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PREFACE.

E thing and one only malkes the record
@ﬂ the meeting at Exeter Hail on the
24th September worthy of separate
publication, and confers on it a certain distinction.
Not what was said, but where it was said, in
unison with what other voices, and in what
atmosphere of sympathy, as sincere as it was
universal, gives to the words spoken here their
true point and emphasis, Never before have
Americans, speaking in England, felt sc clearly
that they were in the land, not ooly of their
fathers, but of their brethren,
“Their glder brothers, but one in hlood.”
For the first time their common English
tongue found its true office when Mother and
Daughter spoke comforting words to each other




& Benth of Pregivent Garfeld,

over a scrrow, which, If nearer to one, was shared
by both. English blood, made up of the best
drops from the veins of many conquering,
organizing, and colonizing races, is a blood to be
proud of, and most plainly vindicates its claim to
dominion when it recognizes kinship through
sympathy with what ja simple, steadfast, and
religious in character. When we learn to respect
each other for the good gualities in each, we are
helping to produce and foster them.

It is often said that sentimentzl motives never
guide or modify the policy of nations, and it is
no doubt true that statecraft more and more
means business, and not sentiment ; yet men as
old as the late Lord Stratford de Redclifle could
remember at least two occasions during their
lives when a sentiment, and that, tog, a literary
sentiment, had much to do with the shaping of
events and the new birth of naticns. We would
not over-cstimate the permanent value of this
outburst of feeling on both sides the sea, of this

grasp of the hand across a recent grave, but we
may safely affirm that they were genuine, and




