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PREFACE.

Ix deference to the expressed wishes of some of
his young friends, the author hag essayed a story of
the sca, and now presemts ¢ Charlie Codman's
Cruise,” as the thivd volume of the Campaign
Series. It will be found more adventurous than its
predecessers, and thoe trials which Charlie is called
upon to encounter are of a severer character than
befell Frank Frost or Paul Preacott.  But it will be
found that they were met with the same manly spirit,
and & like determination to be Aithful to duty ut
all hazards. S

Though pot wholly a strangor to the sea, the
sothor is quite aware of the blunders to which a
landeman is exposed in treating of matters and a
mode of life which, at the best, lie must comprehend
but impnffcctly, and has endeavored to avoid, as far
a3 possible, professional €echnicalities, as not cssen-
tial o the interest of the slory,



vi . PREFACE.

With these few words he submits the present
volume to his young readers, hoping for it a wel-
come even more gonerous than has been accorded
to ¢ Frank's Campaign” and ¢ Paul Prescott’s

Charge.




CHARLIE CODMAN'S CRUISE. -

1.
COARTIE AND THE MISEE.

CuanrYe Copaaw torned out of Washington into Bed-
ford Street just as the clock in the Old South steeple
struck two, Ile was about fporicen, 8 handsome, well-
made boy, with o bripht ¢ve and & manly expression.
But he was poor. Thal was evident encugh from his
clothes, which, though neat and freo from dust, were
petched in several places. He had £ small roll of daily
papers under hig arm, the remaips of his slock in trade,
which he had been uneble wholly to dispose of,

Bome of my readers may know that the Latin School
and English High School are kept in the same building.
At two o'clock both are diemissed. Charlie had scarcely
passed the achool-honse when & crowd of boyd issued
from the scheol-yard, and he heard his name ealled from
behind., Looking back he recopnized 8 boy somewhat
smaller .than himself, with whom he had formed sn ac-
guaintapce soma time before.

“ Where are yon bound, Uharhe?"' as]m& Edwin

Banka.
T



8 CHARLIE (UODMAX'S CRUISE,

“ I'm going hgme now.” _

¢ What lnck have yon had this morning? *

“ Wot much. Ive got four papers left over, and that
will take away ahout all my profits.”

“What d pity you are poor, Charlle. I wish yon -
conild come 1o school with pd”

8o do I, Eddie. T'? give a good desl to get an’
educalion, but ¥ feel that I ought Lo help mother.”

“ Why won't you epres somie time, and see ug, Charlie ?
Clare and mysclf would be very glad to sce you st any,
time.™

‘1 should like 1o go,” sald Charlie, * buf I don't look
ﬂt,“ Y

“ Oh, never mind shout your clothes. I like you just
na well as if yom were dreased in style.” :

i Perhaps Tl come some time,” sald Charlie. “1d
ipvite you to coma and see me, bot we live in a poor
place.” : :

" # Just ay if T should care for that, I will come when-
ever T get an invitdtion

“Then come next Sstueday afternoon. I will he
waiting for yon aa you come out of school.”

Charlie little thooght where be wonld be when Satur-
day came.

Shortly after the boys separated, and Charlie's atten-
tion was arrested by the sight of ap old man with a
ghambling gait, whe was bending over and anxiously
pearching for something on the sidewalk, Charlie rec-
ognized him at once ss **old Manson, the miser,” for

. this was the name by which he generally went.

Old Peter Manson was not more than fifty-five, but he .
locked from fifteen to twenty years clder. If his body




