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PREFACE

THE present translation of the epistles of 5t lgnatius
iz intended to set before lnglish readers, in an
accessible form, the writings of one of the most
important characters in the Church history of the period
succeeding the age of the Apostles. In these epistles
we have the key to the right understanding of the
character of the Church at the beginning of the second
century. The two facts to which they hear wilness are,
on the one hand, the significance of the Incarnation
for Christians of that generation as the central truth of
Christianity, and, on the other, the importance attached
to the visible unity of the Church as expressed in the
orpanization of the Christian societies under bishops,
presbyters, and deacons. The striking personality of the
writer of the epistles, and the controversy which has
gathered round them, combine to make them one of
the most interesting praoducts of early Christian times,

Bishop Lightfoot’s great work (femadivs and Polyaarp,
1885) has exhaustively treated of most of the critical
questions which are conoected with the text amd the
exposition of the epistles. The present writer has made
that work his chiel guide, and has rarely ventured, in
the interpretation of passages, to depart from the views
expressed in it.  On the nature of the heresies attacked
in the epistles, however, he has adopted in the main the
conclusions of Dir. Hort in his fudadsiie Christiantty.
The articles on Tgnatius by Dr. Harnack in the Expositor
for 1885 and 1886, as well as the same writer's treatment
of the epistles in his Chronslogie der Aftchristlichen
Litteratur, have also been consulted. ‘The notes of
Zahn on the epistles have supplied much useful matter,
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while for the external history of the period Prolessor
Ramsay's Church in the Roman Empire has been lound
invaluable, In treating of the theology of Ignatius the
writer has found much that is suggestive in the able
monograph of Von der Goltz (Texfe wnd Unifersuch-
ungen, Bd. xil), although he has not always been able
to subscribe to the author’s conclusions,

The writer is indebled to Dir. Swete, Regivs Professor
of Divinity at Cambridge, for much kind advice un-
grudgingly given ; to the committee of the 5. P.C.K. for
the interest they have shown in the work, and for some
useful criticisms ; to the Rev. W, L. E. Parsons, of
Selwyn College, who has read through the translation,
and to others,

NOTE TO THE SECOND EDITION

A few slight changes and additions have been made
both in the introduction and in the notes; but in its
main features the present edition is a reprint of the
former.

KOTE TO THE THIRD EDITION
The call for a fresh edition af this little book, which

is pow set Up in a new form, has rendercd necessary a
more thorough revision of the introduction and notes
than was possible in preparing it for the second edition.
In the eighteen years which have elapsed since its first
appearance new light has been thrown on many of the
questions dealt with. Several of the notes have been
re-written and also certain sections of the introduction,
A new Additional Note, in place of the onginal Add.
Note 2, has been inserted, in which the question of the
Christian Ministry has been more fully dealt with. On
the other hand, a few curtailments have been made
clsewhere. In other respects the present edition is a
reprint of the earlier edition.
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