavoring to make their way
inside, thore being some little diffieutty in turning the lock, the
dog was missed from the family group, all standing on the piazza
consulting still over the mode of entrunce. The dog was, however,
discovered at the end of the pinzza, on the ground digging, produc-
ing a piece of meat, and on .finding it in an unsavory condition
he left it then and thers, for another dog of less fastidious taste,
Prompted by curiosity they watched his movements. After aban-
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doning the firat deposit he proceeded to another obseure spot, where
he uncovered a second deposit, made the year preavious, By care-
ful imspection, which wes accomplished by long smellings and
frequent turnings over of the bone, he restored this back to its
place, recovered and left it.  Thon again he goes to the third, and
50 on to a fourth deposit, iInspecting carefolly and satisfactonly
the surplus rations given to him the season before by the hands he
loved to fnwn upon in loving acknowledgment for the kind fevors
he continually received, and all these he had buried for safe
keeping.

In these days of “facts and figures™ people kecp their eyes and
ears open and in consmguense are wiser in some things, than the
people who go through the world in blind theory, they see and
hear and as a matter of course know, whot they see and hear,

Here is a very remarkable circumstance which only recently
oceurred in anothor part of the state { Wisconsin), sod carries with
it a mentiment of & higher grads than we ordinarily accond to the
Animal natare. 1he writer of this article can vouch for the ver-
acity of the parties who give the cirenmgtance publicity. We re-
publish the ineident from the Markesan fTerald:

Christ Abendroth, living near Ttlay, lost a valuable mare this week, through &
rather curious necident that will bear reporting. The ware had given birth tou
colt three days previously; of conree the mare and colt were kept ina etall to-
gather. 'While the mare was Iying down the eclt steppsd into her halter, and
the mare rising to her feet twisted the eolt in the halter iu soch o manner as to
draw the noose steap so close as to cloee her nestrile and provent breathing.
Suffocation of course followed, It would aeemh thet the body of the colt would
have baen croshed by the rope noose—it being so young—hefore the mare would
have strangled, bat it might ba passibls that the mare was endowed with sufficient
human Intelligones to undsratand how metters stood, and possessed enfficient af-
faction for hor ofapring to stand suffering herself before allowing the colt to be
injured, No other rewson can be pasigned for the conrse which matters pursued,

Goldamith wrote his book on Kataral History in smoke and
hopes, and London fogs, and knew less of she matter than the au-
thora out of whom he gathered hia material. To-day the Natural
world is brought to us by the patient observer, not by herosay or
by proxy. Here is a contribution of & parson who kesps his eyes
and ears open, which by the way, 38 the first and necessary re-
quisite to a right understanding of the Natural World abont ns—it
is an extract from the New York Sun of recent date:

“1 waa much inberasted inasight that [ saw dowa in the cellar last night,*
said & patient in on2 of the hospitals of this eity & day or two ago to a fellow
pelient who was confined to hiz bed, “and I'll tell yoo what it was'";



