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AKENSIDE's PUEM

‘ON THE

- PLEASTIRES OF IMAGINATION,

o i

Dinaserie, or preceptive Poetry, scems to in-
nludeasulmiam,fmthaeﬁd-anthiatnplEm,'.
and of Didastic precept tha object is instzoction.
R in, however, a species of Poetry which has been
cultivated from thd emliest stages of zociety; at -
firut, probdbly, for the simple purpose of reteining,
by means of the regulurity of measure, and the
charms of harmony, the preccpts of agricultural
wirdom, and the aphorisms of economical experi-
énce. When Pootry came to be coltivated for its
B
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own sake, it was natural to esteam the Didactic, as
in that view it certainly is, as a species of inferior
merit compered with those which are more pecu-
barly the work of the imagination; and accordingly
in the more splendid era of our own Poetry it hes
- been much leas cultivated than meny others, After-
wards, when Foetry was become an art, and the
mote ohvious sonrees of dnacnptmn and- adventure
wete in some measurs exhavsted, the Didactic was
resorted to, as affording that movelty and vanety
which began to be the great desideratum in works of
fancy, This specisa of writing is likewise favoured by
the diffasion of knowledge, by which many subjects
- become proper for general resding, which in a less
informed state of society wonld bave savoured of
pedantry and abstrase speculation, For Postry can-
oot descend to teach the elements of any art or
wseienoe, of confite itsslf to that regular arrmange-
ment and clear brevity which snita the communica-
tion- of ynknown truths, In fact, the Muse would




