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CHAPTER 1.

INTRODTCTORY.

AN any nquiry of a practical na-

ture, intended to lead to =ome

definite conrse of action, 1t is
obviously necessary to start with a toler-
ably clear idea of the end in view—the
object for which it is proposed to pro-
vide. In the case of eduneation, definitions

more or less satisfactory have already so
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often been given, that it might seem
superflnous to go into the question again.
As a matter of practice, however, it is
found that, when it is attempted to apply
the received definitions of the general ob-
jeets of education to the case of women,
they are usually questioned or meodified,
if not altogether set aside. When, for
instance, Mr Manrice tells us that *the
end of education itself 13, as 1t has always
been considered, to form a nation of liv-
ing, orderly men,’ the definition will be
accepted, with the tacit reservation that
it. applies only to men, in the exclusive
sense of the word, and has nothing to do
with the education of women. Again,
when Milton, in his treatize on Education,

lays down that the end of learning is ‘to
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repair the ruin of our first parents by re-
caining to know God aright, and ont of
that knowledge to love Him, to imitate
Him, to be like Him,' the langnage might
be taken in a general sense ; and when he
goes on to define a complete and generous
education as ‘that which fits & man to
perform justly, skilfully, and magnani-
mously all the offices, both private and
public, of peace and war, the words
might stll, perhaps, bear a common n-
terpretation ; but as soon as he comes to
describing in detail, “how all this may
be done between twelve and one-and-
twenty, it becomes evident that he is
thinking of boys only. In the most
recent writers, the tendency to regard

general theories of education as applying



