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PREFACE,

Toe development of the moral zentiments in tha
buman Leart, in early life,—and every thing in fact
which relates to the fermation of character—is deter-
mired in a far greater degrea by sympathy, and by
the influence of examyple, than by formal precepts and
didactic instruction.  If & hoy hears his father speak-
ing kindly to a robin in the spring—weleoming its
coming and offering it food,—there arises at onea in
his own mind, a feeling of kindness toward the bird,
and toward all the amimal creation, which is produced
by a sort of sympathetic action, a power somewhat
similar to what in physieal philosophy iz called dndue-
tion. Un the other hand, it the father, instead of
feeding the bird, goes sagerly for a gun, in order that
he may shoot it, the boy will sympathize in that desirs,
and growing up undar sach an influence, thare will ba
gradually formed within him, throngh the mysterious
tendeney of the youthfil heart to vibrate in unison with
hesrta that are near, a dizposition to kill and destroy
all helpless heings that come within his power.  Thers



vi PreErack.

5 oo need of any formal instruction in either ease.
Of a thousand chillren bronght vp under the former
of the above-deseribed influences, neaily every one,
when he sees a bind, will wish to go and get erumbs
to feed it, while in the latter case, nemly overy one
will just as cerfainly look for astone.  Thus the grow-
ing up in the right atmesphere, rather than the reesiv-
ing of the right irstruetion, is the condition whieh it
18 most important to seeure, in plans for forming the
characters of ehildren.

It is in accordance with this plalesophy that these
stories, thongh written mainly with a view to their
moral influence ou the hearts and dispesitions of the
readers, gontain very hittle formal exhortation and in-
strnetion.  They present quiet and peaceful pletures of
happy domestie life, portraving generally such conduet,
and expressing sush sentiments and foelings, as it is
desirable to exhibit and express in the presence of
children.

The hooks, however, will be fand, perhaps, after all,
to be ueeful mainly in entertaining and amusing the
youthful readers who may jwense them, as the writing
of them has been the amusernent and recreation of the
unthor in the intervals of more serions pursuits,
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