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"The timg e coming when reslly lsarned men will uﬁ:\m bo ashamed af
not seeing the vnlue of all tha usew of mind @ when nothing bt thooght-
leamaes o impudsten, morcurin brain ar brased forsbend, ®001 aver that
10 knowledgs in prastiosd, exsept that which enda in the ves of maberial
instruments.” —Prof. De Morgan (Aritheostioal Buolea 1847, p. 54k

LONDON
BERNARD QUARITCH 156 PICCADILLY
1880,
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PREFACE,

Ix tha sourse of collacting materials for my “Handbook of
Fictitious Names of Authors of the Nineteenth Century,” I
came aoroes the titles of & aomber of works purporting to
be written by “ A Lady,” the authorship of which appeared
to be unlknown.

It oocarred to me that [ might probably sscerfain the
names of many of the authors, and alse proper deecriptions
of such of the hooks a8 T had oot seen, and was uneble
to wee, if I printed s Mat of them. As however, the essen-
tinl pointa to be attemded to, in tha proper deseription of
a book, are little understood, I thoupht it would be desir-
able to prefis to the list a few snggestions on the way to
supply oorrect information. Thass gradvslly developed, so
that [ soon found the subject roqmired more space, more
time, and more congidaration than T st fict imeagined.

In the hope that I might obtein mssistanee from others,
and with & view t0 getting hints and exeiting dizcuesion,
I wrote an article for ¢ Notes and Queries,” which was
printed in the numbery for Jaowary and April of 1872,
entitled, “ How to deseribe a Buook.” I now go more fully
into the mstters that I consider require attention in the
proper deseription of a book,

An explanation of the title of this cesay will mo doubt
bo looked fur in the preface. It is very simple. In my
searches for the Authors' names, the ladies in this list
have resisted all enquiry in the most agrravating manner,
Therefors I took the title of Aggravating Ladies as being
concise and appropriate,

The information acked for relates only to English Lite-
rature of the 15th cenlury, to which period I confine my-
self entirely. 'The anonymous and pscodonymous writera
during this century being more than suflicient to occupy
& whole life of laborious application.



6 FREFACE.

I have not included in the list any phrases such aa —A
Lady of Rank—A Lady of Distinetion —4 Lady of Hebrew
faith—A Banished Lady—A Young Lady—A too generous
Young Lady—mnor, A Lady of distinetion, who has witnessed
snd attentively atudied what is esteemed truly grueeful and
elerant mmongat the most refined nations of Europe (1} The
peeudonym of the author of The Mireor of the Graces, or an
English lady's costume [treating of].. .taste...grace ; modesty
-..dress.._ ; rank . in life ;.. of scoomplishments ;... the mind
...meana of preserving beauty...; by & lady, &c. London,
Crosby & Clo,, 1811, G

On the other hand I have Ineerted scme titles which have
been entered in differemt catalopnes as by g lady,” when
those words do not oeenr on the title.  Such works probably
being really written by a lady, the publisher naturally de-
girad they should go forth with that impress of good faith
snd with all the prestize attaching to that falismanie little
word.

Az | have already explwned, my list comprises only works
published in the present century, whose authors are nnkunown
to me. [ have & longer list of works by “a lady,” whose
names are known, end who have thereforo ecased to be agprs-
vating, I do not give the title when I kuow the oame of
the author becanse I am now seeking not supplying infor-
mation,

Another list as long as that I give at the end I have not
printed, oot hayiog been able to ses the books themselves
80 88 to describe them {rom eetual inspection.

I ghall be grateful for mbormation 88 ¢ any of the works,
or the lives of thess Agpravating Ladies,

38, Doughty Street, W.C.
July, 1880,



PRELIMINARY REMARKS,

Y hat's in & namae ? -
Agk the bookeellers, snd thely will 21 you, el in the title-
. page of & new book. ...

The making op of & taking title-poge, seama to have beon
tha poeulinr provinee of the bookseller, Hme out of mind.
—FEI deoven.. London [published and edited by] John
Ailler, 1854,

Avrer s perusal of my list I thizk every pontleman will
agree with me that Ladies really arc very ageravating. Tt
would be curioas to hear the exclamation of any lady whoe
has written ag A lady,” upon looking it over. She would
probably exclaim that when she wrote as “A lady,” she
thoughl she was the only one, or at all evenis one of the
firat.

The authoress of: ** How to dresa on £15 5 year as g
lady, by s lady,” would no doubt De surprised to find such
a long liet for the present century alone. 1 mention this
flowing and somewhat vignrously written little work ; but it
is of too recont a date fir me t0 make any emquiry for the
author's nwmne, eapecially aa it is a pecred that, from the pre-
sent popularity of the book, is not likely o be long kept. (1)
For I have retaprked that though these ladies do not like
placing their names on their books, yet there iz littla desire
to disguise the anthorship, and enquiries are generally soom
satisfied if & work has attained any success. They like
to aee themsclves in print, eo long ae there s no infringe-
ment of the putent of modesty, -

(1) Hines this wes writben (1576) the author's name has been
divulged, and thers has aleo been o Chmg Buit in relation to the
work. 1 have pot the book in the liat which fellows as an illustra-
tion of some of my remorlks



8 PRELIMINARY EEMARES.

The inference from this is that my list is mn]lFogad chiafly
of works that have not become famous or popular, which is
the fact. If secresy were their object, it has to the present
time been stteined, for they have defied my researches,
Nevertheless 1 believe that to some one of the author's
friends or relations gshe has heen koown, but “no man is a
prophet in his own country,” and friends and relations very
often care too litile for what literary ladies mre doing to
follow Captain Cuttle’s adrvice and “ male & note™ of an
author's name. Koowledge is often the prestest encmy to
the recording of facts. People often know so well whom s
book ie by, that they are oot sven aware of its psendonimity.
"The majority of novel readera never know the name of the
author, nor do they oare to enquire, and nuuch prefer reading
a novel “ By the author of " some previons work which has
interrated them,

In many cases I am asking for information which the
guthoreases do oot eoncesl, and which is well known though
unknown to me,

Thua 1 ssoribe my not knowing the name of the anther
rather to the fact of thers being noe one to mako a note of it
when fornd, than any desire on the fair writer's part to re-
main unknowy, When o lady has written her first work aa “a
lady” she seldom adopis that demomination in her secomd
work; but more froquently usce the term “By the euthor of”
the previous work, or ¢ Uy a lady, author of,” ete



